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VA Assessments Project Status Update
The T/TAC: Mission 6 Project involves adding a “VA Assessments” section to T/TAC Online web site (http://www.ttaconline.org). This section is currently in development and will include information on the various alternative and alternate assessment options for the state of Virginia. These include the VAAP, the VSEP, and the VGLA. The goal of this section is to provide a “one stop shop;” an area on T/TAC online where teachers, administrators and parents can find information and resources on alternative and alternate assessments.

Based on the analyses conducted over the fall semester, and in consideration of the time constraints, the scope of the project has been defined as developing the following features:

1. Users will be able to view, and download the VAAP, VGLA, and VSEP manuals
Status: This has been completed and has been launched on the website.

2. Users will be able to search the VAAP manual
Status: In development and should be completed by May

3. Additional Resources for the standards will be made available
Status: In development depending on when the state can provide additional resources.

4. Teachers will be able to create Lesson Plans based on VAAP standards using the wizard.
Status: In development; should be completed in March.

In addition to the four previously mentioned features, the team has added the following feature:

5. Users will be able to search for created lesson plans and crosswalk lesson plans (from the SOL +)

Status: Should be completed in April
Additional Information Sources that have been identified for the use of the project include: Kay Klein, Karen Berlin, and Marci Kinas.
The team has also identified additional drivers that will assist in accomplishing the task including:

· The VAAP implementation deadlines

· Technology and programming resources available
· Availability of VAAP resources (manuals, planning sheets, etc)

· Number of teachers who have been trained on the new VAAP process

· New national and state publications on curriculum adaptations

Goals and Approach of the Spring Semester 
The fall semester ended with the design phase of the project and the spring semester will focus on development, implementation, and evaluation.

1. Identify appropriate supports for each section of the “create a lesson plan” section. 

Approach: Interview teachers to find the appropriate supports needed to effectively complete sections of the lesson plan wizard.  In addition, usability testing will be conducted and the feedback will be implemented.

2. Work on the web site design, creating a usage centered design for workflow.

Approach: Examine the web site with Dr. Behrmann and Shangbao (the project programmer) and get feedback. In addition review text book information to identify best conventions for performance centered design and usage centered systems.

3. Create user accounts to hold multiple lesson plan documents for expert teachers

Approach: Work closely with the programmer to design and implement an account for the users.
4. Develop the search feature for the VAAP manual

Approach: Review the schemas that were created in the fall semester with the programmer and implement a database that allows easy and effective search of the manual.
5. Conduct usability testing and formative evaluation
Approach:  After completing the programming and adding some supports to the website, the team will allow alpha and beta testing within the team itself and with expert teachers.
By working closely with our clients from the VA DOE and Dr. Mike Behrmann, the team envisions completing the project by April 20th and to be prepared to present the final product on that date.
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