Question 1

Similarities: 

· All require a safe and trusting environment. 

· Guidelines are required for all. 

· Small groups work best for synchronous and asynchronous. 

· All encourage the usage of metaphor and explanations to create shared understanding and prevent misunderstanding.

· Interaction is high at the peer level in all

· All use online communication to encourage language fluency 

Differences: 

· Decrease of teacher control in asynchronous. Synchronous moderator/teacher has crucial role. 

· Asynchronous provides opportunity for lengthier more complex discussions. Synchronous is more useful for brainstorming.

· Interactive is a blended approach using synchronous and asynchronous.

· Asynchronous instruction introductory questions are provided giving students time to develop their own ideas and thoughts. In Synchronous instruction   the instructor provides continuous guidance and support, provides immediate feedback and explanation.

· Synchronous discussions are highly interactive and reflect student issues while asynchronous demonstrates student response to teacher request

· Students did not physically meet in asynchronous or synchronous. Did meet face-to-face in Interactive.

· Asynchronous is more formal, task-related, self-reflective and subjective.

· Synchronous is more interactive, less task oriented.

· Interactive learning allows for more social interaction

Suggestions: An Interactive approach using synchronous and asynchronous is better than either synchronous or asynchronous. Some students work best with quick moving active environments. Others work best when allowed the time to formulate their responses and thoughts. The Interactive approach would allow all types of learners the opportunity to feel comfortable.              

Question 2:

Asynchronous communication would be applicable to the ‘School Improvement’ page if ideally we could build a discussion forum for the LEA’s and TA’s to communicate freely.  This way they would have a place to communicate about similar issues that they are coming across so that the problem could be best solved by comparing stages that they are at opposed to face-to-face groups.  Asynchronous communication would also be useful for the ‘School Improvement’ page because it would allow for multiple perspectives.

The discussion forum is identification guarded so that the only users that are permitted to enter the forum would be the LEA’s and TA’s, and not the public; an internal trust would be established amongst the users.  This would create an environment of trust amongst the users so that they feel free to discuss any issues that they are having.  The type of interaction that would occur would be formed in that it would not discuss personal feeling but instead professional problems that they are having with respect to the LIP process only.  

With asynchronous communication there tends to be more frequent interaction at the peer level than the mentor level.  This leads back also to allowing the TA’s and LEA’s feel free to discuss the problems that they are having without worrying about any repercussions that could come from where they are at in their process.  
