Continuous Miner Fire Scenario
Part II

Question 6

Your head count has shown that the pinner man and his helper are missing. (See the following section map on the next page.) 

What should you do now? (Select ONLY one.)
35. Put on your filter self-rescuer and travel up to the #2 entry to the face where they were last seen.

36. You and another miner put on your SCSRs. Then go through crosscut #26 and up to the face of entries #1 and #2, and then out the returns to look for the two missing miners.

37. Call the outside man and tell him two miners are missing. Have him watch for the missing miners and immediately call your section if they arrive outside.

38. Forget about the missing miners. You have other things to take care of.
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Question 7
Keeping in fresh air, you take three miners with you and return to the burning miner. At present this is how the situation stands. You have not accounted for the two missing workers. You find Rambo and Joe near the miner with a fire hose in place and almost ready to fight the fire. The power to the miner has been disconnected at the power center. Claude is taking care of Billy Bob at the dinner hole. All the other miners, except the two missing workers and the five with you, are at the dinner hole.

What should you do now? (Select as MANY as you think are correct.)

39. Assign fire fighting duties to the miners who are with you.
40. Send one miner to tell the others at the dinner hole to go outside immediately.

41. Send one miner to maintain constant communications with the outside man by staying at the mine phone in entry #5 at crosscut 25 at the dinner hole.

42. Tell the miner at the phone to call the outside man and tell him to cut off the fan to keep from feeding oxygen to the fire.

43. Take your instruments and go through a mandoor from the belt entry into the #2 entry. Then check the return air for oxygen deficiency and the presence of carbon monoxide and methane.
When you have made your selection(s) complete the next question.

Question 8
Rambo and Joe are fighting the fire with water from the fresh air side. But their efforts are not making much difference. The fire has spread to the ribs and mine floor. The roof is beginning to fall around the continuous miner. The fire has now burned for 30 minutes and is so hot you can’t get closer than 20 feet from the machine. The miner monitoring the mine phone comes and tells you that the two missing miners went out the belt entry and are now outside.
What should you do now? (Select as MANY as you think are correct.)

44. Lead all of the miners on your section outside and evacuate the mine.
45. Call the outside man to make sure that state and federal regulatory agency officials have been notified about the fire.

46. Call outside to get extra miners to bring in timbers and crib blocks to be used to support the roof on the fresh air side of the fire.

47. Send a miner carrying an unopened SCSR to check the belt entry and to look for smoke leaking through the brattices from the returns and to tell you what he finds.

48. Send a miner to open the regulator and mandoor between the #3 belt entry and the #2 return air entry to short circuit air away from the fire.

49. Call outside for more equipment to fight the fire from the fresh air side.

50. Call outside man and tell him to chew out the roof bolter operator and helper for going outside without telling somebody.

When you have made your selection(s) complete the next question.

Question 9
Ten minutes have passed. Extra hoseline and supplies are on the way. The fire is growing larger. You hear large roof falls in the smoke around the miner. The bad roof conditions around the miner and “rollback” of heavy black smoke are preventing the men from getting close enough to fight the fire from the fresh air side.
What should you do now? (Select as MANY as you think are correct.)
51. Have two miners using the fire hose put on their SCSRs and go around the pillar to the number #2 entry to attack the fire from behind the continuous miner.

52. Call out report that you are leaving. Then lead all of the miners out of the mine immediately.

53. Call out and have the mine fan shut off so the fire won’t receive so much air and so you can have a better chance of fighting it.

54. Call out and have electrical power to the underground portions of the mine cut off.

When you have made your selection(s) complete the next question.

Question 10
You have ordered all the remaining miners on the section to leave the mine with you. What route should you take and how should you travel?
(Select ONLY one.)

55. Don’t use the scoop because of the risk of explosion. Tell the other miners to follow you as you crawl out the #5 entry.
56. Follow the usual route and procedures, e.g. load the four remaining miners into the scoop bucket and tram out the #5 entry.

57. Ask one miner to crawl out the belt entry with you so you can check on the smoke and fire as you leave the mine. Tell the other miners to go out the #6 entry.

58. Tell all of the miners to leave with you and crawl our the belt entry because if the smoke gets bad you can follow the belt outside.

When you have made your selection(s) complete the next question.

Question 11
What can be said about the actions of the roof bolter operator and helper when they put on their filter self-rescuers and went out of the mine in the belt entry without telling anyone?
(Select as MANY as you think are correct.)

59. Their action increased the risk for other miners.
60. Their action violated standard emergency procedures for mine fires.

61. They were foolish to put on their filter self-rescuers when SCSRs were available.

62. They were foolish to crawl 3,500 feet out the belt entry in 36 inch coal when there were other better options available.

63. They should have used the primary escapeway rather than the secondary escapeway.

When you have made your selection(s) complete the next question.

Question 12
What are the responsibilities of surface personnel during a serious mine fire? 

(Select as MANY as you think are correct.)

64. Notify state and federal regulatory agencies about the fire.

65. Alert ambulance personnel and ask them to be ready to assist.

66. Alert mine rescue teams.

67. Alert management to gather additional supplies and equipment needed for the fire fighting operation.

68. Look at the check-out board and make a list of all mine personnel who are underground, on the surface or unaccounted for.

69. Immediately notify the families of missing miners.

70. Notify state police for crowd and traffic control.

71. Make preparations for informing and dealing with family members if miners are found to be missing.

72. Arrange for someone to guard the mine fan and mine power.

73. Make a list of the persons who are responsible for actions that caused the fire.

The fire at this mine was stopped by sealing the section. The entire mine was closed for one week and the section where the fire occurred was closed for 3 months. No one except Billy Bob was injured.
Billy Bob survived because of the good first aid he received. While waiting at the dinner hole to be transported outside, his breathing became more difficult because of swelling in his upper respiratory track. Claude, the EMT, saved Billy Bob’s life by inserting an airway to maintain his breathing.
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