GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY

SOCW 651, 3 credits
 




Michael Wolf-Branigin
Social Policies, Programs & Services I (001)

Phone: (703) 993-4229
Fall 2005






Email: mwolfbra@gmu.edu
Tuesday, 4:30 – 7:10 PM




Office: Mon & Tue 3-4 PM
Prerequisite: Graduate standing

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is the first of a two-semester sequence in Social Policies, Programs and Services that forms part of the foundation curriculum. This course introduces students to the history of American social welfare policy and the social work profession. Students explore political, economic, social, cultural, and ideological influences on policy-making, with an emphasis on consequences for populations at risk. Students are also introduced to historical policy analysis.

RELEVANT PROGRAM OBJECTIVES

FO #1 – Apply critical thinking skills and the knowledge and skills of a generalist social work perspective to systems of all sizes

FO #2 – Operationalize and abide by the values and ethics of the social work profession with clients, colleagues, and other agency personnel

FO #3 – Establish a working relationship and apply appropriate social work intervention strategies without discrimination related to clients’ age, class, color, culture, disability, ethnicity, family structure, gender, marital status, national origin, race, religion, sex, and sexual orientation

FO #4 – Use generalist social work skills to empower populations-at-risk and promote social and economic justice locally, nationally, and internationally

FO #5 – Identify critical junctures in the history of social welfare and the social work profession, engage in policy analysis, and identify areas for policy change and improved service delivery

FO #6 – Critically analyze and apply multiple theories of human behavior that are supported by empirical evidence and that enhance understanding of the interactions among individuals and between individuals and social systems

FO #7 – Critically evaluate research studies, apply findings to practice, and conduct empirical evaluation to one’s own practice

FO #8 – Develop written, oral, and information technology skills to communicate with a variety of audiences, in a variety of professional contexts

GENERAL COURSE OBJECTIVES

· Articulate the relationship between social policy and social work practice (Program Objective F-1)

· Understand the history of American social welfare policy, including the importance of historical context in framing policy responses (Program Objective F-5)

· Trace the development of the social work profession and identify its leaders (Program Objective F-5)

· Understand the role of policy in systems transformation (Program Objective F-1) 

· Recognize the values and assumptions underlying major social welfare policies throughout history, with particular attention to their consequences for empowering racial minorities, older adults, women, gay men and lesbians, religious minorities, immigrants, and people with disabilities (Program Objectives F-2, F-3, F-4, F-6)

· Understand how policy development and implementation are impacted by various systems including government; non-profit, philanthropic and faith-based organizations; and private sector interests (Program Objectives F-7)
· Apply a historical analysis framework to a contemporary social problem (Program Objectives F-1, F-7, F-8)

COURSE EXPECTATIONS

Students are expected to adhere to the University’s academic policies and honor system.

Good writing skills are crucial for social workers. Being able to organize thoughts in clear sentences, using proper standard English, is essential. All written materials submitted in this class will be evaluated on construction, grammar, spelling and usage, as well as on content. Person-first language, both orally and written, must be used at all times. 
Students are expected to read and understand the materials in the texts. Lecture material may not parallel the text and is intended to supplement, not substitute for, the required readings.

The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 provides protection from discrimination for qualified individuals with disabilities. Students who are qualified by the GMU Disability Resource Center and require special accommodations must provide faculty with documentation explaining the required accommodations at the beginning of the semester.

The policy on internet resources is as follows: In conducting research for an assignment, students are expected to use a combination of library and internet resources. When using an internet source, you must cite the origin of the material.

Cell phones and pagers are to be turned off or placed on silent mode during class time. They are disruptive to other students and to the instructor, and compromise the concentration needed for successful learning.

Late papers will be penalized one full letter grade. After one week, they will not be accepted at all, absent prior written approval of the instructor. Please keep a copy of anything you turn in. Written assignments not handed directly to the instructor should be submitted, in person, to Judy Harris in the social work office between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.  If papers are left in faculty boxes or slipped under closed office doors, they will not be considered received unless and until they are retrieved by the instructor. Assignments submitted electronically should not be considered “received” until a return confirmation from the instructor is received.

REQUIRED TEXT

Day, P. (2003). A new history of social welfare (5th Ed.). Boston: Allyn & Bacon.

EVALUATIVE CRITERIA

Students will be evaluated based on two exams, a group presentation, and a written policy analysis.

Midterm Exam


20%

Final Exam


20%

Group Presentation

35%

Historical Policy Analysis
25%

ASSIGNMENTS

The Midterm Exam will cover all readings, lectures, and discussions from the beginning of the course until the date of the exam. The Final Exam will cover all material covered between the midterm exam and the end of the course. 

For the Group Presentation, students will divide into groups of 4-5 students and focus on one the following issue areas:

· Mental Health

· Civil Rights

· Women’s Rights

· Immigration

· Older Americans

· Child Welfare

· Poverty

· Employment

Each group will research, in depth, how their issue has played out over the course of the history of American social welfare, from Colonial times until today. The exploration should address:

· Relevant demographic changes over time

· Prevailing public attitudes in each time period

· Major policy milestones throughout history

· Personal observations and conclusions

· Relevance to social justice and social work practice

Students should attempt to provide a sense of trends over time, in addition to important details. Groups are expected to use a minimum of six bibliographic sources per student, to include both library and internet materials. At least two of the group’s total resources must be primary source materials (speeches, diaries, or other documents originating during the time period in question). Each group should also incorporate the results of at least one live interview.

Information should be presented in a format that will both educate the audience and engage their attention. Creativity is encouraged, including the use of video clips, recordings, skits, interactive exercises, handouts, PowerPoint, and other multimedia communications. Each group will be allotted 45 minutes for their presentation and 15 minutes to respond to questions. All group members must participate. 

Presentations will be assessed on the basis of: content, clarity, and critical thinking. On the day of the presentation, each student will submit to the instructor: (1) a Reference List citing, in APA format, the sources he or she used, and (2) a 1-2 page paper that identified the highlights of what was learned, and shares any observations about the group process.

For the Historical Policy Analysis, each student will select one of the following social welfare policies:

· Mental Health Parity Act (1996)

· Child Abuse Prevention & Treatment Act (1974)

· Adoption & Safe Families Act (1997)

· Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention Act (1974)

· Violence Against Women Act (1994)

· Personal Responsibility & Work Opportunity Act (1996)

· McKinney Homeless Assistance Act (1987)

· Americans with Disabilities Act (1990)

· No Child Left Behind Act (2001)

· U.S. Patriot Act (2001)

· Positive Aging Act (2004)

Students will submit a 5-7 page written analysis, explaining the policy’s historical context according to the following outline:

1. 
When was the policy originally enacted? What problem was it intended to address? What do we know about the nature and dimensions of the social problem at that time?

2.  
Was this a new problem? If so, what do we know about its causation? If not, why were the old solutions no longer considered viable?

3.  
Describe the climate of the times in which the policy was enacted: political, economic, cultural, social, ideological, demographic. Why would this time period have given rise to such a policy?

4.  
What do you think was the critical factors (political, social, economic, cultural, religious, etc.) that allowed the policy to become law?

5.  
Has the policy been amended since its original enactment? If so, identify and summarize each major revision, explaining why you think those changes were made at that particular time in history. 

COURSE OUTLINE

Unit I:

Social Welfare and Social Policy

This unit introduces students to the meaning of social policy and its relevance to social work. The link between policy and practice is examined in a variety of contexts. Students examine the role of historical context in understanding policy choices, both historical and contemporary. Social policy is also examined in connection to various value systems, including American values, professional social work values, and personal values. Finally, students explore social welfare as an institution and the role of institutional versus residual perspectives in shaping social policy.

Week # 1
Course Overview
Aug 29

Review of Syllabus



Role of Policy in Social Work 

Link between Policy and Practice

Week #2
Social Welfare Institution
Sept 5

Historical Context



Social Work Values and American Values



Social Institutions and Social Welfare



Institutional and Residual Perspectives


Read:

Day, Chapter 1 (pp. 1-26): “Values in Social Welfare”

Day, Chapter 2 (pp. 27-53): “The Institution of Social Welfare”


Unit II:
Social Welfare History: The Early Years
This unit traces the history of American social welfare policy from its antecedents in England through the birth of the welfare state. Policy choices to address human need are the focus as students examine colonial America, the pre-Civil War period, the Civil War and reconstruction, the progressive era and World War I, and the Depression and Social Security Act.


Week #3
Social Welfare History: The Early Years

Sept 12
Beginnings in England




The Industrial Revolution



Read:

Day, Chapter 3 (pp. 54-81): “The Beginnings of Social Welfare”





Day, Chapter 4 (pp. 82-118): “Feudalism and the Welfare State”


Web Sites:
“Welfare and Public Relief”: www.historychannel.com
_____________________________________________________________________________

Week #4:
Social Welfare Moves to America


Sept 19
Social Welfare in the Colonies



The Pre-Civil War Years



Read:

Day, Chapter 5 (pp. 119-152): “The Other Side of the World”



Day, Chapter 6 (pp. 153-191): “America to the Civil War”


Web Sites:
“Africans in America”



 www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part1/title.html

Week #5
Beginnings of the Welfare State


Oct 26

The Civil War and Reconstruction




The Progressive Era




World War I



Read:

Day, Chapter 7 (pp. 192-230): “The American Welfare State 
Begins”



Day, Chapter 8 (pp.231-266): “The Progressive Era, War, and Recovery”


Rossi, T.B. and Miller, I. (1994). African-Americans and the settlements during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Social Work with Groups, 17, 77-95.

Web Sites:
“A Progress and Reform”: www.idbsu.edu/socwork/dhuff/history/central/tc.htm


Immigration and Settlement Houses: www.idbsu.edu/socwork/dhuff/history/chapts/2-1.htm

In Class:
Video: “The Women of Hull House” (1992).


Week #6  
The Welfare State Takes Root
Oct 3

The Great Depression



The Social Security Act



World War II and After


Read:
Day, Chapter 9 (pp. 267-305):”The Great Depression and Social Security for Americans”




Rose, N.E. (1989). Work Relief in the 1930s and the origins of the Social Security Act. Social Service Review, 63(1), 63-91.


Whiteman, V.L. (2001). Social Security: What every human services professional should know. Boston: Allyn & Bacon (pp.1-15).

Unit III:
Social Welfare History: The Later Years

This unit continues a historical overview of social welfare policy, beginning with 
World War II and continuing through the 1950s, 1960s 1970s, 1990s, and up to 
today. Of particular interest are the various social movements to secure civil 
rights on behalf of groups including African Americans, women, and 
gay/lesbians. Several major welfare reform efforts are also addressed, as is the 
emergence of the social work profession.


Week #7
The 1950s and 1960s

Oct 10

Prosperity and Repression



The Birth of Civil Rights




The Great Society & War on Poverty



Read:

Day, Chapter 10 (pp. 306-342): “Civil and Welfare Rights in the 
New Reform Era”


In Class:
Video: “Eyes on the Prize: America’s Civil Rights Years” (1987).


Week #8


Oct 17

Introduction to Historical Analysis



In Class: 
Handout on Historical Policy Analysis





Chambers, D.E. (2000). Social policy and social programs: A 
method for the practical public policy analyst. Boston: Allyn & 
Bacon (pp. 31-45)

Midterm Exam

Week #9
The 1970s


Oct 24

Growing Conservatism




The Nixon Presidency



Women’s Liberation & Gay Rights



Read:

Day, Chapter 11 (pp. 343-371): “The Return to the Past”





Poindexter, C. (1997). Sociopolitical antecedents to Stonewall: 
Analysis of the origins of the gay rights movement in the United 
States. Social Work, 42, 607-615.

Week #10
The Reagan-Bush Years

Oct 31

New Federalism




Reaganomics




Kinder and Gentler?




Read:

Day, Chapter 12 (pp. 372-405): “The Reactionary Vision”





Cook, F.L. and Barrett, E.J. (1992). Social welfare policy in 


America: The 
1980s as a crossroads. In F.L. Cook and E.J. 



Barrett, Support for the American Welfare State: The Views of 


Congress and the Public. New York: Columbia University Press.





Abromovitz, M. (1996). Restoring the family ethic: The assault on 
women and the welfare state in the 1980s. In M. Abromovitz, 
Regulating the Lives of Women.  Boston: South End Press.



Week #11
The New Millennium
Nov 7

The Clinton Years – Welfare Reform



Bush II – Conservative Values


Read:

Day, Chapter 13 (pp. 406-466): “The Synergistic Cycle”




Ginsberg, L. (1998). Conservative reformers: Charles Murray, 



George Gilder, and The Bell Curve. In L. Ginsberg, Conservative 



Social Welfare Policy. Chicago: Nelson Hall Publishers.


Web Sites:
Fact Sheet: Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Act: 



www.act.dhhs.gov/programs/ops/facts/pwora96.htm

Week #12
Student Group Presentations


Nov 14

Week #13
Student Group Presentations

Nov 21


Unit IV:
Social Work and Policy Practice


This unit examines professional roles for social workers in the policy arena, including as 
policy analysts, legislative staff, executive branch staff, elected officials, and advocates. 
Students also consider future directions in social welfare policy in light of today’s 
cultural/political realities and foreseeable trends.

Week #14
Policy Roles for Social Workers

Dec 5

Opportunities for Policy-Making




Opportunities for Influence



Read:

Ginsberg, L. (1996). Understanding social problems, policies, and 




programs. Columbia, SC: University of South Carolina Press 




(Chapter 9).




Reisch, M. (1997). The political context of social work. In M. 




Reisch and E. Gambrill (Eds). Social Work in the 21st Century. 




Thousand Oaks, CA: Pine Forge Press.



In Class:
Review for Final Exam




Historical Analysis Due

ADDITIONAL READINGS

Aromovitz, M. (1996).  Regulating the lives of women. Boston: South End Press

Axinn, J. & Stern, M. J. (2001). Social welfare:  A history of the American response to need.  Boston: Allyn & Bacon.

Berrick, J. D. (1995).  Faces of poverty:  Portraits of women and children on welfare.  New York: Oxford University Press.

Beverly, D. O. & McSweeney, E. A. (1987). Social welfare and social justice.  Englewood Cliffs, NJ:  Prentice-Hall, Inc.

Coles, R & Testa, R. (Eds.) (2001.) Growing up poor: A literary anthology.  New York:  The New Press.

Cozic, C. P. & Winters, P.A. (Eds.) (1997). Welfare: Opposing viewpoints:  San Diego, CA: Greenhaven Press, Inc.

Dolgoff, R (1999). What does social welfare produce?  Journal of International Social Work, 42 (3), 295-307.

Ellwood, D. T. (1988). Poor support:  Poverty in the American family.  Basic Books, Inc.

Ginsberg, L. (1998). Conservative social welfare policy:  A description and analysis. Chicago: Nelson-Hall, Inc.

Jansson, B.S. (2001). The reluctant welfare state.  Belmont, CA: Brooks/Cole

Karger, H., Midgley, J., & Brown, C. (2003). Controversial issues in social policy. Boston: Allyn and Bacon. 

Ladd, E. C. & Bowman, K. H. (1998). Attitudes toward economic inequality.  Washington, D. C.: The AEI Press.

Lavelle, R. (Ed.) (1995). America’s new war on poverty: A reader for action.  San Francisco: KQED Books

Leone, B. (Ed.) (1999). Poverty: Opposing viewpoints. San Diego, CA: Greenhaven Press, Inc.

Leone, B. (Ed.) (1997). At issue: Welfare Reform.  San Diego, CA:  Greenhaven Press, Inc.

Perlmutter, F. D. (1997). From welfare to work: Corporate initiatives and welfare reform. New York: Oxford University Press.

Trattner, W. I. (1999). From poor law to welfare state: A history of social welfare in America. New York: The Free Press.
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