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APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL OF RESEARCH PROPOSAL

Your request to collect data or conduct research in Fairfax County Public Schools will be considered when the chair of the Research Screening Committee receives six (6) paper copies or one electronic copy of pages 1-4 of this application, three (3) paper copies of your research proposal (Part III), and the required enclosures listed in Part IV.  Send your completed application to:  Chair, Research Screening Committee, Office of Program Evaluation, Department of Educational Accountability, 7423 Camp Alger Avenue, Falls Church, VA  22042.

PART I

APPLICANT INFORMATION

Name(s) of Applicant(s): (list principal investigator or lead researcher first):

Mary Jane McIlwain

Dr. Susan Burns

Note:  The lead researcher should complete this application.  However, page 2 requires signatures from all participating researchers. 

Title of Study: Students To Students: School Based Storybook Buddies
Home Address: 6505 Cavalier Drive

                         Alexandria, VA  22307

E-Mail Address: maryjane.mcilwain@fcps.edu
Business Address: Belle View School

                               6701 Ft. Hunt Road

                                Alexandria, VA 22307

Business Telephone: 703-660-8300
Job Title:  Reading Specialist/Reading Recovery Teacher
Will you be conducting this research as part of your employment?  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

Will you be conducting this research to fulfill a college or university requirement? 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
  No

If yes, explain here and complete the next five items.

 I am planning on completing the project as a pilot study which will inform my dissertation. I am also collaborating with our Head Start Teacher, who will also be conducting teacher research during our project.
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College or University:  George Mason University
Address:  Robinson Hall A  A451A; 4400 University Dr.; MS 4B3; Fairfax, VA  22030
Department:  Ph.D. in Edcuation, Literacy
Major Advisor:  Dr. Stephen White; Dr. Burns will be supervising the project.
Advisor’s Telephone: 703-993-9380
Have you identified an FCPS administrator to serve as sponsor?  If so, please provide his or her name and position.  If not, please discuss sponsorship with the chair of the Research Screening Committee.   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  

Name and position of sponsor: Thomas Kuntz
I (we) understand that review of this request for approval of a research proposal in no way obligates Fairfax County Public Schools to participate in this research.  I (we) also understand that approval does not constitute commitment of resources or endorsement of the study or its findings by the school division or by the School Board.


I (we) acknowledge that participation in research studies by students, parents, and school staff members is voluntary and that written parental permission is required for student participation.  I (we) will preserve the anonymity of all participants in all reporting of this study.  I (we) will not reveal the identity or include identifiable characteristics of schools or of the school system unless authorized to do so by the Division Superintendent.

If approval is granted, I (we) will abide by all Fairfax County Public Schools policies and regulations and will conduct this research within the stipulations accompanying the letter of approval.  At the completion of the study, I (we) will provide Fairfax County Public Schools with at least two copies of the results.

Each participating researcher must sign below.





     

     
Signature of Applicant

Date





     

     
Signature of Applicant

Date





      FORMTEXT 

    



Signature of Applicant

Date
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PART II

COSTS AND BENEFITS TO PARTICIPANTS AND TO FCPS

Please complete sections A. through D. below.


A.

Proposed participants.  Describe the proposed participants in detail. Include the number and names of schools, classrooms, students, staff members, and parents or others and characteristics of the participants, such as grade level or role within the school system.  You may attach a chart or table as a communication aid.



Paticipants will include the Head Start teacher, her Head Start students (17 students) and  17 sixth grade students.




B.

Demands on participants.  What specifically will be required of the participants?  How much time will be required on each occasion that data is collected?  How do the data collection procedures minimize potential disruption of the instructional program and the ability of staff members to carry out their assigned duties?




Sixth grade and Head Start students will be paired for a daily fifteen minute storybook session, to occur before any core subjects or specials begin.   All students will complete the Elementary Reading Attitudes Survey, with the Head Start students completing an adapted version, as a pre and post motivation measure.  The sixth grade students will be trained in an adapted version of dialogic reading and they will collect data as to whether or not the Head Start students display knowledge of targeted vocabulary words. 
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C.
Privacy protection.  How do the treatment, data collection, and reporting procedures ensure that the participants’ privacy and legal rights will be protected?  How do the reporting procedures preserve the anonymity of individual schools and the school system?



All names will be removed from assessment instruments, protocals and analysis.  An identification key will be used to track progress made by the students.  Only the researcher and participating teacher will have access to the indentification key. 
D.

Benefits.  How will the participants benefit?  How does the research address the current needs and interests of FCPS?  What are the long-term benefits for the educational community?




Head Start students will engage in one on one storybook reading every day. These experiences will build their background knowledge, vocabulary, and schema for a viariety of comprehension and decoding strategies as they learn to read.  Sixth grade participants will gain insight into the power of community involvement as they work to provide our Head Start studnts with story and discussion experiences that lay the foundation for school success. The educational purpose of this projectis to determine the effectiveness of a one on one storybook reading program that can be done within the instructional day with minimal distruption to the instructional program. The potential positive effects will influence the achievement gap at the onset of schooling because this project is easy to replicate across various schools and contexts.
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PART III

RESEARCH PROPOSAL

A complete description of the proposed research must be included in this application and must include all the following sections marked by a heading.  If you are a doctoral degree candidate or an FCPS employee pursuing a master’s degree, you may submit the research proposal that has been approved by your committee.  If any of the following information is not included, please revise the proposal or provide an addendum containing the missing information.


A.
Brief Summary.  In 500 words or less provide a rationale and statement of the problem, definition of terms, description of the research design and statistical analysis, and implications of the research.


B.

Background and Introduction.  This section should present the purpose and  importance of the study.  It should consider key aspects of related research and include both the theoretical framework and its application to school settings.  The research problem and statistical hypotheses or research should be prominent.


C
Research Design and Methodology.  This section should specify how the applicant plans to conduct the study and should include descriptions of research paradigms, treatments, operational procedures, and limitations of the study.

D. Research Instruments.  Describe all surveys, observation instruments, questionnaires, and interview protocols to be used in the research.  Time requirements, procedures for administration, and use(s) of the data should be clear from the information in this and other sections of the proposal.  Note that copies of all instruments must be provided.  (See Part IV B.)




Applicants submitting research instruments that are not standardized or are still in the process of development must explain why new instruments are needed, what pilot test procedures will be used, and what level of technical adequacy is expected following the pilot testing.  Approval will not be granted until final instruments are submitted.


E.
Sampling.  This section should provide a detailed description of how the participants will be obtained.  Details should include sampling procedure(s); number of students, staff members, and/or parents; grade level and background information; and special sample characteristics.  

F.
Data Collection.  This section should specify the process and procedures used by the applicant in collecting the data.  Information should include the persons responsible for each phase of data collection and those persons needed to help in the process.  Time needed from participants must be provided.
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G.
Data Analysis.  This section should include the rationale and procedures for analyzing the data--such as edit checking, scoring and decision rules, rater reliability, and descriptive and inferential statistics.  The relationships among the hypotheses, the instruments, and the analyses must be shown.

H.
Reporting the Results.  This section should provide a complete description of how the results are to be reported, including the purpose and audience for each type of reporting.


I.
Time Lines.  This section should provide a breakdown of time requirements for all students and staff members.  This should indicate when each task is to be performed, who is involved, and the estimated time needed by each person.  Deadlines or time constraints should be specified.


J.
Source of Funding.  Please indicate how you will cover the costs of study. 
PART IV

REQUIRED ENCLOSURES


A.
If you are a doctoral degree candidate or an FCPS employee pursuing a master’s degree, enclose with your application:  (1) a letter of authorization and recommendation from your major advisor or committee chair and (2) an approval form or letter from your university’s human subjects committee, if appropriate.


B.
Enclose with your application three (3) complete copies of each research instrument to be used, including questionnaires, surveys, tests, observation instruments, and interview or focus group protocols.  Your proposal should show the relationship between the instruments and the research questions.  Include norm table scores and scoring rules when necessary for clarification.


C.
Provide copyright releases for each instrument, if applicable.


D.

Enclose, with your application, resumes providing information on the professional and technical qualifications of the applicant(s) and, if applicable, the dissertation or thesis advisor or consultant.

