Question: Differentiation is an important practice that will raise student achievement in language arts at Belle View. 

Strongly Agree 70% (21)   Agree 26.7% (8)   Undecided 0    Disagree 3.3% (1)    Strongly Disagree 0
	Open Coding

Pvd = providing various stations 17,8, 7, 9
Incs = incorporated into station 17
o/oinstr = one on one instruction 17
Inb = interactive notebooks 17
Achec = additional challeng hw ext concepts 13
Vhp = variety homework papers 11

Dms = different math selections 11
Ccmec = color coded math env. Ctrs 9
S = scaffolds 1

Gort =graphic organizers for retelling 1
Udt = using dif text 15, 11
Gesa = geared to each students’ ability 17, 12
Dssga = dividing students into similar groups ach 17,13
Clsag = creating lns/stns gor ach groups 17
Pmocl = presented mat. On comp lev. 16
g/Ismi-m-at = groups/ind same materials for intro-middle

                        advance tasks 15
Dlbr = using dif lev bks rdg 14
Glr = grade level rdrs 10
Bglr = below grade level rdr 10
Ttl = tiered to their level 9, 8
Lt = leveled text 5

Lm = leveled materials 5
Surtal = students use  research tools appr. Rdg lvl 4 

Ibsdl = I believe students’ work  dif levls 3
Sgwvsl = small groups w/ wide variety of skill levels 2

Hlschl = higher level students choose level 2
Cl = children learn 16, 6
Nsrcu = no sense to read w/out und 16
Mnal = meet the needs of all learners 8
Swnms =see who need more sup 8

Wwe = who need extention 8

Mso = meet specific obj 8
Hbsl = held back stifle learning 3

Pfbrsl = pressed forward before ready stifle learning 3
Rgrcom =reading groups read and comp 16
Agps = all groups practice strat 16
Srg = sep rdg gps 15
Dgbrw = dif grps reading and writing 14
Crg = creating dif rdy grps 10
Gr = guided reading 1
Sbwg = skills based writing group 1
Cawsg = children are all working in small groups 12, 6, 7, 1, 9
Dif g = differentiated groups 4
Sgtt = smaller group tackling task 2
Sgw = small group work 1
Uml = use of mini lessons 8, 2
Dal = designing a lesson 8

Lal = looking at a lesson 8
aqHCIMLWAS= how can I make lesson work for all students 8
sr = students rotate17
Ts = their sear 9

Ut=using tech 6

Dsi = discussing and sharing ideas 6

Swda = students working in different activities 9, 7, 2

Sswea = some students  working on enrichment activities 6

Iw = independent work 1

Ktp = kids talking in pairs 1

Rbi = reading based on interest 1

Tcsr = teachers conferring w/ students in reading 1

Tcsw = teachers conferring w/ students in writing 1
ibDp =  I believe students work at different paces 3
Mth = more teachers to help 2
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	Memos

Some verbs apply to teacher and some apply to kids

Some use grade level as the marker for differentiation

Practicing strategies is different than tiering, etc.

Note different levels of students in the answers: How are they described? How does differentiation apply to different types of students?

What components of LA are differentiated?

Dividing kids vs/as well as tailoring lessons/activities…

Differentiating kids, lessons, papers
Differentiation

Teachers                    kids

Differentiation

Lessons   groups ssignments

T    K    

                 T    k       t    k  

Seat vs center seem to be the only mention of environment; no mention of routines

What is used…what do you see students doing…what do you see teachers doing (before during after)


	Themes

Teachers teaching using the following tools: Individual instruction (stations-5;int. nb-1;hw-2; color coded activities-1;scaffolds-1; graphic org.-1), small groups (small groups-8; dif rdg groups-1 (practice stat-1; guided reading-1;) skills based wtg groups-1

To differentiate by level (16)

So that students learn (to meet the objective (1) and read with comprehension (2)) by meeting all needs supports and extensions-3; holding back or pressing forward to early stifles learning-1


Question:  Differentiation is an important practice that will raise student achievement in language arts at Belle View.
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Please provide examples of what differentiation could look like in the classroom. (17 responses)
Teachers teaching using the following tools to differentiate by level so that students learn.

[image: image3.emf]Differentiation

72%

28%

0% 0% 0%

Strongly Agree

Agree

Undecided

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

level (16)
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The use of manipulatives is an important practice that will raise student achievement in language arts at Belle View.
Strongly agree 52% (15)         Agree 31% (9)         Undecided 14% (4)             Disagree 3% (1)                 Strongly disagree 0

Please provide your thoughts about why this is important.

	Open Coding
	Axial Coding
	Memos
	Selective Coding (Themes)

	Cto = concrete and tactile opportunies 1 
Vt = visual and tactile 
ums = they can use as many senses as they can 12 – 13, 34-35

Vmhs = visual aspect huge success 19-20 

rp = repeated practice 2,38 
Nl = new learning 13

ws= word study 2, 3
Wst = word sorts 2

Ps = picture sorts 2

Ls = letter sorts 2

Mw = making words 3

 Mwwwmr= multiple ways work with words to master reading 18 Iv=increase vocabulary 25

Wsas=word sorts all subjects 35-36

Cs = concept sorts 2

Pabk = pictures activate background knowledge 3-4
 Scrs = students can relate it to something 16-17, 30

Ek = engages kids 6, 39 
I = interactive 6 
Htc = easier to show how things connect 7 

Sb = smart boards 6

Tech = 5-6, 

Uro=use real objects 24

Rp=real photos 24

Laic=link auditory input and comprehension 33

Hs = easier to show how to synthesize 8

 Hcc = easier to show how to compare and contrast 8

Ecg = easier to grasp new concept 12, 16, 32
Slmdw=many students learn in many different ways 22

Ls=learning styles 37

Hkvc=help kids visualize concepts 31

Oklma =older kids like moving around 9-10

Sntac = older kids add sticky notes to an 10-11 

Ugnu=upper grades not used 27

Ac=all children 25

Mmlm= manipulatives makes learning meaningful 19, 21 

Mtno=motivate and teach new ideas 38

Mlf=make learning fun 39

Rwl=remember what they learn 40

K-2ufl= k-2 useful and fun way of learning 26

Esol=esol 27,24, 29

Bac=below average child 28 29

Hmyc=help more in younger classes
Msnhoe = many students need hands on experiences 21, 29

Iwan = it’s important that we adhere to their needs 22-23
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	There is a difference between making learning fun (entertainment) and making learning fun (relevant and successful). I wonder what respondents meant by fun.

Mostly relegated to below average, ESOL, special needs and k-2 students

	Who should benefit from manipulatives?

All children (1)
Many students need handa on experiences (2) and it is important that we adhere to their needs (1). 
Older kids:

Like moving around (1)

Attach stick notes to anchor charts (1)

Not used with older kids (1)

Younger kids:

Useful and fun way of learning for k-2 (2)

Esol: (3)

Below Average Students: (2)

What constitutes use of manipulatives?

Concrete learning opps that include visual and tactile experiences (3) that allows students to use as many senses as they can (2).

How is the use of manipulatives enacted?

Various word study activity to master reading (3):

Word sorts (1), picture sorts (1), letter sorts (1), making words (1)

Various activities geared towards increasing vocabulary (1) including word/concept sorts in all content areas (2).
Tools include the use of technology (1)/smartbaords (1), the use of real photographs (1), and the use of real objects (1).
Why does the use of manipulatives raise student achievement:

The interactive nature of manipulatives(1) allows for:

The  use of pictures to activate background knowledge (1) which engages kids (1) by allowsing students to relate new learning to something already known (3). 

Manipulatives allow students to use or even integrate multiple intelligences (2) to grasp new concepts (3) by:
Linking auditory input and comprehension (1)

Helping kids to visualize concepts (1)

Making it easier to show students how to synthesize (1)

Making it easier to show kids how to compare and contrast (1)




Question:  The use of manipulatives is an important practice that will raise student achievement in language arts at Belle View.

           
Please provide your thoughts about why the use of manipulatives is important. (14 Responses)


The use of authentic teaching and learning experiences is an important practice that will raise student achievement in language arts at Belle View.
Strongly Agree: 59% (17)   Agree 24% (7)   Undecided 14% (4)     Disagree 3% (1)     Strongly Disagree 0%
Please provide your thoughts about why this is important. 
	Open Coding
	Axial Coding
	Memos
	Selective Coding (Themes)

	D= discussions 2

DMtdtir=more time talking to improve recall 3-4

d—ael=lots of talking about what is being learned will accelerate english language learning 6-7

wrsr=when it’s real students will remember the information 32
s—mmr=multi media reports will help synthesis 5-6

rws—rs=real world scenerios to get kids to research solutions 16-17

srdssec=students research differenct sources of energy to solve the energy crisis 17-18
ksakrll=knowing where students are is key to raising them to the next level of learning 19-20

fabfl=formative assessments determines where to begin and future lessons 20-21

twanwsb=teach where they are not where they should be 23-24
caenoe=certain areas to be evaluated and not open ended 25-26

tsk&NK=teachers see what kids know and don’t know 26

twcui=teaching where children understanding is 27
Allqlt=answering low level questions limits thinking involved 2-3

tkaqnrwit=teaching kids to answer questions is not using reading and 

writing to improve thinking 9-11 pd—goat=graphic organizers and accessible text guide thinking about plot development 8-9, 1-2
fma=fuzzy about the meaning of authentic 30

uk-al=given the chance to use what they already know to help them learn new things 22-23

addcp=assessing differently allowing ownership of concepts, projects 28

kcme=kids connect to material easier 29

mlr=makes learning real 31

Lm= like using manipulatives 1

grnmp=guided reading needs more planning 12-13

pwttw=planning ml w/ teams w/ exp. Mentors/specialists, team teaching takes a long time but is worthwile 13-15

	Discussions/opps to talk
DMtdtir=more time talking to improve recall 2-4

d—ael=lots of talking about what is being learned will accelerate english language learning 6-7

comprehension scaffolds
tkaqnrwit=teaching kids to answer questions is not using reading and 

writing to improve thinking 9-11,2-3 pd—goat=graphic organizers and accessible text guide thinking about plot development 8-9, 1-2
research
s—mmr=multi media reports will help synthesis 5-6

rws—rs=real world scenerios to get kids to research solutions 16-17

srdssec=students research differenct sources of energy to solve the energy crisis 17-18
wrsr=when it’s real students will remember the information 32

planning
 grnmp=guided reading needs more planning 12-13

pwttw=planning ml w/ teams w/ exp. Mentors/specialists, team teaching takes a long time but is worthwile 13-15
assessment
ksakrll=knowing where students are is key to raising them to the next level of learning 19-20, 20-21, 27, 26
twanwsb=teach where they are not where they should be 23-24
caenoe=certain areas to be evaluated and not open ended 25-26

benefit to kids

uk-al=given the chance to use what they already know to help them learn new things 22-23, 29
addcp=assessing differently allowing ownership of concepts, projects 28

mlr=makes learning real 31

unsure
fma=fuzzy about the meaning of authentic 30


	After the first read of the responses it seems that we are all over the place as to what authentic teaching and learning looks like.
Some possible categories emerging after two responses are discussions, planning.

Research has popped up more than once

Responses may be categorized at to why it is important and how it looks

There seems to be an assessment piece emerging

I wonder what the balance is of teaching comments and learning comments

Teachers need to plan and assess.

Students benefit from discussions, research because they can make connections….improves thinking
Could put comments on a continuum from unsure to planning to activities to benefits for kids
	Opportunities to conduct research  on live issues and to discuss learning raises the level of student thinking.
Assessment and planning sets up the use of authentic teaching and learning experiences.

Authentic teaching and learning experiences increases sustained student engagement.


The use of authentic teaching and learning experiences is an important practice that will raise student achievement in language arts at Belle View. (30 responses)

Please provide your thoughts about why the use of authentic teaching and learning experiences is an important practice. (11 responses)



                                                                               
\





A focus on essential vocabulary is an important practice that will raise student achievement in language arts at Belle View.
Strongly Agree 56% (17)      Agree 37% (11)     Undecided 7% (2)          Disagree 0      Strongly Disagree 0
Please provide examples of how this could look in the classroom. (14 responses)

	Open Coding
	Axial Coding
	Memos
	Selective Coding (Themes)

	S=struggle 1
Rfiutc=room for improvement in using terms consistently 11-12

Daatp=do we all agree on terms for plot 12

Wwlcf=use word of the week during library classes but it feels forced 13-14
Evvi=essential vocabulary is important 1

enl=essential for new learning 38
Sivaar=students must understand vocabulary used on assessments to get accurate results 20-21

vbk=vocabulary is background knowledge 38

Wswft=wouldn’t want to stop at a list of words kids need to know for a test 2

Knllw=kids need to learn how to learn words 3
Fglvrnf=fst. Grade students expected to learn vocab as read nonfiction 3-4
Fguvr=fst.grade student expected to use vocabulary when retelling 4-5

sp/sm=spelling includes meaning 44-45

Licr=look in a classroom 5
iaml=introduce activities in minilessons 5-6
Gsavk=great strategy to assess vocab knowledge 28

 wss=word sort schedules 36
Kfuciwty=kids follow up in centers/ind work throughout the yr  6-7

a/i=applications and integration in other subjects 31

uba=understanding before application 33

kafm=knowing an abbrev. Makes finding mistakes easier 34

Taw=talking about words 8-9

Spewwfr=students place essential words on word wall for future reference 15-17, 29, 30,

Wwkvfim=word walls keep vocabulary fresh and in their minds 17-18

Smwtusa=students more willing to use vocab.if it is in their sight and easily accessible 18-19

Hlucclav=highest level of understanding when kids comm. Learning using academic vocabulary 22-23

Asdt-asking students the definition is important

Hwswtk=taking one step further asking them how or why they know is a sure way to know they understand concept

Cd=class discussions 30

w—evmcwth=in writing add more colorful words and use thesaurus 45-47

r—dvl=reading we discuss vocab to help comprehension 47-48

Ws=word sorts 7-8

Cs=concept sorts 8

Ww=word webs 8

Wcc=word collector charts 8

Wg=word games 9
 Scwwcs=students complete a word wall categorized by subject area 15

Se=sharing examples 26

Sav=sorting academic vocabulary 27

Wb=word books 29

P=posters 29, 39

wwl=word walls 36

du=dictionary use 36

swkr=sight word key rings 37

bev=books with essential vocabulary 38

twd=teach word and definition 40

pc=practice the concept 40

wdm=write or draw what the word means 41

sddt=students define different terms 42

spe/ao=students provide examples or act out using terms 42-43

R=retelling 8

Pabk=using pics to activate background knowledge 9

Dws=differentiated word study 10

Utc=use terms consistently 11

	Concerns and Rationale
S=struggle 1

Rfiutc=room for improvement in using terms consistently 11-12

Daatp=do we all agree on terms for plot 12

Wwlcf=use word of the week during library classes but it feels forced 13-14
Evvi=essential vocabulary is important 1

enl=essential for new learning 38
Sivaar=students must understand vocabulary used on assessments to get accurate results 20-21

vbk=vocabulary is background knowledge 38

Wswft=wouldn’t want to stop at a list of words kids need to know for a test 2

Knllw=kids need to learn how to learn words 3

Fglvrnf=fst. Grade students expected to learn vocab as read nonfiction 3-4

Fguvr=fst.grade student expected to use vocabulary when retelling 4-5

Routines and Explicit Instruction
iaml=introduce activities in minilessons 5-6
uba=understanding before application 33

Gsavk=great strategy to assess vocab knowledge 28

 wss=word sort schedules 36
Kfuciwty=kids follow up in centers/ind work throughout the yr  6-7

a/i=applications and integration in other subjects 31
kafm=knowing an abbrev. Makes finding mistakes easier 34

Pabk=using pics to activate background knowledge 9

Dws=differentiated word study 10

Utc=use terms consistently 11

sp/sm=spelling includes meaning 44-45

Activities Across Subjects

Ws=word sorts 7-8

Cs=concept sorts 8

Ww=word webs 8

Wcc=word collector charts 8

Wg=word games 9
 Scwwcs=students complete a word wall categorized by subject area 15

Se=sharing examples 26

Sav=sorting academic vocabulary 27

Wb=word books 29

P=posters 29, 39

wwl=word walls 36

du=dictionary use 36

swkr=sight word key rings 37

bev=books with essential vocabulary 38

twd=teach word and definition 40

pc=practice the concept 40

wdm=write or draw what the word means 41

sddt=students define different terms 42

spe/ao=students provide examples or act out using terms 42-43

R=retelling 8

Talk
Taw=talking about words 8-9

Spewwfr=students place essential words on word wall for future reference 15-17, 29, 30,

Wwkvfim=word walls keep vocabulary fresh and in their minds 17-18

Smwtusa=students more willing to use vocab.if it is in their sight and easily accessible 18-19

Hlucclav=highest level of understanding when kids comm. Learning using academic vocabulary 22-23

Asdt-asking students the definition is important

Hwswtk=taking one step further asking them how or why they know is a sure way to know they understand concept

Cd=class discussions 30

w—evmcwth=in writing add more colorful words and use thesaurus 45-47

r—dvl=reading we discuss vocab to help comprehension 47-48


	Some responses deal with labels for things we teach while others deal with increasing vocabulary
Some talk about how kids learn vocabulary
 Data could be divided into routines, activities, purposes/rationale

Could be things the teachers do and things that kids do
What kids need to do and what teachers need to do

There seems to be a strong push to creating ways for kids to easily use and talk about essential vocabulary to learn about the concepts involved….as well as ways to learn words in general.

Points of difficulty w/ the staff include connectedness, consistency, and overall purposes (teaching vocabulary to learn concepts vs/and teaching kids how to learn words).

Could talk about how vocab instruction looks in different subjects
	There is a need for connectedness, consistency, and clear understanding of how essential vocabulary is included in and influences vocabulary instruction.
Connectedness

Consistency

Vocabulary Instruction (how to learn words and essential vocabulary; the value of implicit and explicit instruction).

Routines that Allow for Explicit Instruction, Implicit Instruction, and Independent Practice

Talk in Important Throughout Explicit, Implicit, and Independent Activities as well as Between Staff 



A focus on essential vocabulary is an important practice that will 
raise student achievement in language arts at Belle View. (30 responses)

Please provide examples of how this could look in the classroom. (14 responses).
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Individualized Instruction


Stations (5)


Interactive Notebooks (1)


Homework (2)


Color Coded Activities (2)


Scaffolds (1)


Graphic Organizers (1)





Small Group Instruction














Reading


Guided reading (1)


Practice strategies (1)


Different reading groups (1)





Writing


Skills based writing groups (1)





To….


Meet an objective (1)


Read with comprehension (2)





Whole Group Lessons


Minilessons (2)


Designing lessons to work for all students (1)





By…


Meeting all needs (supporting and extending) (3)


Because…


Holding students back or pressing forward before students are ready stifles learning (1)
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When are manipulatives used at Belle View? 


Manipulatives are used to facilitate new learning (1) and to provide opportunities for repeated practice (2).











How is the use of manipulatives enacted at Belle View?


Various word study activities are used to master reading (3): Word sorts (1), picture sorts (1), letter sorts (1), making words (1)





Various activities are geared towards increasing vocabulary including word/concept sorts in all content areas (2).





Tools used to enact manipulatives include the use of technology (1)/smartbaords (1), the use of real photographs (1), and the use of real objects (1).











What constitutes the use of manipulatives at Belle View?


Concrete learning opportunities s that include visual and tactile experiences (3) that allows students to use as many senses as they can (2).














Why does the use of manipulatives raise student achievement in language arts at Belle View?


The interactive nature of manipulatives(1)allows:


The  use of pictures to activate background knowledge (1) which engages kids (1) as they relate new learning to something already known (3). 





Manipulatives allow students to use or even integrate multiple intelligences (2) to grasp new concepts (3) by:


Linking auditory input and comprehension (1)


Helping kids to visualize concepts (1)


Making it easier to show students how to synthesize (1)


Making it easier to show kids how to compare and contrast (1)





Who should benefit from the use of manipulatives as we work to raise student achievement in language arts at Belle View?





All children (1) because many students need hands on experiences (2) and it is important that we adhere to their needs (1).  





 ESOL Students (3)   





Below Average Students: (2)





Older kids enjouymoving around (1) like when they attach stick notes to anchor charts (1); otherwise manipulatives are not used with older kids (1).





Younger kids enjoy manipulatives because they are useful and fun way of learning for k-2 (2). 














Unsure about what authentic teaching and learning is. (1)





Students are given the chance to use what they already know to help them connect to new learning (2)


allows ownership of concepts, projects, etc.  (1)


makes learning real (1)





Opportunities to Raise Thinking





Assessment and Planning





Sustained


Engagement





Assessment and planning set up the use of authentic teaching and learning experiences. This work provides opportunities to conduct research on live issues and to discuss learning—both of which raise the level of student thinking due to sustained engagement.





Guided reading needs more planning (1)


Planning ml with teams that include experienced mentors/specialists and team teaching takes a long time but is worthwhile (1)


Knowing where students are is key to raising them to the next level of learning (4)


Teach where they are not where they should be (1)


Define certain areas to be evaluated and avoid going too broad (1)








Discussions/opps to Talk


More time talking about new learning could improve recall (1) and accelerate english language learning (1)


Comprehension Scaffolds


Teaching kids to answer questions is not using reading and writing to improve thinking (2)


Graphic organizers and accessible text guide thinking about plot development (2)


Research


Multi media reports will help synthesis (1)


Real world scenerios will motivate kids to research solutions (1)


When it’s real students will remember the information  (1)
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Clear, Connected, Consistent





Talk





Activites





Routines





There is a need for connectedness, consistency, and clear understanding of how essential vocabulary is included in and influences vocabulary instruction. (13)














Routines that allow for explicit instruction, implicit instruction, and independent practice need to be established. (11)














Vocabulary Instruction (how to learn words and essential vocabulary) is accomplished through both implicit and explicit activities and lessons. (20)























Talk in Important throughout  explicit, implicit, and independent activities as well as between teachers. (9) 











_1278950017.xls
Chart1

		17

		11

		2

		0

		0



Essential Vocabulary



Sheet1

		Question		Strongly Agree		Agree		Undecided		Disagree		Strongly Disagree

		Differentiation		21		8		0		0		0

		Manipulatives		15		9		4		1		0

		Authentic T&L		17		7		4		1		0.00%

		Essential Vocabulary		17		11		2		0.00%		0

		Authentic  Assessments		16		8		6		0		0





Sheet1

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0



Differentiation



Sheet2

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0



Manipulatives



Sheet3

		0

		0

		0

		0

		0



Authentic T&L



		0

		0

		0

		0

		0



Essential Vocabulary



		0

		0

		0

		0

		0



Authentic  Assessments



		0		0		0		0		0

		0		0		0		0		0

		0		0		0		0		0

		0		0		0		0		0

		0		0		0		0		0



Strongly Agree

Agree

Undecided

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

Questions

Number of Teachers

SIP Survey Results



		





		






