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1) What role does a critical friend play?
Factors that contribute to collaborative success are a common language, common interests, and different strengths and weaknesses. It takes time to develop a working knowledge of these characteristics and time is difficult to find. On the other hand, taking the time to understand my critical friend’s perspective—to allow it in—will make my work more comprehensive and more connected to my beliefs, even as I widen my lens to include new territory. I hope that my perspective and attentiveness offers the same to my critical friend.
I feel like we are getting on a role and that I am finally catching up to Tammie. I am still growing as a critical friend. I am afraid of it—afraid that I will not give enough. I am coming to understand how to effectively balance the need to ask questions of my critical friend’s work, to offer specific praise, and to validate her work’s importance to the field of reading instruction and research. I need to learn to give praise and validation in a meaningful and productive way that extends my friend’s work. I also need to learn to take praise—to trust it—so my work will be extended.
I must take the time to truly understand her perspective, her efforts, and her drive; just as I need to take the time to understand my perspective, my efforts, and my drive. To be a critical friend is to find our point of intersubjectivity. I will no longer wonder if I am asking leading questions or providing optimal feedback once our intersubjectivities weld together. 
I think it takes time and lots of exchanges, but wow the progress in self-study is huge. You do need to be willing to really take the time to connect what is being said to the person you are getting to know. 

Having a critical friend is awesome. It brings in another perspective. It helps broaden and focus at the same time. It helps to reframe, to design, to question, to analyze, and to report. A critical friend’s voice could connect you to an inner voice of your own.
2) What impact did your CF have in your professional development and research? 
I think I am becoming a better listener. Listening for what it is my critical friend really wants to accomplish and how--listening to understand her perspective so that I can help with my views if and when the times come to do so. It is also helping me to value the perspectives of other research. Thus, I am more able to find points of synthesis, complimentarity and overlay with my own research interests. I strengthen my own purpose and beliefs each time I am able to do this.
3) Will you do anything different as a result of your experience with your CF?

I am planning on continuing this relationship. Soon I will be sending her and my advisor a paper I will be submitting to a journal. I will be seeking her out often. This is new since I normally like to work alone or to “fly under the radar.”
