"what the child [or learner] is able to do in collaboration today, he will be able to do independently tomorrow." 
Vygotsky, L. (1978). Interaction between Learning and Development   (pp. 79-91). In Mind in Society. (Trans. M. Cole). Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. Retrieved November 21, 2009 from http://www.comnet.ca/~pballan/Vygotsky%281978%29.htm
Scaffolding is support that is temporary; it is removed when the structure is complete and can stand independently. As educators we must give the support that is necessary, but be prepared to remove it so the learner can grow to full maturity

   
