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My background and work experiences are the backdrop against which my future goals are based. The main reason that I decided to apply for admission into the Ph. D. program at George Mason University (GMU) was because I felt that it was time for my personal and career interests to merge. I had always had an interest in education issues, but my background in math and economics landed me a job reviewing issues related to financial markets and community investment programs. My background was well-suited for working in those issue areas, I was well-liked by the management team, I was promoted fairly quickly, and I received high marks on my annual evaluations. However, I felt restless because I knew that studying issues related to the financial markets would not lie in my longer-term future. Over the years, I had always kept an interest in mathematics, and thus decided to open a small business, J-Squared Math Tutoring Services, to provide one-on-one and small group tutoring in a variety of mathematics courses for students in the Washington, DC metropolitan area. I found this foray into entrepreneurship to be very rewarding, but it still did not fulfill what I thought was a desire to teach. 

Once I enrolled in the Ph. D. program at GMU, however, I realized that the goals that I included in my admissions essay were the same; they just became more focused and aligned with my interests and my strengths. They were and still are: (1) to advance the academic success of students; and (2) to further the contributions in education research in order to bring about change in education policies. My academic and professional experiences have been key in helping me propel to another phase of my academic and professional career. However, that next phase has changed since I wrote the admissions essay. I have subsequently changed my major specialization to Education Policy, with a secondary specialization in Research Methodology. During my tenure in the Ph. D. program, I also became interested in studying issues related to the achievement gap between Black and White students, educational equity and adequacy, and opportunity to learn. Ultimately, the Ph. D. degree in Education Policy will allow me to reach my original goal of affecting change by conducting education research in a public policy environment. 
I am keen to study education policy at the doctoral level because I had already gained years of experience in a variety of policy fields during my tenure at the United States Government Accountability Office (GAO).  I enjoy the policy work that I do at the GAO. It is my intention to join the Education, Workforce, and Income Security team at GAO so that I can continue to research and report on policy issues and make recommendations that will make a difference in the lives of children through changes in education policy at the federal level. I also intend to make an academic contribution to the education field by producing scholarly research and affecting the lives of students through teaching.
I believe that a Ph. D. degree in Education Policy, with a minor specialization in Research Methodology, is the tie that binds my personal interests in education with my existing career path in research and public policy. I have not chosen a straight path on the road to the Ph. D.; however, my diversity of experience is my biggest asset. I know that my past will be used to prepare myself for the promises of the future, and in the years ahead, I look forward to contributing to research on education policy issues. I still want to make a solid contribution to the research, development, and introduction of new approaches to finding solutions to problems in education policy, but now I am focused on specific issues, such as the student achievement gap and opportunity to learn. I also visualize myself playing an important role in influencing policy at the federal level in my current work at the GAO. The Ph. D. program at George Mason University will provide me with a toolbox of knowledge, research experience, and other invaluable resources that will serve me well as I continue to develop my researching and leadership skills. It will also strengthen my passion for teaching and learning, and allow me to obtain content knowledge in education policy and practical knowledge of various research methodologies. 
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