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Ernest Solar
George Mason University

Dear Mr. Solar:

The case you submitted to the UCEA Journal of Cases in Educational Leadership, “Teacher to Administrator: Is it a good idea?” has been reviewed by members of our internal editorial board. We felt that the case was very good, but needed some extensive revisions before we can send it out for review. We feel these suggestions would not only strengthen the case, but would increase its chances of being accepted for publication. 

Our reviewers felt that the manuscript was well written, but lacked theoretical and conceptual depth/richness—providing readers with little insight about the broader literature base impacting your case. For example, your case deals with several different issues related to leadership theory and organizational theory, but does little to provide readers with the theoretical bases to understand these issues more holistically. In effect, there was little guidance about the ways in which students/faculty can engage in critical dialogue about what is transpiring in this school. More detailed teaching notes would have been useful in this regard.  Making the connection to key literature bases is extremely important—as they are the foundation for translating the theory into practice. In this regard discussion about Bolman and Deal’s four frames would have been useful, as would other literature surrounding leadership succession and change.

You  need to keep in mind that JCEL’s primary intent is to utilize cases as a teaching tool in the university classroom. In this regard, a successful case encourages students to engage with theory and research while making connections to the case at hand.  I encourage you to review the manuscript submission guidelines on our website (http://jel.sagepub.com) and peruse some of the published cases to gain a better understanding of how our cases are typically structured.
 

I hope the reviewers’ comments are useful. We strongly encourage you to revise and resubmit this case.  When you do, please include with your revisions a cover letter that describes how you addressed the reviewers’ concerns. If you choose to revise your case, please send it to: jcel@indiana.edu.  Don’t forget to send both a regular copy (with author identification) as well as a “blind” copy for the reviewers. I will read your changes upon receipt, and resend it to the same reviewers for their evaluation.  Thank you for considering JCEL as a publication source for your case.  If you have questions, feel free to email me at the above email address.

Sincerely,

Gerardo R. López, Ph.D.
Interim Editor
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