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Synthesis Paper # __2_

	
Points
Possible

	1. Directions are followed.

	.25/0.25

	2. The synthesis of the three research articles makes it clear which areas are being synthesized. Written language is excellent.

	4.7/4.75

	3. Technical APA (e.g., citations in the assignment, Reference section, headings/subheadings) is completely accurate 

	.49/0.5

	
TOTAL points earned*

	
5.44/5.5


*Full earned credit for assignments turned in on time.

Excellent commentary on a timely and tough topic!
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Bullying

	Bullying is defined as behavior that is repeated over time by an individual with more power for the purpose to bring about physical, verbal, or relational harm to a weaker individual (Smith, Varjas, Meyers, Marshall, Ruffner, & Graybill, 2010). In a 2004 U.S. government report,  approximately 7% of students in Middle School (MS) and High School (HS) had reported being bullied at school during 2003 (Cho, Hendrickson, & Mock, 2009). Bradshaw, Sawyer, and O’Brennan (2007) reported an estimated 30% of students experience bullying behaviors. These three research studies outline the prevalence of bullying experienced by students while attending school, the perception of bullying by students and teachers, and the impact of teasing related to bullying. 	Comment by PKS: Good opening – nice use of data.
	Bradshaw et al. (2007) surveyed over 15,000 students and 1,500 school staff members to measure student and staff perceptions of bullying. The sample population consisted of students and staff participants in grades four through twelve. The researchers defined bullying as teasing, hitting, threatening, name calling, ignoring, and purposefully leaving someone out. Through their study tThey found that 49% of children in the study reported being bullied, and 30% of the students reported bullying other children. Staff perceived that 15% or less of the student population experienced being bullied. Findings also indicated that 70.6% of students witness bullying throughout the school day. Overall, the data showed that bullying peaked during MS, and 33% of MS and 25% HS students felt that school staff did nothing when bullying was reported. A major contradiction found in this study compared to recent research was that 60% of MS and HS students perceived bullies as popular. 	Comment by PKS: Wow – sounds high -- 	Comment by PKS: If you’re not using the recent research noting otherwise, just stick to facts from research you’ve read.
	Cho et al. (2009) sampled 275 students which included general education students and 27 students with behavioral disorders (BD). However, the sample of students with BD out of the total sample population was only 27 students.why not state # in opening sentence? They found that 67% of the 27 ?students with disabilities are bullied, versus only 25% of general education students. The researchers noted that 59% of students with BD participated in bullying or were a victim of bullying. The survey also indicated that 60% of general education students believed students with BD were bullies, which is consistent with current research. Researchers were unable to prove that students with BD were at an increased risk to bully or be bullied? due to disability or behavior patterns. 	Comment by PKS: Again, if you’re not using that research then just omit. The data from the research you’re using is powerful enough.
	Smith et al. (2010) examined teacher perceptions of teasing in schools. The researchers felt that teasing is was? Verb tense shifts? an antisocial behavior that is similar to bullying. The qualitative study included 30 teachers in grades four through eight. Many of the teachers expressed that it was difficult to distinguish between teasing and bullying. When the teachers witnessed teasing, they used the six following criteria:, (a) perceived harm, (b) intended harm, (c) horseplay, (d) relationship status, (e) reciprocity, and (f) repetition to determine if the teasing was actually bullying. Teachers reported that their intervention depended on differentiating distinguishing? between teasing and bullying. These iInterventions included verbal reprimand, conversation, and diffusing the situation. Overall, the teachers in the study viewed teasing and bullying as two different behaviors. As long as the teasing was playful and there was an equal balance of power between the two parties, the teachers felt the interaction was a positive prosocial behavior. More important, they viewed bullying as an antisocial behavior that should be closely monitored and consequated?!?.
	Even though these three research studies examined different populations and different perceptions of bullying, each of their findings was similar in nature. Smith et al. (2010) examined the perception teachers had about teasing and if this iswas? a form of bullying. A majority of the teachers view teasing as a prosocial behavior, unless there is a shift in power between the two individuals. The teachers also admitted that they were less likely to intervene in teasing behavior if they viewed the activity as children engaging in positive social behavior. This may be why Bradshaw et al. (2007) is able to report that over 50% of MS and HS students witnessed teachers observing bullying behaviors and did nothing to stop the action. The reason teachers may be ? not intervene could be because the same study reported that 70% of the teachers believed that less than 15% of students are bullied. Or perhaps teachers feelfelt? that some sort of prosocial behavior is being exchanged between students.	Comment by PKS: This seems like one good way to discern whether bullying or teasing.	Comment by PKS: I can see that it’s important to understand the distinction between teasing (“I like you”) and bullying (“I have power over you”).
	Cho et al. (2009) found that close to 60% of students with BD were most often involved in being the bully, but they were also victims of bullies. The study also found that bullies tended to have poor prosocial interactions, inattentive, and hyperactive. While the victims tended to be withdrawn, but also inattentive and hyperactive. In relation to the findings in the Smith et al. (2010) study, several teachers considered if the action is teasing or bullying based on perceived harm and reciprocity of the action. But if both bulliesy and victims showing similar hyperactivity and inattentiveness, how can a teacher distinguish if harm has been caused? 	Comment by PKS: Hmmm…so what might implications for solutions be…?	Comment by PKS: Similarities – differences – interesting – solutions may be similar for both groups? Or different how? Just wondering…	Comment by PKS: Ask students – how do you feel? 
	Bullying continues to be a problem for all grade levels of students. According to Bradshaw et al. (2007), bullying peaks at the MS level, and a majority of teachers believe bullying incidents are fewer than what is reported. Smith et al. (2010) found that many teachers believe that teasing, which can be classified as bullying, can be a prosocial behavior between students. This, as Bradshaw et al. (2007) found, may lead to the high percentage of students who believe teachers do not react when bullying is reported to them. Overall, there is a clear discrepancy in perceptions of bullying between teachers and students. In addition, this division of views is seen across all grade levels and all student populations. There needs to be some form of education for teachers and students to better understand the implications of bullying. But more importantly, teacher and student populations need to find a common perception about bullying.  	Comment by PKS: Sounds like teachers need some professional development…	Comment by PKS: Good point.	Comment by PKS: Strong ending sentences! 
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