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Purpose

The purpose of this project is to design a website that breaks down and informs people on the current presidential race. The core purpose of the website is to reach college students and young adults, who are not typically interested in news or politics, to become more aware, informed, and engaged as citizens within a democratic society. It is important for young people to understand what is going on the world around them since they play a bigger role in society than they think. As a young person, I know how boring and dry news and politics can be, but as I have entered my early 20’s I also now understand how important it is to be informed on the world around you. The trick is being able to convey the information in an easy-to-understand and engaging way that is easily accessible within our technologically obsessed society. 

Product

The idea is to create a website that breaks down the current presidential race. Ideally, there would be tabs on the homepage that link to pages about each candidate. These candidate pages would include personal information on the candidate as well as break down their policies in way that is easier to digest and understand. Also from the homepage, there would be tabs that link to pages that break down and summarize the results of the caucuses. In order to supplement the material, the website would feature videos and images such as polls, graphs, memes, etc. to bridge the gap of the information being presented to the reader’s comprehension. As the site progresses, it could include coverage of a broader range of topics relating to current events, politics, and news nationally and globally.

Audience


The primary audience would be young adults since the purpose of this website is to get younger people more informed and engaged with the world around them and the democratic process. The secondary audience would more specifically be college students since universities are hubs and environments for the exchanging of information, and college is usually the bridge for young people into the real, adult world. I plan on investigating my users’ needs by researching the news habits of young people, and working to tailor my website to meet those habits and needs. In order to gain feedback on the project/website, I hope to incorporate a “contact us” feature on the website that easily allows users to contact us about ideas, concerns, etc. 

Functional Specifications and Content Requirements
The website needs to be able to break down the presidential race and its candidates in an easy to follow and engaging way. There would be a homepage with tabs that link to pages about the candidates and pages with other relevant information such as the results and breakdown of the caucuses. In order to do this, I need to be able to collect this information from other news or media outlets in order to condense it and summarize it on my website. To supplement the material, I want to use videos or images of graphs, polls, memes, etc. to engage the intended audience and make it easier for them to understand the information as well as encourage them to staying informed. 

Similar Sites

I found two sites that really reflect what I am trying to do with my project and website:
·   http://www.realclearpolitics.com/?state=nwa - This is actually one of my favorite websites for staying informed on the current political sphere, and more specifically the presidential race. This website is more of the future and overall goal I would have for my website even though I’m starting with a much smaller idea. It is a good reference since it is a reputable site and I can refer to certain elements they use that makes their site successful. 
·  http://gokicker.com/about/ - This website has some aspects that are really similar to what I’m trying to do with my website. The site does a really good job of summarizing the days events in conveying them in short, easy ways for the readers, which is one of the goals of my project. One of Kicker’s goals is to make the news as easy as possible to understand while still being engaging. This is a good general resource for the creation of my website.
Tentative Project Timeline
· Week 5: 2/17 – Final Project Proposal Due
· Week 7: 3/9 – Site Shell Made
· Week 8: 3/16 – Have Information and Images/Videos Collected
· Week 9: 3/23 – Finish Adding Content into Webpage
· Week 10: 3/30 – Usability Testing 
· Week 13: 4.20 – Project Presentations/Touch Up Website 
· Week 15: 5/4 – Final Project Due 
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