NCLC 475-003 New Media and Everyday Life
Wednesday 1:30-4:20pm • IN 207 • Spring 2010

Instructor: Cecilia “Lia” Uy-Tioco  

cuytioco@gmu.edu • ENT 416B • 703-993-3891
Much has been said about how new communication technologies, such as laptops, the Internet, mobile phones, iPods, Facebook, and the like, have “revolutionized” our world. Many of us cannot imagine a society without such technologies. They have become part of our “normal” daily lives, and to “unplug” almost seems impossible. This course explores the various new media technologies and the role they play on our everyday lives. We will be taking a Media Studies approach in surveying the social, cultural, and political issues raised by the deployment and adoption of these digital media. Although we will have some discussion of some technical issues surrounding these media, this is not a technical, design, or programming course. Rather, we will engage the implications of new media technologies on society, the way we behave, and conduct everyday life.
This learning community places special emphasis on the following four New Century College competencies:  critical thinking, communication, valuing, and information technology.  
At the end of this course students are expected to:

1. To critically understand the impact and effect of media on society.

2. To have enhance knowledge on the various ways and contexts that new media is used in everyday life.

Texts:

Course texts will be made available on Blackboard unless otherwise noted in the weekly course schedule. It is your responsibility to print these texts or read them electronically, and take good notes. Please check Blackboard regularly for course texts and announcements.

Another important “text” for this course is your GMU email account. I will be periodically sending out updates, announcements, and syllabus changes to your GMU email addresses and it is your responsibility to regularly check your email and maintain space in your inboxes. The phrase “I did not get your email” is not an acceptable excuse.

Conduct of Classes and Academic Policies

Collaborative learning is an important feature of New Century College learning communities. This class will be a collaborative effort. As an upper-division course, you are expected to attend class, to participate actively and responsibly, to hand in all assignments when due, and to support other students in the learning process. If you must miss class due to an emergency, you must provide your instructor with proper documentation. It is also your responsibility to contact a classmate for notes and information on what you missed.

Course Components and Evaluation: 

1. Class Participation (20%): As an upper-level learning community, the success of this course is dependent on your active participation. You and your colleagues benefit from your active participation in this learning community.  Through class discussions and group/individual assignments, you will have the opportunity to discover new perspectives and examine ideas that were previously unchallenged.  Open discussion depends on the development of trust and safety among participants, as well as risk-taking and effective facilitation.  It is, therefore, essential that class members attend all scheduled classes and participate in class discussions and activities.  I encourage you to bring to class relevant materials for discussion from other classes, the media, or other learning experiences.  Discussions, in-class writing, research, formal and informal collaboration with peers, class discussion questions, and hands-on creative projects will all contribute to the assessment of your class participation.  

Preparation outside of class significantly influences the quality of in-class participation.  If you attend class unfamiliar with the assigned texts, indifferent to the work and/or ideas of your colleagues, and inadequately prepared with your writing, your participation grade will suffer.  Please don’t hesitate to let me know if you need any assistance. 

2. Two Short Papers (each 15%, for a total of 30%): Specifics for these assignments will be handed out in class.

3. Group Lead a Class Discussion and Presentations (15%): In groups of 4-5 you will be given the opportunity to lead our class discussion.  Each group will pick a day (and topic) from the second half of the semester (March 24. March 31, April 7, April 14, April 21). You are expected to:

a. Introduce the technologies being discussed for the day. For example, if you are discussing Mobility and mobile phones, introduce what mobile phones are, their history, etc. Talk about some issues facing the use and adoption of these technologies. Discuss how other societies use these everyday technologies.

b. Discuss the assigned readings and other readings or issues your group feels are pertinent to that day’s topic. If your group would like to have alternative readings for this day, you must let me know two weeks in advance so that I can decide whether or not we will change the readings. You also must give your classmates adequate time to read the new readings.

c. Be creative! Don’t just do a Powerpoint. Engage the class in an activity, game, quiz, etc.  You’re group is in charge of our learning community for at least half of our class time. As much as possible I will try not to step in unless I think you are missing some key concepts.

4. Final Term Paper (5% for outline and 30% for final paper for a total of 35%): A 12-16-page research paper on a topic of your own choosing in the area of new media and everyday life. This paper should be a clearly articulated argument, with careful consideration and research, and should endeavor to advance your own analysis of the topic. Working in pairs is an option, but this will mean a lengthier and more rigorous paper. Please let me know immediately if you are considering this option. More details will be discussed in class.
Format for Assignments

Unless otherwise notes, all assignments are due at the beginning of class as noted in the daily schedule and must be typed using 12 point font and one-inch margins, double-spaced, and stapled.  You must correctly and consistently use a recognized citation style, such as MLA, APA, Chicago Manual, etc.  
Late Work
Papers and other assignments are to be turned in to the instructor at the beginning of class on the day due.  Late work will be reduced one letter grade per day.  No work will be accepted over one week late without a valid written medical excuse or notice of death in the family.  Please do not plan to turn work in to your instructor's mailbox unless you have specific permission to do so. Unless specifically stipulated, work should be submitted in class in hard copy format; emailed and faxed material will not be accepted without prior permission due to extenuating circumstances.
Grading Scale

	A+
100 – 98
	B+
89 – 87
	C+
79 - 77
	D
69 - 60
	F
59 - 0

	A
97 – 93
	B
86 – 83
	C
76 - 73
	
	

	A-
92 – 90
	B-
82 – 80
	C-
72 - 70
	
	


A note on the Honor Code.  http://honorcode.gmu.edu/
The integrity of the University community is affected by the individual choices made by each of us.  This is especially true in New Century College.    
According to the University catalog, plagiarism includes the following:

· Presenting as one’s own the words, the work, or the opinions of someone else without proper acknowledgment.

· Borrowing the sequence of ideas, the arrangement of material, or the pattern of thought of someone else without proper acknowledgment.

Be particularly careful to credit work through citations. In addition to direct quotations, you must also provide an in-text citation and an entry in your list of works cited for paraphrases and summaries of opinions or factual information not formerly known to the writer. If you decide to use another person’s ideas you must either quote the idea verbatim or completely rephrase the ideas in your own words and voice.  Even when you paraphrase information, you still must cite the original source of the information (in-text and in your bibliography).  Please give credit where credit is due, even in our class discussions.  For example, if you have had an interesting conversation about a text or your learning with a friend, family, or group member, then acknowledge their contribution to your learning.

In academic work, you should follow a standardized format for your in-text citations and lists of works cited (for example, the formats created by the Modern Language Association [MLA] or the American Psychological Association [APA]). 

Remember: please carefully read the University's Honor Policy. It is your responsibility to understand it, and abide by its provisions.
On-Line Writing Guide.  http://classweb.gmu.edu/nccwg/
This guide will help you achieve success as a writer during your learning experience in New Century College and beyond.  Integrative Studies courses involve learning and writing from multiple perspectives and disciplines and negotiating knowledge boundaries.  Your ultimate goal as a New Century College student is to use writing to make meaning of the knowledge you are acquiring, but also to integrate and connect what you are learning across disciplinary boundaries.  Use this resource to aid you in achieving this goal.

GMU Writing Center. http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/
The Writing Center offers writing support to George Mason students, faculty, staff and alumni. No matter what your writing abilities are, writing specialists can help you develop the skills you need to become a successful writer. Walk-in appointments are sometimes available, but it is generally best to schedule appointments ahead. The main office is located in Robinson A114 (704-993-1200), and tutoring is available in Enterprise Hall 040 and Johnson Center 134H. 

Disability Resources. http://www.gmu.edu/student/drc/
Any student with documented learning differences or other conditions that may affect academic performance should register with the Disability Resource Center (phone 703-993-2474) and furnish information to his or her professor so that reasonable accommodations can be provided. Please note that faculty cannot legally provide accommodation to students with learning differences or physical conditions that may affect academic performance without appropriate documentation.

Weekly Course Schedule

Some adjustments to the schedule may be made during the term. Students are responsible for staying informed about possible changes in activities or due dates by attending class regularly and frequently monitoring email.

	Week 1

January 20
	Introductions

· Syllabus and course objectives

· 

	Week 2

January 27
	What is New Media? What is “new” about New Media?

· Silverstone, Roger. “What’s New About New Media?”

· Livingstone, Sonia. “New Media, New Audiences?”

· Lievrouw, Leah. “What’s Changed About New Media?”



	Week 3

February 3
	Media and Everyday Life

· Moores, Shaun. Selections from Media and Everyday Life in Modern Society (Chapters I, V, VII, and VIII)



	Week 4

February 10
	Everyday Life and Consumption

· Silverstone, Roger. “Television, Technology, and Everyday Life”

· Poster, Mark. “Consumption and Digital Commodities in the Everyday”
· De Certeau, “The Practice of Everyday Life”



	Week 5

February 17
	Cultural and Media Studies

· Silverstone, Roger. “From Audiences to Consumers”

· Flew, Terry. “New Media as Cultural Technologies”

· Tomlinson, John. “ You’re Life—To Go”

*Short Essay #1 Due

	Week 6

February 24


	 Media Ecology

· McLuhan, Marshall. “The Medium is the Message”

· Meyrowitz, Joshua, “No Sense of Place: The Impact of Electronic Media on Social Behavior”
*Final Paper Topic Due

	Week 7

March 3
	Convergence

· Jenkins, Henry. Selections from Convergence Culture.


	March 10
	SPRING BREAK!

	Week 8

March 17
	Web 2.0—Guest Lecture by Robert Gehl

· O'Reilly, T., 2005. What Is Web 2.0: Design Patterns and Business Models for the Next Generation of Software. O'Reilly Media. Available at: http://www.oreillynet.com/pub/a/oreilly/tim/news/2005/09/30/what-is-web-20.html.

· Bruns, A., 2008. The Future Is User-Led: The Path towards Widespread Produsage. Fibreculture, (11). Available at: http://journal.fibreculture.org/issue11/issue11_bruns.html.

· Scholz, T., 2008. Market Ideology and the Myths of Web 2.0. First Monday, 13(3).Available at: http://www.uic.edu/htbin/cgiwrap/bin/ojs/index.php/fm/article/view/2138/1945
*Short Essay #2 Due

	Week 9

March 24
	Mobility—Mobile Phones

· Ellwood-Clayton, Bella. “Virtual Strangers: Young Love and Texting in the Filipino Virtual Archipelago of Cyberspace”

· Campbell, Scott W. “ Mobile Phone Use Among Alcoholics Anonymous Members: New Sites for Recovery”
*Final Paper Outlines Due

	Week 10

March 31


	Mobility—MP3 players, electronic books, etc.

· Simun, Miriam, “My Music, My World: Using the MP3 Player to Shape Experience in London”
· Sterne, Jonathan. “The MP3 as Cultural Artifact”


	Week 11

April 7


	Social Networking

· Livingstone, Sonia, “Taking Risky Opportunities in Youthful Content Creation: Teenagers’ Use of Social Networking Sites for Intimacy, Privacy and Self-Expression”

· Papacharissi, Zizi. “The Virtual Geographies of Social Networks: A Comparative Analysis of Facebook, LinkedIn and ASmallWorld”
· Bakardjieva, Maria and Smith, Richard. “The Internet in Everyday Life”


	Week 12

April 14


	Gaming

· Royse, Pam et al, “Women and Games: Technologies of the Gendered Self”
· Newman, James. “In Search of the Videogame Player: The Lives of Mario”


	Week 13

April 21


	E-Learning

· Joris, Michael et al. “Home, but not Alone: Information and Communication Technology and Internationalisation at Home”
· TBA


	Week 14

April 28
	Synthesis and Course Evaluations


	Week 15

May 5


	Final Papers due on BlackBoard by 12 midnight.
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