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NCLC 375:009 Globalization and Media

New Century College, Spring 2009

Wednesday, 1:30-4:20pm. IN 209
Cecilia Uy-Tioco, Instructor

cuytioco@gmu.edu /703-993-3891/Enterprise 416B

Office hours by appointment

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Course Goals and Objectives 

This course will examine the interconnectedness between media and globalization. We currently live at a time where new means of communication are continually changing. The rapid development and adoption of new media technologies present challenges to political borders and societal structures of the past. In this course, we will look at how media technologies and media corporations have created a "borderless" world and explore its political, economic, and cultural implications. The course draws on media and globalization theories as well as covers historical and contemporary issues in the field such as cultural imperialism, synergy and branding, convergence, non-western media, and new media. Using a media and cultural studies approach, this course aims to emphasize the central role of media and communications in the globalization process.

This course contains one (1) credit of experiential learning that must be successfully completed to pass the course. This learning community places special emphasis on the following four New Century College competencies:  critical thinking, communication, global understanding, valuing, and information technology.  
At the end of this course students are expected to:

1. To have an understanding of key globalization and media studies theories

2. To have a grasp of the role the media and communication play in the globalization process

3. To critically understand the impact and effect of media on society

Texts

Course texts will be made available on Blackboard. It is your responsibility to print these texts or read them electronically. Please check Blackboard regularly for course texts and announcements.
Another important “text” for this course is your GMU email account. I will be periodically sending out updates, announcements, and syllabus changes to your GMU email addresses and it is your responsibility to regularly check your email and maintain space in your inboxes. The phrase “I did not get your email” is not an acceptable excuse.
Conduct of Classes and Academic Policies

Collaborative learning is an important feature of New Century College learning communities. This class will be a collaborative effort. As an upper-division course, you are expected to attend class, to participate actively and responsibly, to hand in all assignments when due, and to support other students in the learning process. If you must miss class due to an emergency, you must provide your instructor with proper documentation. It is also your responsibility to contact a classmate for notes and information on what you missed.
Course Components and Evaluation: 
1. Class Participation (25%): As an upper-level learning community, the success of this course is dependent on your active participation. You and your colleagues benefit from your active participation in this learning community.  Through class discussions and group/individual assignments, you will have the opportunity to discover new perspectives and examine ideas that were previously unchallenged.  Open discussion depends on the development of trust and safety among participants, as well as risk-taking and effective facilitation.  It is, therefore, essential that class members attend all scheduled classes and participate in class discussions and activities.  I encourage you to bring to class relevant materials for discussion from other classes, the media, or other learning experiences.  Discussions, in-class writing, research, formal and informal collaboration with peers, class discussion questions, and hands-on creative projects will all contribute to the assessment of your class participation.  
Preparation outside of class significantly influences the quality of in-class participation.  If you attend class unfamiliar with the assigned texts, indifferent to the work and/or ideas of your colleagues, and inadequately prepared with your writing, your participation grade will suffer.  Please don’t hesitate to let me know if you need any assistance. 
If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to contact a classmate to find out what you missed.
2. Short Papers (each 15%, for a total of 30%): Specifics for these assignments will be handed out in class.

3. Experiential Learning & Group Presentations (25%): In groups of 4-5 members, you will embark on a creative project challenging you to become effective and responsible media producers and creators in the age of globalization. Through this project, you are expected to further challenge an issue or debate about globalization and media discussed in class. Some examples could be a YouTube video, a website, an AdBusters type of ad campaign, etc. More details will be discussed in class. 
4. Final Paper (20%): A 12-16-page research paper on a topic of your own choosing in the area of media and globalization. This paper should be a clearly articulated argument, with careful consideration and research, and should endeavor to advance your own analysis of the topic. Working in pairs is an option, but this will mean a lengthier and more rigorous paper. Please let me know immediately if you are considering this option. More details will be discussed in class.
Format for Assignments

All assignments are due at the beginning of class as noted in the daily schedule and must be typed using 12 point font and one-inch margins, double-spaced, and stapled.  You must correctly and consistently use a recognized citation style, such as MLA, APA, Chicago Manual, etc.  
· Late Work.  Papers and other assignments are to be turned in to the instructor at the beginning of class on the day due.  Late work will be reduced one letter grade per day.  No work will be accepted over one week late without a valid written medical excuse or notice of death in the family.  Please do not plan to turn work in to your instructor's mailbox unless you have specific permission to do so. Unless specifically stipulated, work should be submitted in class in hard copy format; emailed and faxed material will not be accepted without prior permission due to extenuating circumstances.
A note on the Honor Code.  http://honorcode.gmu.edu/
The integrity of the University community is affected by the individual choices made by each of us.  This is especially true in New Century College.    
According to the University catalog, plagiarism includes the following:

· Presenting as one’s own the words, the work, or the opinions of someone else without proper acknowledgment.

· Borrowing the sequence of ideas, the arrangement of material, or the pattern of thought of someone else without proper acknowledgment.

Be particularly careful to credit work through citations. In addition to direct quotations, you must also provide an in-text citation and an entry in your list of works cited for paraphrases and summaries of opinions or factual information not formerly known to the writer. If you decide to use another person’s ideas you must either quote the idea verbatim or completely rephrase the ideas in your own words and voice.  Even when you paraphrase information, you still must cite the original source of the information (in-text and in your bibliography).  Please give credit where credit is due, even in our class discussions.  For example, if you have had an interesting conversation about a text or your learning with a friend, family, or group member, then acknowledge their contribution to your learning.

In academic work, you should follow a standardized format for your in-text citations and lists of works cited (for example, the formats created by the Modern Language Association [MLA] or the American Psychological Association [APA]). These standards apply to your graduation portfolio and its contents. As you select samples of work to include in the portfolio, you may wish to present collaborative work. If you do so, you must acknowledge the collaboration and identify clearly your own role within it. 

Remember: please carefully read the University's Honor Policy. It is your responsibility to understand it, and abide by its provisions.
On-Line Writing Guide.  http://classweb.gmu.edu/nccwg/
This guide will help you achieve success as a writer during your learning experience in New Century College and beyond.  Integrative Studies courses involve learning and writing from multiple perspectives and disciplines and negotiating knowledge boundaries.  Your ultimate goal as a New Century College student is to use writing to make meaning of the knowledge you are acquiring, but also to integrate and connect what you are learning across disciplinary boundaries.  Use this resource to aid you in achieving this goal.

GMU Writing Center. http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/
The Writing Center offers writing support to George Mason students, faculty, staff and alumni. No matter what your writing abilities are, writing specialists can help you develop the skills you need to become a successful writer. Walk-in appointments are sometimes available, but it is generally best to schedule appointments ahead. The main office is located in A 114, Robinson (phone 704-993-1200), and tutoring is available in Enterprise Hall 040 and Johnson Center 134H. 

Disability Resources. http://www.gmu.edu/student/drc/
Any student with documented learning differences or other conditions that may affect academic performance should register with the Disability Resource Center (phone 703-993-2474) and furnish information to his or her professor so that reasonable accommodations can be provided. Please note that faculty cannot legally provide accommodation to students with learning differences or physical conditions that may affect academic performance without appropriate documentation.

Written Assignment Grading Standards

Score of A: Superior

· Addresses the topic fully and explores the issue thoughtfully.

· Shows substantial depth, fullness and complexity of thought.

· Demonstrates clear, focused, coherent, and logical organization.

· Is fully developed and detailed.  The point is clear and well stated.

· Good introduction with clear thesis statement, and an effective conclusion.

· Evidences superior control of diction, syntactic variety, and transition between paragraphs; only a few minor flaws.

· Integrates evidence from texts to support ideas and arguments. 

· Proper citation of texts using a standard citation method.

Score of B: Strong

· Clearly addresses the topic and explores the issue.

· Shows some depth and complexity of thought.

· Is effectively organized.  Easy to follow and understand.

· Is well developed, with supporting detail.  Logically coherent.

· Demonstrates control of diction, syntactic variety, and transition; may have a few minor mechanical flaws.

· Proper citation of texts using a standard citation method.

Score of C: Competent

· Adequately addresses the topic and explores the issue.

· Shows clarity of thought but may lack complexity.

· Is organized.  Can be followed with some difficulty.

· Is adequately developed, with some detail.  Some logical fallacies or incoherent sentences/paragraphs.

· Demonstrates competent writing; shows some flaws in syntax and grammar.

· Proper citation of texts using a standard citation method.

Score of D: Weak

· May distort or neglect parts of the topic.

· May be simplistic or stereotyped in thought.

· May demonstrate problems in organization.

· May have generalizations without supporting detail or detail without generalizations; may be undeveloped.  Logically flawed; several incoherencies.

· May reveal patterns of flaws in language, syntax or mechanics.

· Improper citation method.

Score of F: Inadequate

· Demonstrates serious inadequacy in addressing the topic.

· Fails in its attempts to discuss the topic. Illogical.

· May be deliberately off-topic.  Extremely difficult to follow.

· Is so incompletely developed as to suggest or demonstrate incompetency.

· Is wholly incompetent mechanically.

· Improper citation method.
Weekly Course Schedule

Some adjustments to the schedule may be made during the term. Students are responsible for staying informed about possible changes in activities or due dates by attending class regularly and frequently monitoring email.

	Week 1

January 21
	Introductions

· Syllabus and course objectives

· Film Viewing: Tomorrow Never Dies


	Week 2

January 28
	Framing Globalization and Media

· Thompson, John, “Media and Modernity”
· Rantanen, Terhi, “Theorizing Media and Globalization”

· Tomlinson, John, “Cultural Globalization: Placing and Displacing the West”

	Week 3

February 4
	Time, Place, Space

· Rantanen, Terhi, “Time, Place, and Space”

· Thompson, John, “The Globalization of Communication”



	Week 4

February 11
	Conglomeration and Convergence

· Herman, Edward and McChesney, Robert, “The Global Media in the Late 1990s”

· Bagdikian, Ben, selection from Media Monopoly

· Read: http://www.thenation.com/special/bigten.html

· Film Viewing: Mickey Mouse Monopoly

	Week 5

February 18
	Imperialism & Homogenization

· Schiller, Herbert, “Not Yet the Most Imperialist Era”

· Tomlinson, John, “Media Imperialism”

· Rantanen, Terhi, “Homogenization”

	Week 6

February 25
	Hegemony

· Lee Artz, “Globalization, Media Hegemony, and Social Class”

· Patrick D. Murphy, “Rethinking Hegemony in the Age of Transnational Media” 

· both in The Globalization of Corporate Media Hegemony 
Due: Short Paper #1

	Week 7

March 4
	Hybridity & Heterogenization

· Garcia Canclini, Nestor selections from Consumers and Citizens and Hybrid Cultures 
· Martin-Barbero, Jesus, selections from Communication, Culture, Hegemony; and “The Processes: From Nationalisms to Transnational.” In Kellner and Durham
· Rantanen, Terhi, “Heterogenization”

	March 11
	SPRING BREAK!

	Week 8

March 18
	Media Ecology

· McLuhan, Marshall, Selections from Understanding Media and The Global Village
· Carrey, James, “Innis and McLuhan”
· Meyrowitz, Joshua, “No Sense of Place: The Impact of Electronic Media on Social Behavior”


	Week 9 

March 25
	Media, Technology and Society

· Castells, Manuel, The Rise of Network Society, Intro, Ch. 1 

· Williams, Raymond, “The Technology and the Society” and “Effects of the technology and its Uses,” from Television: Technology and Cultural Form.

	Week 10

April 1
	New Media and Globalization

· Uy-Tioco, Cecilia. “Overseas Filipino Workers and Text Messaging: Reinventing Transnational Mothering”

· Carter, Denise M., “Living in Virtual Communities: Making Friends Online”

	Week 11

April 8
	Alternative Global Media

· Bollywood
· Telenovelas

· World Music
Due: Short Paper #2

	Week 12

April 15
	Group Presentations

	Week 13

April 22
	Group Presentations

	Week 14

April 29
	Synthesis and Course Evaluations
Due: Final Papers

	Week 15

May 6
	Exam Week
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