CULT 320-003 Globalization and Culture

Monday 4:30-7:10pm • IN 215G • Spring 2010

Instructor: Cecilia “Lia” Uy-Tioco

cuytioco@gmu.edu • ENT 416B • 703-993-3891

It is has become a cliché to claim that today we live in a global age.  Compelling evidence of the interpenetration of the global and the local can be found everywhere, including the “made in” labels at the mall, the food at the grocery store, and the proliferation of global television franchises like Big Brother and American Idol.  But what is globalization, anyway?  In short, what historical, economic, and technological changes brought about this accelerating interconnection between once-distant peoples and places?  And how is globalization lived or experienced differently by individuals in different social and spatial locations?   Beginning with readings that will help us unravel the complex cultural and economic processes that created the complex interconnections that we call “globalization,” the class then moves to an examination of three global flows: (1) global flows of capital, (2) global flows of people/labor, and (3) global flows of media.  In each unit, we will examine these global flows of capital, people, and media forms from both a macro-structural and micro-cultural perspective.  In other words, we will examine those institutions (corporations, governments, non-governmental organizations) that have, through their practices and policies, created global flows of capital, people, and media, and we will examine how these global flows are experienced (often in radically different ways) by individuals in their lives as workers, migrants, and consumers of culture and media.  

Texts:

Most of the course texts will be made available on Blackboard. It is your responsibility to print these texts or read them electronically, and take good notes. Please check Blackboard regularly for course texts and announcements.

The only book you need to purchase at the bookstore is Peter Stalker’s The No-Nonsense Guide to International Migration (London: Verso, 2001).
Another important “text” for this course is your GMU email account. I will be periodically sending out updates, announcements, and syllabus changes to your GMU email addresses and it is your responsibility to regularly check your email and maintain space in your inboxes. The phrase “I did not get your email” is not an acceptable excuse.

Course Components and Evaluation: 
1. Class Participation (25%): As an upper-level course, the success of this class is dependent on your active participation. You and your colleagues benefit from your active participation in this learning community.  Through class discussions and group/individual assignments, you will have the opportunity to discover new perspectives and examine ideas that were previously unchallenged.  Open discussion depends on the development of trust and safety among participants, as well as risk-taking and effective facilitation.  It is, therefore, essential that class members attend all scheduled classes and participate in class discussions and activities.  I encourage you to bring to class relevant materials for discussion from other classes, the media, or other learning experiences.  Discussions, in-class writing, formal and informal collaboration with peers, class discussion questions, and hands-on creative projects will all contribute to the assessment of your class participation.  
Preparation outside of class significantly influences the quality of in-class participation.  If you attend class unfamiliar with the assigned texts, indifferent to the work and/or ideas of your colleagues, and inadequately prepared with your writing, your participation grade will suffer.  Please don’t hesitate to let me know if you need any assistance. 

2. Response Papers (20%): To provide an opportunity for everyone in the course to reflect critically on the issues raised in readings, students will be asked to write five (5) informal, 2-3 page papers which respond to the readings assigned throughout the semester. You may choose to focus on any five weeks of any of the semester’s weekly topics. These responses will help you further develop your own insights about globalization and culture, interact and exchange ideas with your student colleagues, hone your critical thinking and writing skills, and prepare you for both the midterm and the final exam.
Each paper will be worth 4% of your final grade and must be submitted at the beginning of class. For example, if you choose to do a response paper on the readings assigned for Tuesday, February 9th, your paper must be handed in on that day. Late responses will not be accepted. It is your responsibility to keep track of how many you have done. Do not come asking me how many response papers you have submitted.

Note on grading:  these papers are not meant to be formal essays.  When marking these, I will NOT be looking for grammar, organization, and so on.  I will be looking for evidence that you are engaged with the readings, and that you are taking advantage of the opportunity to reflect on the issues of the course.  Papers that simply re-hash the lectures or the readings, or that fail to show an explicit connection to the readings will receive reduced or zero credit.
3. Group Case-Study Presentations (15%): Each week (beginning Week 3, February 8), a small group of students will be responsible for guiding class discussion with a real-world example (not specifically highlighted within the readings) of the impact on or effects of globalization and culture that addresses the readings. Each group will present their chosen example as a mini-case study, drawing relevant connections to the major themes being discussed in the readings assigned for that day and making reference to past discussions when applicable. See assignment sheet for additional information. 
4. Midterm (20%): The take-home exam will evaluate students’ depth of knowledge regarding the theoretical perspectives covered during the first-half of the semester. Additional information will be provided to you closer to mid-semester.
5. Final Paper (5% for outline + 25% for final paper = 30%): A 12-16-page research paper on a topic of your own choosing in the area of globalization and culture. Final papers will consider globalization and culture in the context of one of three “global flows” – flows of capital, flows of people, or flows of media.  See the separate assignment sheet for more details on possible topics and for the basic requirements of the assignments.  Students are free to develop your own topic, so long as it fits within the context of the course. Final papers should be a clearly articulated argument, with careful consideration and scholarly research, and should endeavor to advance your own analysis of the topic. 
Format for Assignments

All assignments are due at the beginning of class as noted in the daily schedule and must be typed using 12 point font and one-inch margins, double-spaced, and stapled.  You must correctly and consistently use a recognized citation style, such as MLA, APA, Chicago Manual, etc.  
· Late Work.  Papers and other assignments are to be turned in to the instructor at the beginning of class on the day due.  Late work will be reduced one letter grade per day.  No work will be accepted over one week late without a valid written medical excuse or notice of death in the family.  Please do not plan to turn work in to your instructor's mailbox unless you have specific permission to do so. Unless specifically stipulated, work should be submitted in class in hard copy format; emailed and faxed material will not be accepted without prior permission due to extenuating circumstances.
Changes to the syllabus:

As the instructor, I reserve the right to make changes to the above syllabus, in the interest of furthering student learning and/or ensuring a safe and respectful learning environment for all students.  Students will be given the opportunity to provide input regarding any major changes to the course plan.

Add/Drop deadlines: 

Last day to drop with no tuition penalty: Tues Feb 2

Last day to add classes: Tues Feb 2

Last day to drop with a 33% tuition penalty: Feb 9

Last day to drop with a 67% tuition penalty: Feb 19

Last day to drop: Fri Feb 19
Further Notes on Grading Expectations:

As you can see below, the grading scale goes from A to F.  What this means in practical terms is that not everyone earns an "A" or "B".  These marks are reserved for good or excellent work--i.e. work which demonstrates not only an acceptable grasp of the material, but which also shows a high degree of complexity, originality and independence of thought.  So, in this course, as in other Communication courses, the average grade will most likely be a "C" –  a grade which signals an acceptable but not impressive, critical, and/or creative grasp of the subject matter.  What this also means is that assignments that demonstrate only a rudimentary or one-dimensional grasp of the material, or that show serious weaknesses in both the complexity of the analysis and the ability to present ideas, will receive a below-average (i.e. a "D" or "F" mark).  

Description of Grades

"A(+/-)" indicates excellent performance with clear evidence of

--a comprehensive knowledge of the subject matter and principles treated in the course

--a high degree of originality and independence of thought

--a superior ability to organize and analyze ideas

--an outstanding ability to communicate these ideas (orally or through composition)

"B(+/-)" indicates good performance with evidence of

--a substantial knowledge of the subject matter

--a moderate degree of originality and independence of thought

--a good ability organize and analyze ideas

--an ability to communicate or compose clearly.

"C(+/-)" indicates satisfactory performance with evidence of

--an acceptable grasp of the subject matter

--an acceptable ability to organize and analyze ideas

--an ability to communicate or compose adequately.

"D" indicates minimally acceptable performance with evidence of

--rudimentary knowledge of the subject matter

--some evidence that organizational and analytical skills have been developed, but with significant weaknesses in some areas.

--significant weakness in the ability to compose or communicate ideas.

"F" indicates failing performance with evidence of

--an inadequate knowledge of the subject matter

--failure to complete required work, and an inability to organize, compose, or communicate ideas.

Grading Scale:

	A+
100 – 98
	B+
89 – 87
	C+
79 - 77
	D
69 - 60
	F
59 - 0

	A
97 – 93
	B
86 – 83
	C
76 - 73
	
	

	A-
92 – 90
	B-
82 – 80
	C-
72 - 70
	
	


A note on the Honor Code.  http://honorcode.gmu.edu/
The integrity of the University community is affected by the individual choices made by each of us.  This is especially true in New Century College.    
According to the University catalog, plagiarism includes the following:

· Presenting as one’s own the words, the work, or the opinions of someone else without proper acknowledgment.

· Borrowing the sequence of ideas, the arrangement of material, or the pattern of thought of someone else without proper acknowledgment.

Be particularly careful to credit work through citations. In addition to direct quotations, you must also provide an in-text citation and an entry in your list of works cited for paraphrases and summaries of opinions or factual information not formerly known to the writer. If you decide to use another person’s ideas you must either quote the idea verbatim or completely rephrase the ideas in your own words and voice.  Even when you paraphrase information, you still must cite the original source of the information (in-text and in your bibliography).  Please give credit where credit is due, even in our class discussions.  For example, if you have had an interesting conversation about a text or your learning with a friend, family, or group member, then acknowledge their contribution to your learning.

In academic work, you should follow a standardized format for your in-text citations and lists of works cited (for example, the formats created by the Modern Language Association [MLA] or the American Psychological Association [APA]). 

Remember: please carefully read the University's Honor Policy. It is your responsibility to understand it, and abide by its provisions.
On-Line Writing Guide.  http://classweb.gmu.edu/nccwg/
This guide will help you achieve success as a writer during your learning experience in New Century College and beyond.  Integrative Studies courses involve learning and writing from multiple perspectives and disciplines and negotiating knowledge boundaries.  Your ultimate goal as a New Century College student is to use writing to make meaning of the knowledge you are acquiring, but also to integrate and connect what you are learning across disciplinary boundaries.  Use this resource to aid you in achieving this goal.

GMU Writing Center. http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/
The Writing Center offers writing support to George Mason students, faculty, staff and alumni. No matter what your writing abilities are, writing specialists can help you develop the skills you need to become a successful writer. Walk-in appointments are sometimes available, but it is generally best to schedule appointments ahead. The main office is located in Robinson A114 (704-993-1200), and tutoring is available in Enterprise Hall 040 and Johnson Center 134H. 

Disability Resources. http://www.gmu.edu/student/drc/
Any student with documented learning differences or other conditions that may affect academic performance should register with the Disability Resource Center (phone 703-993-2474) and furnish information to his or her professor so that reasonable accommodations can be provided. Please note that faculty cannot legally provide accommodation to students with learning differences or physical conditions that may affect academic performance without appropriate documentation.
Weekly Course Schedule

Some adjustments to the schedule may be made during the term. Students are responsible for staying informed about possible changes in activities or due dates by attending class regularly and frequently monitoring email.

	Week 1 

January 25
	Course Introduction



	Week 2

February 1
	Global Modernity and/or Global Hybridity

John Tomlinson, Globalization and Culture (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1999), Chapter 1. [Blackboard]

Jan Nederveen Pieterse, Globalization and Culture: Global Melange (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield Press, 2004), Chapters 3-4 [Blackboard]



	Week 3

February 8
	Media, Technology, and Globalization

John Tomlinson, Globalization and Culture (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1999), Chapter 2. [Blackboard]
Shaun Moores, Media/Theory: Thinking about media and communications (London: Routledge, 2005), Chapter 2. [Blackboard]

Terhi Rantanen, “Time, Space and Place,” in T. Rantanen, The Media and Globalization (London: Sage, 2005). [Blackboard]


	Week 4

February 15
	Global Flows of Capital: Crisis and Restructuring

Robert Reich, Supercapitalism: The transformation of business, democracy, and everyday life.  New York: Knopf, 2007), Chapters 1-2. [Blackboard]
David Harvey, The condition of postmodernity (Oxford: Blackwell, 1989), Chapters 7-9. [Blackboard]


	Week 5 

February 22
	Life in the Global Assembly Line: Two Perspectives

Kate Raworth, Trading Away Our Rights: Women Working in the Global Supply Chain (Oxford, UK: Oxfam International, 2004). [Blackboard]

Andrew Ross, No-Collar: The Human Workplace and Its Hidden Costs (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2004), Chapter 5. [Blackboard]



	Week 6

March 1
	No class. Take-home midterm due at midnight on Blackboard.



	March 8 
	Spring Break

	Week 7

March 15


	Global Flows of Labor: International Migration 
Peter Stalker, The No-Nonsense Guide to International Migration (London: Verso, 2001).



	Week 8

March 22
	Diasporic Identities and Contested Urban Spaces

Brenda Yeoh and Shirlena Huang, “Negotiating Public Space: Strategies and Styles of Migrant Female Domestic Workers” in Singapore” Urban Studies, Vol. 35, no. 1 (1998): 583-602. [Blackboard]

Sharon Zukin, Naked City: The Death and Life of Authentic Urban Places (New York: Oxford, 2010), Chapter 5. [Blackboard]

Dwight Conquergood, “Life in Big Red: Struggles and Accomodations in a Chicago Polyethnic Tenament,” in L. Lamphere (ed.) Structuring Diversity: Ethnographic Perspectives on the New Immigration (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1992). [Blackboard]



	Week 9

March 29
	Diasporic Identities and Virtual Spaces

Cecilia Uy-Tioco, “Overseas Filipino Workers and Text Messaging: Reinventing Transnational Mothering,” Continuum: Journal of Media & Cultural Studies, vol. 21, no. 2 (2007): 253-265. [Blackboard]
Shaun Moores, Media/Theory: Thinking about media and communications (London: Routledge, 2005), Chapter 5 (selection). [Blackboard]

Meenakshi Gigi Durham, “Constructing the ‘new ethnicities’: Media, sexuality, and diaspora identity in the lives of South Asian immigrant girls,” Critical Studies in Media Communication, vol. 21, no. 2 (2004): 140-161. [Blackboard]



	Week 10

April 5
	Global Media I: The Cultural Imperialism Debates 

Toby Miller & Richard Maxwell, “Film and Globalization,” in O. Boyd-Barrett (ed.), Communications Media, Globalization, and Empire (London: John Libbey, 2006). [Blackboard]

Robert McChesney, “The Political Economy of International Communications” in R. McChesney, The Political Economy of Media: Enduring Issues, Emerging Dilemmas  (New York: Monthly Review Press, 2008), Chapter 14.  [Blackboard]

David Morley, “Globalisation and Cultural Imperialism Reconsidered: Old Questions in New Guises” in J. Curran and D. Morely, (eds.), Media and Cultural Theory (London & New York: Routledge, 2006), Chapter 2. [Blackboard]


	Week 11

April 12
	Global Media II: Active Consumption and Political Activism

Lila Abi-Lughod, “The Objects of Soap Opera: Egyptian Television and the Cultural Politics of Modernity” in K.M. Askew & R. Wilk (eds.), The Anthropology of Media: A Reader (Oxford: Blackwell, 2002). [Blackboard]

Naomi Klein, No Logo (New York: Picador, 2002), Chapter 16. [Blackboard]

Kevin DeLuca & Jennifer Peeples, “From Public Sphere to Public Screen: Democracy, Activism, and the “Violence” of Seattle, Critical Studies in Media Communication, Vol. 19, No. 2 (June 2002): 125-151. [Blackboard]



	Week 12

April 19
	Special Topic: Globalization and Food

Richard Wilk, Home Cooking in the Global Village. (Oxford and NY: Berg, 2006) Selections from Chapters 1 &2. [Blackboard]

James Watson, Golden Arches East. (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1997) Introduction. [Blackboard]

Eriberto P. Lozada, Jr. “ Globalized Childhood? Kentucky Fried Chicken in Beijing,” in J. Watson and M. Caldwell (eds.), The Cultural Politics of Food and Eating (Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2005), Chapter 10. [Blackboard]

Bestor, Theodore, “How Sushi Went Global” Foreign Policy (November-December 2000): 54-63 [Blackboard]



	Week 13

April 26
	Special Topic: Global Social Movements

Leslie Sklair, “Social Movements and Global Capitalism,” in F. Jameson and M. Miyoshi (eds.), The Cultures of Globalization (Durham, NC: Duke Univ. Press, 1998). [Blackboard]
Jill Stearns, “Globalization and Gendered Inequality,” in D. Held and A. McGrew (eds.), The Global Transformations Reader, 2nd edition (Cambridge: Polity, 2003), Chapter 39. [Blackboard]

Joan Martinez-Alier, “’Environmental Justice’ (Local and Global)” in F. Jameson and M. Miyoshi (eds.), The Cultures of Globalization (Durham, NC: Duke Univ. Press, 1998). [Blackboard]



	Week 14

May 3
	Wrap-Up, Synthesis, Course Evaluations

	Week 15

May 10
	Final Term Papers due by midnight on Blackboard.


