Cindy Donehoo


Evaluating Photography for Publication Lesson Plan
Title: Analyzing and creating photographs for publication
Grade level: 7th grade 

Subject area: Communications

Objectives: 
Publishing: OBJECTIVE 5: Operate digital cameras.

Students will

• Demonstrate how to take and retrieve pictures using a digital camera

• Learn the principles of photo composition.

Newspaper: OBJECTIVE 8: Recognize and understand the value of photojournalism.

Overall Descriptive Paragraph:


This lesson fits into the overall unit of publishing where students learn news writing, feature writing, principles of photography for publication, and finally put it all together in newspaper design. In this lesson, students will be assigned the role of a novice photojournalist developing their portfolio to show to potential employers. Working in small groups, they have been assigned a camera and will take photos that represent all the categories of photographic techniques of which they have been shown examples. Next, they will download the photos into a single page MSWord Document. Each member will have a copy of the photo page. Individually, they will label the correct photo technique on each photo and write a 1-2 sentences explaining why the composition of the photo meets the criteria.
Description of Tool


Flip Cameras are easy to learn and use. With a USB connection, it is also easy to download photos. Students will have used the camera recently to record an introductory video. This will be the first time the cameras are used for still photos, but students will already know the downloading and naming convention processes.
Description of Lesson

Authentic Problem:


When photographers look for employment in publishing, editors and publishers don’t just want a resume. They want to see what the photographer can actually produce. They want to see published work. For someone trying to get their first job, that might be hard. Therefore, their portfolio needs to show their capabilities. Students will be assigned as starving young photographers, eager to break into the newspaper or magazine business. They need to build a portfolio of photographs that show multiple photography composition techniques to impress their potential employer.

Clear outcome/product:


Students will create a one page printed document of 10 photos, each an example of a different photo technique. To further show the potential employer that the they have a complete grasp on photo composition, each student will 1-2 sentences explaining the technique used in each photograph.

Software Skills:


Students will be using Microsoft Word 2007. Instruction will be given on how to size photos as well as how to move them around to fit on one page.
Thinking Skills:


Students will need to fully understand the definition of each photography technique. They then will have to decide how to recreate the technique in their photo example.

Sequence of Events:

1. Student will view examples of photos in newspapers and discuss why they might or might not be interesting. Teacher will lead the discussion that photojournalism needs to catch the essential news in photograph medium, while also using photograph techniques to make the photos interesting. Interesting photos are one way to draw readers. The more readers a paper has means a higher circulation. Increased circulation allows higher rates for advertising which makes more profit for the newspaper.
2. Students will view examples of the 10 different photo composition techniques. The teacher will lead class discussion on how these examples fit the definition of the technique. Before confirming how the examples fit the definition, the teacher will ask students to make connections between the definition and the photo and see if they can reason why the technique in conveyed in the example.
3. Students will work in small groups of 2-3 to share flip cameras. This is a necessity because of the number of flip cameras available. They will take photos of anything they choose while working to get an example of each photographic technique. Given the few number of cameras, students will be allowed to share photo examples. However, they will be encouraged to each take individual photo examples.

4. Students will download photos into the computer and then place them into a MS Word document. Each member will take with them a printed photo sheet. For homework, each student will label the photographic technique and write 1-2 sentence(s) explaining why the photo meets the technique definition.
5. The photographer in each class that submitted the best portfolio will be “hired” and paid a signing bonus in Belmont Cash ( a reward system being initiated this year).

Evaluation Strategy:

1. The teacher will grade the lesson requirements according to the following rubric. 
	Correct example and label of each photography composition technique
	41-50
	31-40
	21-30
	0-20

	
	9-10 photos correctly match the photographic technique as labeled.
	7-8 photos correctly match the photographic technique as labeled.
	5-6 photos correctly match the photographic technique as labeled.
	0-5 photos correctly match the photographic technique as labeled.

	Written explanation uses clear understandable terms from definition to explain why it fits the criteria
	41-50
	31-40
	21-30
	0-20

	
	9-10 explanations accurately explain why the photo meets criteria of the technique that is labeled.
	7-8 explanations accurately explain why the photo meets criteria of the technique that is labeled.
	5-6 explanations accurately explain why the photo meets criteria of the technique that is labeled.
	0-5 explanations accurately explain why the photo meets criteria of the technique that is labeled.


2. A further evaluation will occur in the form of a quiz where the students will match definitions and terms as well as identify the composition techniques used in several photos.
