Cindy Donehoo – Practicum 2

Practicum 2: Video News Storyboard Lesson Plan
Title: Creating a storyboard for a video news segment
Suggested Grade Level: 7th grade
Content Areas: Communications

Overall Description of Unit:


This storyboard creation lesson falls within the overall news unit. This unit demonstrates news writing for print mediums, feature writing for print mediums, design, layout and headline writing culminating in the creation of a front page of a newspaper that contains the student’s news article, feature article, and photograph. (Photography for publication principles was the unit prior to this one.) Also included in this unit is news writing and production for video mediums.

An overall goal of this unit is for students to understand the components of developing a news delivery medium and then create their own version of such (both print and video). In doing so, students will differentiate between news writing for video and print media. They will then create news articles for both media. In creating news articles for a video medium, students will be introduced to the vocabulary and procedures used in creating and presenting video. This will not only serve as a teaching tool to create the current video news assignment, it will be a foundation on which to expand when students begin creating their own films.
Communication Curriculum Guide Objectives:

Goal: Students will learn and apply the basic components of drama. 

Language Arts SOL Connections: 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.8, 7.9 

Objectives: the learner will … 

3. learn to communicate meaning and emotion through body language 

4. develop confidence and poise 

Goal: Students will learn and apply the basic components of communication using radio and television. 

Language Arts SOL Connections: 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.6, 7.8, 7.9 

Objectives: the learner will … 

3. demonstrate effective delivery techniques for reading and performing scripts 

4. write and perform a radio and/or television script 

Goal: Students will learn and apply the basic components of film. 

Language Arts SOL Connections: 7.2, 7.3, 7.5 (applied to film) 

Objectives: the learner will … 

3. understand and demonstrate the elements of effective film production using available technology 

Goal: Students will learn and apply the basic components of newspaper writing. 

Language Arts SOL Connections: 7.3, 7.6, 7.7, 7.8, 7.9 

Objectives: The learner will … 

1. become familiar with newspaper vocabulary. 

2. discuss the history and impact of print media on American society. 

3. prepare and conduct an interview. 

4. learn the basic components of a news article and compose a news article using the Inverted Pyramid Formula. 

5. learn to identify and use proofreading symbols. 

6. evaluate news articles. 

7. design and create a newspaper layout using one of the many computer software applications. 

8. recognize and understand the value of photojournalism. 

Goal: Students will learn and apply the basic components of publishing whether in an actual product or an example. 

Language Arts SOL Connections: 7.3, 7.5 7.6 7.7, 7.8, 7.9 

Objectives: The learner will -- 

2. evaluate ways to identify, motivate, and interest readers. 

3. learn the features of a unifying theme or concept for the publication. 

4. utilize effective editing tools and skills. 

6. learn how to operate digital cameras. 

8. learn basic page design elements and learn to use software programs such as Microsoft Publisher, Adobe InDesign, and Adobe Photoshop Elements to produce the product. 

Place of storyboard in overall unit: 


The creation of a storyboard is a graphic tool that focuses student thinking on the design and production elements involved in creating a news broadcast segment. Students will be experienced at writing news and feature articles for a print medium. They will have just completed a news article for video. They have also just been introduced to the vocabulary used in video creation. Their goal now is to work collaboratively as a news production team to design the graphics, camera shots, camera movements, music, and/or sound effects that will appear in their production.

Types of Graphic: Of the options listed in DROET, the storyboard is an explanation graphic because it serves as a visual outline of the video process.
Graphic Problem Solving Strategies: 

The storyboard uses the LSIS method. Students will look at the script they have written for the news segment and discuss how they currently envision it would look on video. Next, they are to collaboratively brainstorm and imagine other ideas that might be considered. Finally, they are to show how the completed idea will look as they draw the story board on paper.
Description:

Authentic Problem:
Ms. Donehoo, the communications teacher at the school, has also been tasked this year with teaching 6th grade American History. She really likes teaching both courses, but is frustrated at the seeming lack of time she has to create all the teaching tools she would like to use. (The history class is new curriculum and she is taking 9 hours of graduate classes each semester.) She wonders if meeting the curriculum goals of her communication class can also be used to meet the curriculum goals of her history class.

She decides to ask her communications class to present their news segments as if they were Revolutionary War reporters. The segments will then be used as a tool for engagement and content for her 6th grade history classes. Ms. Donehoo is fairly confident this will work, as she has tried a similar event in the past. The last two years, students were directed to create news segments from the Progressive Era, in the early 1900’s. This was meant to be co-curricular with 7th grade history teachers. The use of the videos was often hit or miss depending on the teacher and how much time they felt they had to show something “extraneous.” As Ms. Donehoo is the designer of (or on the team that designs) the 6th grade history lessons, she plans to make the video’s much more central to the history lesson.
Another advantage of using the 6th grade curriculum is that 7th grade students are already familiar with the content. Sometimes using the history curriculum that students were just learning led to content mistakes. Still, another advantage with this history tie to the news is that students are given a clear range of news topic to choose. This provides students with a confident knowledge in which to proceed rather than forcing them to find a current news topic around school. (In the latter scenario, topics such as the lunch room food are often selected. Unless students have the ability to interview the person in charge of food purchases for the county and not just the lunch lady, these news articles tend to be merely opinion. This violates everything students have learned about presenting objective news.)  
Clear outcome/product


The clear outcome of this particular lesson will be the story board for the video news segment. The clear outcome for the overall unit will be the production of the video news segments.
Thinking Skills


In this unit, there are a variety of thinking skills for students to embrace. They will first look and see their news article and how they first expect it to be presented. Next they will need to imagine. Specifically in the story board lesson, students will have to analyze the best way to “show and tell” the news story. For the last step, they will show on the story board by choosing each camera shot, camera angle, music/sound effect, script, and graphic. Each decision they make will impact the production differently, so they will need to keep their overall theme and direction in mind as they select between multiple production choices.
Sequence of story board lesson:

Day 1:
Students will read a teacher selected news article in a print medium. They will then be shown the same news story created in a video medium. In small groups, students will discuss similarities and differences. Prior knowledge will include understanding of a news lead, inverted pyramid writing style, interviewing and quoting sources. Groups will then report their observations to the class as the teacher compiles a Venn diagram of the similarities and differences on the Promethean board. Specifically, the class will discuss how the video lead differs from the print lead and why. One of the differences should also be the amount of detail. The class should also discuss advantages/disadvantages of both media in regard to how much information can be presented.
Teacher will present overview of video news lesson (rubric attached) and demonstrate the new video vocabulary words that will be used. The new vocabulary will be demonstrated by the teacher using a camera and also by Atomic Learning video clips. By next class, students will have formed their news group and selected a topic for their news segment.

Day 2: 
In their news team groups, students will assign work for the project. As the story board is the part where the production decision will be made, it is required that everyone in the group work on the story board together. As for the other jobs, one may choose to be the anchor, one the reporter, one the person being interviewed. Since this is done using the green screen, the camera is fixed and the teacher serves as the camera operator. This also tends to give students less options as far as camera angles and shots, but that is fine since this is their first learning opportunity with video. When they do their film later in the year, the camera will be off the tripod and students can have much more creativity with their production.
Once roles are established, groups will work together in writing the script and then creating the story board.

Day 3:
In this class block, students will review and revise their story boards. They will make final preparations for filming including costuming, memorization of lines, collection of props, and creation of news graphic to be shown at the beginning and end of the news segment.
Later: In subsequent days, students will film and edit their productions.
Evaluation Strategy:


Students will be assessed on the storyboard with the attached rubric. In addition use of the story board in the production of the news segment will be assessed in the rubric for the finished news segment. A further means of assessment will be a quiz on video production vocabulary to be administered after the video segment production project is complete.
	Smooth flow between blocks showing the correct camera shot or graphic
	80-100 % of blocks
16-20 points
	60-79% of blocks
11-15 points
	40-59% of blocks
6-10 points
	0-39% of blocks
0-5 points

	Picture is drawn in each block to approximate what the viewer will see on camera. Pictures are consistent with camera shots.
	80-100 % of blocks

16-20 points
	60-79% of blocks

11-15 points
	40-59% of blocks

6-10 points
	0-39% of blocks

0-5 points

	Each block has camera shot, camera movement (if any), and audio, (if any) noted.
	80-100 % of blocks

16-20 points
	60-79% of blocks

11-15 points
	40-59% of blocks

6-10 points
	0-39% of blocks

0-5 points

	Script is clearly marked for each block. 
	80-100 % of blocks

16-20 points
	60-79% of blocks

11-15 points
	40-59% of blocks

6-10 points
	0-39% of blocks

0-5 points

	Story board is able to be read and followed.
	80-100 % of blocks

16-20 points
	60-79% of blocks

11-15 points
	40-59% of blocks

6-10 points
	0-39% of blocks

0-5 points


