Interpersonal Exchange Lesson Idea—Changelings
Grade Level/Subject Area: This would work best as a History/Social Studies lesson in an Elementary or Middle School classroom.

Learning Objective/Goal Duration: The overall objective is for a student to learn more about Thomas Jefferson and his impact as a founding father and in other areas. One of the benefits to this is that students need to research and organize to find out what questions they want to ask Mr. Jefferson. I would give students about a week to do this, from the time it is introduced to the time they send their final letter.

URL of the site: http://www.monticello.org/site/families-and-teachers/ask-thomas-jefferson 
The overall place of this activity in a lesson:  This activity could fit into numerous places within the overall lesson. It could be used to gather information towards the beginning of the lesson, clarify information and add detail during the middle of the lesson, or to push students deeper into the content area at the end of the lesson. 

Ideas for implementation:  This could be used as part of a research project, letter writing unit, biography writing activity, preparation for a play, movie, museum exhibit, etc. This activity would be a cool way to introduce students to the idea of impersonation / point of view. In future lessons the students could act as the historical character by answering each other’s letters or answering letters from another class. It could even be extended into a literature study by having the students write letters to a character from the book and then respond to each other’s letters in the voice of the character.  At the high school level this would work for US History to review the Articles of the Constitution or any other documents of the founding father. To take it a step further, to the latter part of the term students could take it on as a sales "pitch" or advertising-type approach to sell the Constitution to the general public. Students would have to know the material in order to do a persuasive argument of its most beneficial points!
Possible barriers:  If lesson is not focused, the students will possible try to simply write outlandish questions. If the current questions are not considered, students will waste time rewriting a question that has already been answered. Without some prior knowledge of the time or the man, this activity loses meaning.  Depending on the age and readiness level of the group of students, as well as the educational goals, that would have to be well-established before beginning any IE.

Thinking & Skills: This activity would need some sort of classifying of information. Jefferson answers questions on just about everything from the Constitution to tomatoes to his shoe size. The student would need to focus their inquiry. Next they would need to research what has been written concerning their question. They would then need to reassess their information and see if there were still gaps. They could then use professional email writing skills to compose the letter to Mr. Jefferson. After receiving the answer, they may want to compare and contrast to current times or contemporaries of that day or figures in other historical times.

Classrooms could even divide into groups based on different systems and ask questions of Thomas Jefferson to compare to current times.

