Editorials
A FACTS Model Unit Plan

Foundations 

  

	Literacy:
	Symbols:
There are many different symbols used in media to communicate the message. In this lesson, students will use written and spoken language to communicate their ideas. Further for the cartoon, they will use visual representation when they choose to draw something that represents an idea. In the video editorial, besides spoken language, students will use images, sounds, and music to create the mood and message they want to communicate. 
Cognitive (Comprehending) Processes: 
· Linear reasoning in print media: Students will make their case in a linear format using supporting details and particular word choice to impact the reader and persuade him of the position.
· Symbolization and emotional impact in video media: Students will consider what symbols mean and how even a quick use of certain symbols can register great meaning and/or emotion in the audience.
· Metaphoric symbols in cartoon: In this, students must first fully understand the issue of which they are trying to persuade the audience. Next, students will develop a metaphor image to show the real issue in a different context while still communicating meaning that applies to the original issue.
Discourse to Learn:
· How to write an editorial for print: Students will follow a basic format in presenting the issue, their opinion, their support, and their conclusion. Students will write as if they are an editorial writer, not as a letter to the editor.

· How to structure an editorial for video: Students will see the similarities and differences in presenting the same message they wrote in print in a video format. With the video editorial, students will see how images, music, and delivery of spoken message impact the overall communication.
· How to create an editorial cartoon message: Students will review the concept of metaphor and see how a picture can be used as a symbol of an idea.


	
	


	Problem-Solving:
	Authentic Problem:
NewsCurrents, part of Knowledge Unlimited, is sponsoring its annual Student Editorial Cartoon contest. The 3 entry categories are divided roughly between elementary, middle, and high school students. Communication students will create an editorial cartoon on the subject of their choosing and submit it to the contest. Winners in each age category are awarded U.S. Savings Bonds and the chance to be published in print or video.

In order to challenge students to fully give their position ample thought, they will also compose an editorial on the same subject for a print medium and a video medium. A quick perusal on websites will show that most newspaper websites also have video inserts and most newspaper websites offer the printed version of their video segment. No matter in which type of media an editorialist might work, today’s editorialist needs to be versed in presenting his opinion in a variety of ways.
Strategies:

Strategies include information extending processes in which the student will find relationships between new and old information, summarizes, and makes decisions. Students will also use deductive reasoning to indentify the main assumptions of the opposition’s argument. Further, students will select and employ those symbols that support their case.



	Know-ledge:
	Disciplinary Structures:
Editorial Writing for Print-expressing opinion of newspaper
Editorial Writing for Video-expressing opinion of newscast
Editorial Cartoon creation
Parts of a Newspaper/Newscast

Difference between objective and opinion writing and when to use
Disciplinary Processes:
Writing an editorial

Designing a video editorial

Analyzing support for opinion 

Disciplinary Discourse:
Print editorial

Video editorial
Editorial Cartoon


	Using
Inform-

ation:
	Search: Students will look for factual information on their topic as well as opinions of others on the topic, so they can know how to counter the argument that is made against their position.
Sort: Students will sort information based on its validity and relatedness to the topic.
Create: Students will create an opinion cartoon as well as a written editorial and a video editorial based on their research and assembling of information. 
Communicate: Searching and sorting will allow students to design their message. Students will encode their message with appropriate symbols depending on whether they are doing the cartoon, print editorial, or video editorial. Next, they will assemble, publish, and revise their message until it reaches the objective level or beyond.


	Com-

munity:
	This assignment focuses on demonstrating ways that students can allow their opinion to be registered in society. By understanding the discourse of the three types of editorial, students can submit their ideas into public discussion. They will also understand the rights and responsibilities that are associated with this level of free speech. Further, they will understand how to manipulate words, images, and audio to help persuade people, while also realizing that the same manipulation is being practiced on them daily by various sources. 


Activities 

	Authentic Activities:
	A1: Research current facts and opinions about topic
A2: Consult with editorial staff on direction opinion of newspaper will take
A3: Choose appropriate graphics and audio to enhance and reinforce message

A4: Compose written editorial

A5: Create video editorial

A6: Create or commission editorial cartoon


	Back
ground Building Activities:
	B1: Where to search for information

How to judge websites for accuracy

B3: How sound, music, and images impact the message
B4: How to write an editorial for print

Analyzing print editorial

B5: How to write an editorial for video

Analyzing video editorial

How to edit video

B6: Metaphors (using a picture to represent an idea) Introduce use of LSIS and W/H questions to create visual representation.


	Construct Activities:
	C4: Write an editorial for print media
C5: Create an editorial for video media

C6: Create an editorial cartoon


	Sharing Activities:
	S4 and 5: Put written and video editorials on class website for view
S6: Submit cartoons to NewsCurrents for editorial cartoon contest


Contents 

	Contents:
	Communications Goal 
Students will learn and apply the basic components of communication using radio and television. 

SOL Connections: 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.6, 7.8, 7.9 
OBJECTIVE 3: Demonstrate effective delivery techniques for reading and performing scripts.
Communications Goal 
Students will learn and apply the basic components of newspaper writing. 
SOL Connections: 7.3, 7.6, 7.7, 7.8, 7.9
National Standards for Competent Communication
· Demonstrate knowledge of the role of communication in creating meaning, influencing thought, and making decisions. 

· Adapt communication strategies appropriately and effectively according to the needs of the situation and setting. 

· Develop the ability to use language that entertains, describes, persuades, and informs while respecting differences in listeners‟ backgrounds. 

· Manage to overcome communication and public speaking anxiety. 

· Demonstrate knowledge that media content is produced within social and cultural contexts. 

· Demonstrate the ability to use media to communicate to specific audiences for specific purposes. 

Language Arts SOL’s

Oral Language

7.2
The student will identify the relationship between a speaker’s verbal and nonverbal messages.

a) Use verbal communication skills, such as word choice, pitch, feeling, tone, and voice.

b) Use nonverbal communication skills, such as eye contact, posture, and gestures.

c) Compare/contrast a speaker’s verbal and nonverbal messages.

7.3
The student will describe persuasive messages in non-print media, including television, radio, and video.

a) Identify persuasive technique used.

b) Distinguish between fact and opinion.

c) Describe how word choice conveys viewpoint.

Reading

7.6
The student will read and demonstrate comprehension of a variety of informational texts.

a) Use knowledge of text structures to aid comprehension.

b) Use knowledge of words and phrases that signal an author’s organizational pattern to aid comprehension.

c) Distinguish fact from opinion in newspapers, magazines, and other print media.

d) Identify the source, viewpoint, and purpose of texts.

e) Describe how word choice and language structure convey an author’s viewpoint.

f) Summarize what is read.

g) Organize and synthesize information for use in written and oral presentations.

Writing

7.8 
The student will develop narrative, expository, and persuasive writing.

a) Apply knowledge of prewriting strategies.

b) Elaborate the central idea in an organized manner.

c) Choose vocabulary and information that will create voice and tone.

d) Use clauses and phrases to vary sentences.

e) Revise writing for clarity and effect.

f) Use a word processor to plan, draft, revise, edit, and publish selected writings.

7.9
The student will edit writing for correct grammar, capitalization, punctuation, spelling, sentence structure, and paragraphing.
a) Use a variety of graphic organizers, including sentence diagrams, to analyze and improve sentence formation and paragraph structure.

b) Demonstrate understanding of sentence formation by identifying the eight parts of speech and their functions in sentences.

c) Choose pronouns to agree with antecedents.

d) Use subject-verb agreement with intervening phrases and clauses.

e) Edit for verb tense consistency.


Tools

	Tools:
	A1: Newspaper, magazine, internet, book
A2: Staff meeting
A3: Video camera, clip art, copyright free music CD

A4: Word processor

A5: Video camera, video editing software, computer, word processor

A6: White paper and black pencil
B1: Library resources both in building and online
Rubric of criteria to judge website validity
B3: Interactive activity that allows students to match the song with the appropriate dialogue.

Collection of symbols to analyze meaning

Video example in which to analyze music and symbols as well as identify emotion provoked

B4: Word processor

B5: Video camera, video editing software, computer, and example of video editorial

B6: Examples of editorial cartoons, poster of LSIS and list of W/H questions
C4:Word processor
C5: Video camera, video editing software, computer, word processor
C6: White paper and black pencil
S4 & 5: Class web site
S6: Poster board for mounting cartoons, envelopes and postage 


Systems of Assessment 

	Assess-

ments:
	Rubric(s): Each individual editorial will be assessed according to a rubric that highlights the individual objectives of that media.
Portfolio(s): The student will also be assessed an overall grade by having all 3 types of editorial in electronic folder as well as a reflection written about what their understanding of the advantages of each media.


Learning Environment 

	Environ-

ment:
	Physical: The classroom is large with desks arranged in pairs. However there is plenty of room to move desks with minimal effort to allow for larger group work. The sides of the room are open to allow for filming or practicing. In one corner of the room are 4 computers for students to use. Given the heavy computer needs of this project, the class will also have access to the computer lab or have laptops brought into the room. With laptops, students will have more flexibility to move and spread their materials out. In the computer lab, the computers are lined up in along the side walls with another two rows in the center of the room. The backs of students in both rows face each other. There is adequate room for students to group together around a single computer for collaborative work.
Social: Students will serve as the editorial board for each other. They can bounce ideas off each other and also serve as consultants for decisions made during the creation of the project as well as tech support.
Intellectual: The environment is designed to engage the student in an issue about which he feels strongly. He will then examine the different discourse methods an editorial is usually presented and will create an example of each. The assignment will emphasize accuracy, organization, and creativity in presenting an opinion. When finished, students should be able to articulate methods that make the three media effective and why.


To Do 

	To Do List:
	


Implementation Table:

	Day 1
	Day 2
	Day 3
	Day 4
	Day 5

	-Define editorials
-Explain authentic problem

-Overview of 

Ed. Cartoon

Ed.-written

Ed.-video

-Look at similarities and differences

-Demonstrate how to write editorial for print

-Give organizer

-Choose topic

	-Students work on written editorial
	-Written Editorials Due

-Show examples of symbols in video and discuss meaning

-Review music/mood interactive activity

-Review facial gestures and tone for meaning

-How to construct video editorial


	-Return reviewed written editorials
-Students work on video editorial
	-Metaphors
-Examples of editorial cartoons

-Discuss use of symbols to explain idea

-Students begin work on cartoons

	Day 6
	Day 7
	Day 8
	Day 9
	Day 10

	-Continue work on filming, collecting everything needed for video
-Work on cartoon

	-Assembling and editing of video editorial
	Presentation and analysis of editorial cartoons
	Presentation and analysis of editorial videos
	(might need extra computer day during lesson)


