Title of lesson: Belmont Ridge “People”
Suggested Grade Level: 7th grade 
Content: Communications 

Overall Description: Communications Studies is an overview of mass media for 7th graders. One of the exercises is to write a feature article for publication. This lesson would combine teens affection for people oriented magazines and polls that expose likes and dislikes with the critical thinking that is needed to analyze data from the sorting and managing of information. As a result, students will then take their newly gleaned inferences and compose a feature article that offers the survey findings to the general student population.
Overall Objectives:

Communication objective: The student will compose an approximate 300 word feature article that has an intriguing lead sentence, at least 5 quotes (direct or indirect), and a coherent flow throughout.

Language Arts: Inference
Technology: Accomplishing the software skills needed to sort information in Microsoft Access.

Description of SSCC:

Searching: This process will be accomplished by an online survey. Placed conveniently on the school website, a survey will be available for a fixed amount of time. Students will log in at home or at school and complete the survey. Resource teachers will encourage students to complete survey during resource time to generate larger sample size.

Once survey window closes, I will copy responses into Microsoft Access and create the database for students to use.

Sorting: Once taught the software skills to perform a multi-variable search, students will begin sorting categories to see what connections they can make between grade, gender, and different preferences students indicated.
Create: Students will analyze the sort information and begin to make inferences based on the information.
Communicate: Students will write a feature article to communicate the results school-wide.

Authentic Problem: Show students a People magazine. Display the section where the magazine polls people about different issues. Discuss how popular opinion polls are and brainstorm a few (i.e. People’s Sexiest Men, Worst Dressed). Leesburg Today, a local weekly newspaper, wants to improve its readership with young readers, since that demographic is low. The editors thought a poll type story would be a good reach. The paper, only a block from our school, asked Belmont Ridge students to research and write the feature article. As an exit strategy, I will contact the editor of Leesburg Today and explain the assignment. I will ask him to write the students regarding their work. In a best case scenario, I will encourage him to choose from the several best articles and print it in the paper. 
Clear Outcome/Product: Students will produce an interesting feature article comprised of analysis of the poll results. Articles’ content will differ considering the way students analyzed results.

Thinking Skills: Interestingly, making inferences is a strand of SOL testing in which Belmont Students have made less progress than their Language Arts teachers would like. By looking at raw sorted data, students will have to use their knowledge of outside influences to help give meaning to the data. This is similar to reading skills where students have to understand the unstated information.
Software Skills: In Microsoft Access, students will learn to sort by one or several variables and examine the results. Students have had experience with Microsoft Word for word processing. However, since our school installed Office 2007 at the beginning of this school year, I will review basic commands of saving, spell checking, and font selection in 2007.

Instructional Plan/Sequence:

1. School wide, students will participate in online survey. Survey will be confidential. Information requested will be:

Gender, Grade, Years living in Ashburn or Lansdowne, Years living in Virginia, Favorite food, Favorite sport, Favorite television show, Favorite Subject in school, How many siblings, Favorite store, hours spent on internet, TV, and texting, number of books read this school year.
2. The teacher will collect the information and compile it into an Access Database. It will be stored on LoudounVision so students can have access for use outside of class.

3. In small groups of 2-3, students will begin sorting by categories that they choose. They can then choose to sort by secondary and tertiary categories to see what observations they can make. For example, half of the school might choose pizza as their favorite food. Further sorting may reveal that 90 % of that group is male. A yet further observation may be that all of these males have lived in Virginia all their lives.
4. Students will record observations in graphic organizer.

5. Students will collaboratively discuss their analysis and suggest any connections that may be made. 

6. Students will interview several other students (preferably outside of their class) about the observations/connections that have been made. Students will use these quotes in their article.

7. Individually, students will select the observations on which they want to write. They will create an interesting hook or lead to grab the reader’s attention. They will then lead the reader coherently through the article, being sure to use at least 5 quotes from interviewed subjects. They will turn in a completed feature article to the teacher’s electronic in-box.

Evaluation Strategy:

Feature article will be assessed by rubric

Sorting and connections will be assessed by graphic organizer
