COMMON ASSUMPTION ABOUT ETHICS

(Prof. Brack Brown – PUAD 700)


Here are a variety of statements that represent widely accepted assumptions considered part of behaving, deciding, and acting ethically.

(  We will be other-regarding  (take the welfare of others into account)

(  We will have good intentions in all acts that affect others

(  We will never treat others as means to an end, but ends in themselves

(   We will seek ways to promote the “good society” and the “good life”

(  We will “do no harm”  (by non-,  mis-,  or mal-feasance)

(  We will not force someone to do something against their will

(  We will respect the autonomy (freedom to chose) of others

(   We will relieve the suffering of others (aide the suffering-help the needy)

(  We will put the basic needs of others ahead of our own wants (do unto…)

(  We will seek and choose the options that best balance duties, consequences, feasibility, and circumstances when considering the good

(  These rules will take precedence over other rules
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