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I had the pleasure of interviewing with one of the world’s most famous philosophers, Francois Mari Arouet, also known as Voltaire. He was born November 21, 1964, in Paris, where he went to school to become a lawyer, but thankfully he changed his mind and became a writer and philosopher. 

· So, Voltaire, what is it that you do for a living?

· “I am a storyteller, playwright, historian, poet, and, most importantly, a philosopher. Each of these positions has allowed me to live an extravagant lifestyle. But I feel spreading the message of peace, is more important than the amount money I make. My father wanted me to become a lawyer, but I chose to drop out of school and spread the idea of peace, tolerance, and acceptance to others. Now not only am I wealthy, I am an inspiration to many just like I wanted.”

· Can you please explain to me your philosophy?

· “Surely I would love to. I feel that, as a philosopher of the Enlightenment period, I must spread the message of tolerance to people, especially religious tolerance. Religion is not something that should be imposed upon a person, but something that one must study and choose based upon what is right for them. It is part of you being a free person, and in order to be truly free, one must find her or his own truth about what is presented to them. Do not take the bible word for word; make your own opinions as to what is meant. And if Christianity is not right for you, there are other belief systems from which to choose.  Although I do tend to attack the topic of religion rather harshly at times,; but make no mistake that I strongly believe in tranquility, and peace.”

· How do you feel your ideas are different than Adam Smith’s?

· “Adam Smith too had strong beliefs in individual freedom along with modern economics. He is as strong of an activist of laissez-faire, as I am of religion. He feels that the government should not even seek to control of economic activity.  He has good intentions by not carrying out his beliefs in violence and instead using writing, like myself, which makes me respect him and his opinions even more. However I am not too familiar with him other than that. Would you mind giving me more information about him?”

· Of course not. Well Adam Smith, like you said, is an activist of laissez-faire economics, which is the idea of living off of nature. The people would buy and trade goods from each other and the government would not have any control of the economics. He felt that personal effort is vital in making the economy  and society function. He believed that not everyone was all on the same social class, but in order to move up the social and economic ladder, a person must put forth some effort. Although his beliefs were questioned and dismissed, he stood behind them that he would give his money to charities.

· “I  enjoy the idea of people being in charge of their own “money” instead of the government deciding how much a certain item should cost. Now Karl Marx, on the other hand, is the philosopher with whom I have problems. Communism is not the appropriate manner to construct any form of  government. Not all people are created equal and the attempt to eliminate a class is absolutely absurd. Who are they to decide what everyone should get or how they should live? Once again violence is not the answer to solve anyone’s problems. Absolute government control is no way to allow people to think freely for themselves. I feel that this system is flawed because, whoever has the most money has the power and the ability to control everyone else. At least with Adam Smith’s outlook, each person is in control of their own wealth. However much effort one puts into his success, is how much he shall get out of it. People have a possessive nature, and they like to own their own things. And  actually working for their possessions make them appreciate them that much more.  Also with communism, they are anti-Christianity, whereas we all know that I believe that people should be able to decide their own religion. But that is his opinion, and I do not agree with it I shall tolerate it.  I do not feel right about insulting him so that is all I have to say about that subject.”
· Wow, I see that you do have very strong beliefs about religion and free thinking so we can move on to our next topic. How do you feel about Colonialism?

· “Colonialism and imperialism are two concepts that I disagree with them completely. They are forcing people out of their native cultures and ways of thinking so that they can be more like what ‘you’ consider proper people.”
· Can you give me an example of colonialism and/or imperialism that you do not believe in or agree with?
· “First of all the British and Portuguese taking over Africa was wrong. If you ever have been to the African Art Museum you can see all of the culture that was robbed from the African people. A fragment of their  culture was shown through masks, clothing, costumes, and sculptures, but once the British saw that this was an easy opportunity to get land, they called the people savage. But this was all that was seen by the European and Portuguese. They did not take the time to fully understand the African culture, nor did they attempt to learn anything about it. Just because the Africans were different, did not  give anyone the right to call them names and make up excuses to take their land. Then they not only violently took the land of the African natives, they took their culture and identity as well! These people had nothing left, and to make matters worse they enslaved them, separated the families, and sold them as property. People are not meant to be sold, they are meant to be individuals and make up their own minds and think freely. I know that I am supposed to be a supporter of tolerance, but that is not a concept that I think I can tolerate.”
· How do you feel about hegemony?

· “Hegemony is clearly against my philosophy and beliefs. Why do people like to think what everyone else thinks? Why can’t people have their own minds about things and make a decision based upon what will allow them to be able to live with themselves the next day.  I am counter-hegemonic myself and I even was incarcerated and exiled  for what I believed in during my younger years for targeting the Christian church. Sometimes I feel as if I am being hypocritical about my philosophy because I do want people to believe in tolerance and religious choice. Do not just let the government or church leaders tell you this is what it is and there is no other way.
 Now to think of something more modern that everyone is doing just because everyone is doing it would be yoga. Yoga is used for spiritual purposes, now it’s just a trend that is used  for losing weight. If you are going to do yoga, then do research about it, then decide whether or not it is right for you. Too many cultures are being insulted because everyone wants to do the latest thing in weight loss. Personally after researching yoga and its spiritual background yoga is definitely an activity that requires much self interest and/or religious background. One cannot truly enjoy yoga or get the full experience without understanding each position and movement.  The breathing in yoga helps to cleanse the body, while the meditation after yoga helps relax the individual. Even the sound of ‘aum’ is meaningful to them because it is considered the universal connecting sound. People need to take into consideration the feelings of other cultures and individuals before making a choice to follow trends. ”
· Thank you  so much for your time Voltaire, that was not only informational, but inspirational as well.
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