From Barbados to America


After interviewing my subject, I was amazed to find how much of her history that she did not know. Her great-great-grandfather was named George Wooten, who was originally born as a free man in North Carolina, and moved down south to buy land in order to become a sharecropper. Here he met Rebecca, who helped him work off the debt in order to own the land and build a home to start their family.  Her great-grandparents stayed in Mississippi because they felt that they were treated fairly down in that region, and owned property for the family.  In order to avoid the racial tension, Mrs. Reynolds’ mother, father and siblings moved to Arkansas, and later on to Virginia all in hopes of giving her children better lives and avoid all the violence of the Civil Rights Movement. (Personal Interview)
Her close family history and migration seemed interesting, but it was so modern that I was hard to do much research on. I felt that her family was still settling in, and did not have enough time to really explain the difference between the Northern and Southern parts of the country. So I began to research the history of Barbados and actually was surprised to see how much slavery impacted the people of the Caribbeans to come to America.  Her ancestors were from Barbados, and then they migrated over together in the 1600’s-1700’s to find a better life. Their reasons for leaving Barbados were the lack of opportunity in Barbados, to gain freedom, and also Africa and the Caribbean was a prime spot for slave trades. After arriving and settling in, they married interracially with the Native Americans and Caucasians in order to gain land and maintain their new found freedom.   In the Free states Afro-Barbadians were treated decently, but never had as fair of an opportunity as they thought they would get. They were able to build a home and make a living to support their families. Unfortunately the majority of the family was captured into slavery thinking that they were just working on someone’s farm, thus how they ended up in the south.  Some of the males were exported to Africa, Barbados and England; because it was felt that there were too many blacks in the United States (Game 654).  
But that was just the summary of how and why her ancestors came to the United States. However like any story there is always something hidden underneath what is presented to you. In the 1600’s the English began to colonize in Barbados under the orders of Captain John Powell for King James. The land taken from the natives was shared with those who had money or close social ties to the British. Like other African and Caribbean countries, the Europeans felt that the natives were savage who could benefit from the organized government and religion.  With the land that was taken, the British attempted to produce agriculture such as cotton, tobacco, and most importantly sugar cane in order to make money.  The slaves captured were given the last names’ of their masters, which is how the “Wooten’s” received their last names which they shared with others with whom they escaped.  There were years of great sugar production which allowed Barbados to be a leader of the Caribbean sugar production (Goddard 337). This was followed by droughts in 1668 and floods in 1669, which caused them to drastically decrease their production and allow Jamaica to be the top producer of sugar canes. 
In the early 1700’s immigration laws against African Americans had not been created because most were brought over unwillingly, and those who migrated over usually were captured into slavery. During this time period, however, African Americans were typically seen as slaves and were thought to provide great profit to developing colonies.  They were able to work in the heat of the south and were readily available for sale by their own Kings. There were some laws that did not allow African Americans to settle in the New England Colonies because they would be seen as harboring escaped slaves, but Proper writes, “economic laws forbade the growth of slavery in New England… [but] on this account there was a limited importation of slaves into this section” (29).  Within a few years slave trade or even the participation of slave trade in the New England states became completely illegal and African Americans from the south and other countries began to settle in order to be free and attempt to start a life for them and their families. By the end of the 1700’s approximately one-fifth of America’s population was African Americans. 
The “Wooten’s” escaped in the early 1700’s along with numerous others mostly likely on a cargo ship on its way to the United Sates. Although the exact year as to when they escaped is unknown, their reasons were quite evident. They knew that if they went to America, they had a chance at freedom as long as they stayed in the North or West. Their mindset was if the Americans were fortunate enough to buy their sugar canes and slave, then it must have plenty of economic opportunity to support them. The “Wooten” family was split up once they arrived to America because each person wanted to find their own jobs. Ironically, in their attempt to escape slavery, most were only captured and taken to the south to become slaves again. They figured that because everyone had spoken of America so fondly, it was naturally better than Barbados. Once slavery ended her family migrated throughout the south and experience extreme racial tension even to this day. 
Taking a look at all of the information that I learned, I see how all migrations even the present are effected by their mother country, Barbados.  If  they had never been captured by the Europeans in Barbados, then there was no need for them to attempt to escape to the United States. Then if they had not come to the United States, it would have been highly unlikely for the United States to be in a position of power throughout history. These assumptions might seem farfetched, but African Americans worked the land that provided the majority of the money used to initially build the country. Without their labor, the Europeans could have continued to use indentured servants, or could have given up and returned to England. Once figuring out that with the use of slaves, they could support themselves without the aid of England, America gained their independence. African Americans overall were essential to the creation of the United State no matter how much anyone wants to deny it. African Americans also contributed to the integration and culture of the United States. 
Racism is still an issue in our country to this day, African Americans have yet to be seen as equals to others of different races especially Caucasians. Blacks have been treated differently since the Emancipation Proclamation because they were thought to still be inferior to whites. There were separate but equal school systems, but they were nowhere near equal. There was also redlining; which separated minorities into slum neighborhoods. The hostility between the races only became deeper because of the physical barriers separating them when they were supposed to equals. But the racism even occurs within their own race. Lighter skinned blacks were treated better in slavery than darker skinned blacks; to this day there are issues with the lighter skinned blacks feeling that they are better than the rest.  It has also caused many augments that African Americans deserve reparations for what they experienced in the past . Personally, I don’t agree with the idea of reparation because it only acknowledges the fact that we are still dealing with what happened in the past and cannot move on from that point. What happened in the past is done and gone, now we have an opportunity to make a new start for ourselves. I think the first step to end racism, is to stop placing blame to descendants of those that harmed us in the past. 
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