Un cover from the Past (Change Task 5.A)

Much of what we think we know about the past has been filtered through lenses of patriarchy.  As a result, much of our study of the development of humans taught us that “man the hunter” and “woman the gatherer” constitute the models for the movement of humans from Neanderthal and Cro-Magnon to modern “man.”   Recent scholarship has shown us that these lenses and the “facts” they supposedly uncovered have clouded and distorted our understandings of our evolving “civilization.”  Many sources can be consulted to illustrate the point and help uncover other perspectives about the human past.

One such piece is Heather Pringle, “New Women of the Ice Age”  Discover Magazine, Vol. 19 #4, April 1998, published on-line April 1, 1998. http://www.discover.com/issues/apr-98/features/newwomenoftheice1430/

The lead to Pringle’s article:  “Forget about hapless mates being dragged around by macho mammoth killers. The women of Ice Age Europe, it appears, were not mere cavewives but priestly leaders, clever inventors, and mighty hunters.”  Follow-it up and discuss with a classmate or friend.  Explore your reactions.

Additional information of this type can be found in

Adovasio, J. M., Olga Soffer and Jake Page.  The Invisible Sex:  Uncovering the True Roles of Women in Prehistory.  Washington DC:  Smithsonian Books, 2007.

Clark, Mary E.  In Search of Human Nature.  London:  Routledge, 2002.

McElvaine, Robert S.  Eve’s Seed:  Biology, the Sexes, and the Course of History.  New York:  McGraw Hill, 2001.

