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Speech Critique 3


Toastmasters Visit
Spring, 2008
Speech Critique 3 requires you attend a Toastmasters meeting and critique it.

My version of the COMM 100 Speech Critique 3 does not follow the information in your Student Handbook. Follow the guidelines HERE about the format, focus, and content of Speech Critique 3. (You should ignore everything in the Student Handbook about Speech Critique 3.)

Assignment:
Participate in a Toastmasters Meeting (40 points)





Write a Two Page Critique (50 points)

Due Date:

See Syllabus
The Grading

I will NOT be using the red Speech Critique 3 evaluation form that is in the Student Handbook. I will evaluate this assignment based on the criteria in this document. Speech Critique 3 is worth 50 points. 

In addition, you can earn up to 40 points just for participating in the meeting. Here’s the breakdown.

· 20 pts for attending (and turning in a copy of the Agenda)

· 10 pts for making a comment at the end

· 10 pts for participating in Table Topics

Note: YOU are responsible for ensuring that the Table Topics (TT) Master knows that you want to be called on for TT. See them before the meeting and request that they call on you. If you are not called on, you cannot get these 10 points.

The Critique Write-up

The content of this critique should include:

· An brief review of the meeting, highlighting things that you liked or found interesting (you may use single-spaced ‘bullets’ to summarize a series of different points)
· A brief review of two (2) of the speeches given at the meeting. Avoid generalities and apply specific principles learned in COMM 100 this semester (again, use single-spaced bullet points to summarize your points quickly and efficiently)
· A brief discussion of your participation in Table Topics (What was your question and answer?) and/or any comments you made at the end. (You are strongly encouraged to volunteer – before the meeting, to the Table Topics master – to participate in Table Topics. Remember, there are 10 points at stake. You do not need to ‘verify’ you did TT, just tell me about it)

· Complete and attach (only a) hard copy of the Toastmaster Profile Chart below, with:

· The names of two (2) other Toastmasters at the meeting (and other info)

· The names of all or most of the speakers (and other info)

· The agenda for the meeting (the agenda is required, but only as an attachment to your hard copy version)

You MUST follow these guidelines:

· 2 complete pages (minimum); the maximum is 3 pages

· 12 point, Times New Roman text, double spaced, with 1 inch margins all around

· use a cover page for your identifying information

· This time, you will lose points if you violate any of the three rules above

Some things you could note:

· Did the meeting start and end on time?

· Were there changes in the formal agenda? Did they review the changes at the beginning of the meeting?

· Was the meeting run efficiently?

· Did people stay within their time limits? (for speeches, Table Topics, and evaluations)

· How experienced were the speakers?

Finding a Toastmasters Meeting

Go to:

http://www.toastmasters.org/

Click on:
“Find a Club” at the top

Enter:

Your zip code

This will provide you with a list of Toastmasters clubs, beginning with the closest. Notes about selecting a club to visit:

· There are approximately 50 Toastmasters clubs within 10 miles of GMU.

· There are approximately 150 clubs within 15 miles.

· All Toastmasters clubs welcome visitors and are very supportive and encouraging.

· If you do not have access to a car, talk to a member of your group and go together.

· Approximately 60% of Toastmasters clubs are formed within organizations.

· Approximately 40% of Toastmasters clubs are formed within geographic communities.

· Day time meetings usually mean it is a corporate/organizational club (many of which have selective membership requirements, but usually welcome all visitors).

· Evening or weekend meetings usually means a community club.

· You can normally assume the meeting time listed for a club on the TI web site is correct. (Note that ‘1st & 3rd Mondays’ or ‘2nd and 4th Wednesdays’ refers to the week of the month.)

· I recommend that you contact the club by e-mail before your visit to verify the date of the next meeting, and make sure they in fact hold Table Topics (some clubs do not, and most skip it the week of their Spring speech contest)
· I recommend going with several people from your COMM 100 class. (It is also OK to compare notes and discuss your write-ups together.)

· Arrive 15-30 minutes early at the meeting. That’s the primary time for socializing and networking, though some people will stay after too.
What to Expect at a Toastmasters Meeting

The following information may be helpful to you:

· Arrive 15-30 minutes early. Toastmasters meetings are 1-2 hours, and they start on time and end on time. There’s usually food and socializing before the meeting.

· Arriving early will give you time to meet people and find out about them

· Most meetings include most of the following components: a Thought of the Day, Word of the Day, Joke of the Day, an Educational Interlude, Table Topics, 3-5 speeches, and formal evaluators for each speech.

· In addition, most Toastmasters of the Day (TMODs) – the leader for that meeting – will ensure that the Timer, the ‘Ah counter,’ the Grammarian, the Table Topics Master, and the General Evaluator all explain their roles during the meeting.

· Notice how well Toastmasters listen to the speakers (there’s no talking and very little note taking in the audience).

· You must let the Table Topics Master know – before the meeting – that you’d like to be called upon for “Table Topics” (impromptu speaking). I recommend you speak up – and have some fun!

· I strongly encourage you to participate in your Toastmasters meeting. If you actively volunteer for Table Topics before the meeting, you’ll probably have a few butterflies in your stomach during the meeting, but you will be alive and alert all meeting long – and you’ll get the chance to ‘play the game’ with the regulars. Trust me, you are ALL ready for this! You can ALL do this!

· At the end, all guests are asked if they have any remarks they wish to make to the group.

· I recommend you get the e-mail ID of one or more of the club officers you meet. If you lose the agenda or need any more information, you’ll have someone to contact.

How to Answer a Question in Table Topics (Impromptu speaking)

The following information may be helpful to you:

· Table Topics (TT) is a series of fairly general questions that allow some of the non-speaking audience members to get up and speak.

· Table Topics answers are 1-2 minutes (the green light comes on at 1 minute, yellow light at 1:30, and the red light comes on at 2 minutes). You get a 30 second grace period at the end.

· Start by saying: “Mr. (or Ms.) Table Topics Master and Toastmasters . . .”

· You can repeat the question if you need help gathering your thoughts.

· If you don’t have a good ‘answer’ to the question, consider a different tack. In a pinch, you are free to modify the question, do a humorous take on the question, or expand it to something different.
· Remember that your personal stories are always the BEST examples.
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Toastmasters Profile Chart

Speech Critique 3 requires you attend a Toastmasters International (TI) meeting and critique it. There are several reasons for this assignment:

1. To have you hear ‘everyday’ speakers (people who practice at Toastmasters and go back to their organizations to give presentations, provide oral reports, and manage staff and project meetings).

2. To introduce you to a large civic organization dedicated to helping people improve their public speaking, meeting management, and other organizational skills

3. To have you participate in a Toastmasters meeting (plan to speak when called upon)

4. To introduce you to different types of people who have an interest in improving their public speaking.

	This chart is designed to provide a reason for you to introduce yourself to the speakers and other Toastmasters.

That’s one reason why you must fill out this chart and attach it to (the hard copy version of) your assignment.
	Your Name:  ________________________

Your Section # or Day & Time: ___________
TI Club Name:  ________________________

Date Attended:  ______________________




Speakers

Arrive early. Even then, it would be difficult to meet every speaker. It is permissible to ask other Toastmasters to help you complete the information below about the speakers.

	
	Speaker’s Name
	
	Yrs. in TI
	
	What do they do outside Toastmasters?

	1.
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	
	
	
	
	


Two Other Toastmasters

	
	Toastmaster’s Name
	
	Yrs. In TI
	
	What do they do outside Toastmasters?

	1.
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
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