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It is my pleasure to have a chance to introduce myself and my study objectives to you.  I am a sincere applicant for admission to your graduate school and would like to focus my attention on A/SET in your Ph.D. program.

I have completed my elementary, middle and high school education in my country, South Korea.  I came to America to study in 1990 and had to study English first.  After I attended the English Language Institute at GMU for one year, I started to study Computer Science.  Thanks to my earnest effort, I graduated from GMU majoring in Computer Science with high GPA in 1994 and then attended Cornell University.   My Cornell life was quite tough, like winter weather there, but I survived.  I received a Master of Engineering degree in the same major from Cornell University in 1996.

I had planned to go back to Korea after finishing my study, but I am not sure about it now.  It is because I met my husband who lives in the United States.  He is also a Korean and has a U.S. Citizenship.  As a result, I am apart from my family and friends in Korea.  One sad thing!

After I graduated from Cornell University, I came back to Virginia where my husband lives. While I was looking for a job here, I got pregnant. My husband and I decided to postpone getting a job until I had the baby.  My son came into this world in April last year.  

Ever since I got pregnant, I have been thinking over my future career.  In fact, I have always been very interested in working for people with disabilities.  It is because I am a disabled person myself.  I have suffered from Cerebral Palsy (C.P.) since I was very young.  C.P. affects both my speech and mobility.  Speaking to somebody, especially when I am nervous, is hard for me.  In some situations, I cannot say even one word.  The mobility of my hands and legs is also not perfect.  Nevertheless I can do everything I need to do, including driving, cooking and raising my son.  

After deep thought, I concluded that having a background in the Special Education field is essential to better benefit the disabled community.  As I thought about my future career, I wanted to take a more active role in the disabled community.  I am sure that the disabled community needs more professional and specialized people in an assistive technology (AT) field in order to enhance the quality of lives for individuals with disabilities.  Thus I have decided to become AT specialist for special populations.  For this reason, I like to study and conduct research at the doctoral level.  Further I will do ongoing research after getting my doctoral degree to improve the level of AT.     

After finishing my Ph.D. program successfully, I would like to devote myself to the disabled community in Korea.  The reality for people with disabilities in Korea is far behind that in the United States.  I want to focus on augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) interventions with individuals who have C.P. in Korea.  Also I like to adapt the law, like ADA, for the disabled in the U.S. to circumstances in Korea. 

I have an additional reason why I would start to study again besides enhancing my knowledge.  I have promised myself that I will get rid of my fear of interacting in new environments from now until getting my Ph.D. degree of A/SET.  People who have C.P., including myself, have fear to talk with an unfamiliar person or in a nervous situation.  And that fear affects their speech.  So far, I have not had any problem at all in everyday life because I have let my parents, my husband, or my friends speak to someone or talk on the phone instead of me.  I, however, am eager to do everything for myself from now on.  

I took EDSE 517 Technology Application for Special Populations as an extended studies student last semester and enjoyed the class.  The most wonderful thing happened in that class was I did oral presentation for the first time in my life.   It was not perfect, but at least I tried.  In fact, I still have not had enough courage to speak in public.  However I want to believe I can overcome my disability finally.  

I think the GMU A/SET program is just right for me because it combines my strong background in the computer field and my interest in working with the disabled.  I believe enrolling in the A/SET program at GMU would be an excellent opportunity for me to prepare myself for pursuing my dreams. 

Your kind consideration of my application would be most appreciated.  I am really eager to join you!
