Communication within the classroom: A close look at Assistive technology and augmentative and alternative communication systems and how they can be used most effectively within the classroom

ABSTRACT

This presentation will focus on communication within the classroom environment.  The presenters will cover such topics as augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) and assistive technology.  We will go over strategies for effectively implementing AAC within the classroom. Also, we will cover different practices for incorporating assistive technology into the lives of individuals with disabilities. Additionally, one of the presenters is an AAC user, and she will talk about some of her own experiences with AAC and what it is like to be in a classroom and utilizing AAC.  

SYNOPSIS

The focus of this presentation will be on the effective use of Augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) systems and assistive technology within the classroom environment. This presentation will go over the many benefits of assistive technology for individuals with disabilities.  The presenters will discuss methods in which any classroom can be set up to enhance communication opportunities of an individual. Adapting the classroom environment with the goal of encouraging communication among all students will be addressed.

In addition to discussing the setup of the classroom to encourage communication, one of the presenters, an AAC user herself, will discuss the ups and downs of utilizing AAC for communication purposes.  The presenter will discuss her own experiences using AAC within the classroom and suggestions for strategies that others can employ to make her feel more willing and able to communicate.  

Throughout the presentation, the presenters will stress the importance of communication and specifically, its place within the classroom environment.  

