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English 423.001 Colonial and Federalist American Literature

Professor Tamara Harvey

Spring 2010, Th 7:20-10 p.m., Robinson Hall A 243

Office hours:  T 3-4 p.m., Th 6-7 p.m., and by appointment

Email:  tharvey2@gmu.edu

Phone:  703-993-2769

Office:  Robinson A 479
Phrases like “Taken from her mouth” and “The True Narrative of…” are splashed across the title pages of innumerable texts written in the early American period.  Like viewers of reality television today, readers in both Europe and the Americas were eager for first hand accounts of experiences and emotional ordeals that they found both strange and familiar.  Encounters with native Americans, disputes among colonists, the success of commercial and religious endeavors, the trepidations, stumbles, and successes of individuals “in the wilderness,” and the debates and celebrations of the American revolution and early national period all found a ready audience on both sides of the Atlantic.  Also like reality tv, these narratives were constructed in ways that reflected the assumptions and interests of those writing, publishing, and reading these texts.  They were not objective records of life in the Americas, even when they professed to be so.  In this class we will discuss texts from across the Americas that show individuals and communities constructing themselves in the early centuries of European settlement in the western hemisphere.  We will read the works of cons, criminals, and captives as well as explorers, founders, and “saints,” considering as we do so how different ways of engaging the land and social space called the “New World” or the “Americas” in the colonial and federalist periods shape various literary representations of what it is to be American.

Learning outcomes:

Students who successfully complete this course should be able to:

· Read accurately, critically, and analytically in their cultural and historical contexts works produced in and about the Americas through the 18th century
· Describe some of the predominant assumptions, myths, narratives, and debates that shaped early conceptions of and activities in the Americas, many of which endure to the present
· Write clearly argued, well-supported, and error-free analytical essays using MLA format on early American literature and culture
· Use appropriate academic resources, such as MLA International Bibliography, Evans Digital database, and American Periodical Series, to locate information about early American literature and culture
Required texts:

Baym, Nina, ed.  The Norton Anthology of American Literature, volume A.  (ISBN-10: 0-393-92739-3 ISBN-13: 978-0-393-92739-9)
Catalina de Erauso.  The Lieutenant Nun.  Trans. Michele and Gabriel Stepto.  Beacon Press.  (ISBN: 0807070734)

Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz.  Poems, Protest, and a Dream.  Trans. Margaret Sayers Peden.  Penguin.  (ISBN: 0140447032)

Leonora Sansay, Secret History; or the Horrors of St. Domingo. Broadview (ISBN: 1551113465)

Various texts available through databases or other online sources or on our class wiki.
Course Requirements:


Commonplace book (2/3 weekly postings, 1/3 final grade)
15%


Early America later presentations



5%


Midterm exam






10%


Paper 1 (3-5 pages)





15%


Paper 2 (2-3 pages)





10%

Paper 3 (4-6 pages)





20%
Final exam:






15%


Participation:






10%
Commonplace book assignment:  Commonplace books were kept by literate people of all walks of life during the early American period.  In these books, writers recorded literary passages that they found particularly significant.  As Karin Wulf has observed, they were a kind of literary diary, but they also circulated among a community of readers.  In many ways, they were like blogs today—they were both personal and public or semi-public.  And like blogs they often involved simply quoting (now linking to) something the writer finds significant and wants to share.  An image from a commonplace book by Thomas Jefferson may be found here:  http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/jefferson/images/vc24.jpg.  For women like Milcah Martha Moore, who kept a commonplace book during the American Revolution, commonplace books provided a semi-public literary forum that took the place of print publication.  
We will be keeping a form of commonplace book this semester using our course wiki (http://engl423sp20.pbworks.com). Each Tuesday, 2 of you will be responsible for starting a wiki page in which you do the following: post quotes from that week’s readings that you find especially interesting or provocative, post 2 or 3 useful discussion questions, and, when possible, provide links to other web resources related to that week’s readings.  This will require reading the entire week's assignments ahead of time.  By Thursday of that week, the rest of you need to log on to that page and respond to the discussion questions and readings more generally with comments, quotations, and relevant links.  Note: only one person is allowed to edit the page at a time, so you need to plan ahead for this.  Postings are due by class on Thursday.

Two-thirds of your grade for this assignment will depend upon your timely completion of this assignment and one-third will be determined by my evaluation of the thoughtfulness and impact of your contributions, both as leader and in your weekly responses.  Keeping up with this assignment frequently raises final grades; neglecting it frequently lowers them.
Sign up to lead the weekly commonplace page on the wiki homepage.
Early America Later presentations:  Each week, groups of 1-3 students will also do brief presentations in class on some later interpretation of early American literature and culture particularly related to that week’s readings.  For example, when we study John Winthrop’s “Modell of Christian Charity,” we also read Sarah Vowell’s treatment of the same lay sermon in The Wordy Shipmates—you might look for similar reinterpretations.  I would like you to look for non-scholarly interpretations; consult with me if you have questions about what is appropriate.  Groups should post citations, links, passages, etc. on the class wiki for use during the presentations.  Presentations should be no longer than 5 minutes and should include some discussion of how the later interpretation sheds light on the original text and/or events as well as on its own historical context and the contemporary aims of the writer.
Papers:  Three formal papers are assigned for this class.  As you are writing your papers, you may find the GMU Department of English Writing Guide useful: http://classweb.gmu.edu/WAC/EnglishGuide/. Paper format and citations must conform to MLA Style.  Papers should be double-spaced with one-inch margins.  Be sure to use a standard font size (12).  All pages but the first must be numbered.  Include your name, the date, and a title for the assignment at the top of the first page.  Submit papers using our Blackboard dropbox.  To do this, select the particular assignment in question from the assignment page on Blackboard and follow the instructions.  A screencast showing how to submit an assignment is available at http://www.screencast-o-matic.com/watch/cjQhQEVNr (a link to this screencast is included on our Blackboard site).  I have posted a paper submission practice assignment that you may use to practice submitting assignments.  You should submit papers as attachments—do not paste them into the window on the assignment page.  If you are ever unable to access Blackboard, send your assignment to me as an email attachment.  I will likely ask you to upload your file later, but this way I receive your paper in time.

Although drafts are not required, I will read and comment on drafts turned in to me by the draft due date.  I also invite and encourage you to come talk about your paper with me during office hours.


The formal papers you write in this course may be revised and resubmitted within two weeks after getting the graded paper back from me.  To be eligible for revision, the original paper must have been carefully proofread and handed in on time.  Please keep in mind that revisions should be substantive rather than simply cosmetic.  In other words, you should overhaul rather than touch up your essay.  Expand, delete, and rearrange; respond thoughtfully to my questions and comments.  Merely correcting your spelling and grammar or adding a few words here and there does not constitute a sufficient revision.

Here are my expectations for revisions:

1.  Please make an appointment with me at some point after you have begun to plan your revision.  I'll be happy to work with you at any point in the process of revising your paper, but I do require that you sit down with me and discuss your revision plans in specific detail before you actually rewrite your paper.

2.  Please hand in your revised paper within two weeks after you get the graded paper back from me.

3.  Finally, please write a cover letter in which you specifically explain what you've changed and how you've improved the paper.   

Exams:  The midterm and final exams will likely consist of identifications, short answer questions, and an essay question and will cover all material discussed up to that point in the semester.  The midterm will treat all materials from the first half of the class, with particular stress on those materials not included in paper assignment 1.  The final exam will cover the entire semester, with particular stress on those materials not included in paper assignments 2 and 3.  More specific information about these exams will be provided later in the semester.  

Participation:  Ten percent of your grade is determined by your participation in this course.  You are expected to participate actively in discussion and all class activities. 
Grading:

Letter grades have the numerical equivalents listed below:

A = 4.0

A- = 3.66


B+ = 3.33


B = 3

B- = 2.66

C+ = 2.33

C = 2

C- = 1.67

D+ = 1.33

D = 1

D- = .67

F = 0

Final grades are calculated according to the following ranges:

A = 3.8-4.0

A- = 3.5-3.8

B+ = 3.13-3.5

B = 2.8-3.13

B- = 2.5-2.8

C+ = 2.13-2.5

C = 1.8-2.13

C- = 1.5-1.8

D+ = 1.13-1.5

D = .8-1.13

D- = .5-.8

F = 0-.5
Note: You must complete all graded work in order to receive a grade for the course.  All work is due at the beginning of class on the specified due date unless otherwise noted.  Late papers will be downgraded one half-grade for each day they are late.  Please do not leave assignments in my mailbox except by prior arrangement; I will assume they are late and will grade them accordingly.  No fax or e-mail submissions will be accepted except by special arrangement.  If you anticipate problems or conflicts, let me know as soon as possible.  I reserve the right to make exceptions to these policies, at my discretion, for students facing serious difficulties.
If class is canceled for any reason, continue with the assignments as scheduled.

Extra-credit opportunities:  On our wiki, you will find directions for an extra-credit assignment that involves visiting and writing a short analytical paper about museums in Washington, DC.  I may add other extra-credit opportunities as the occasion arises.  Each extra credit assignment is worth 5 points and you can receive no more than double extra-credit for the semester (equivalent to 10 points out of a possible 100 for participation—you may then get 110 points out of 100 for participation, with extra credit).
Email, Blackboard, and pbworks:  Be sure to sign up for GMU email if you have not done so already—I will be using your GMU account to contact you throughout the semester.  We also have a Blackboard folder for this class.  This week, take the time to log on and familiarize yourself with what is there (http://courses.gmu.edu/).  Most of your assignments this semester will be submitted using Blackboard  


Additionally, we will be using a class wiki this semester for posting both commonplace book entries and presentation materials as well as lecture materials, useful links, class announcements, etc.  I will be sending each of you an invitation to join our private wiki at http://engl423sp10.pbwiki.com.  If you do not regularly check your GMU email account, be sure to let me know how to contact you.  You may also go to this site and request access if you have not received an invitation.
Writing Center:  The University Writing Center is a free writing resource.  Tutors are available to assist students at any level and at any stage of their writing process.  Tutors will not proofread your writing, but they will help you to develop revision and editing strategies.  Please Note:  If you have difficulty writing grammatically correct English, I may require you to meet regularly with a tutor at the Writing Center.  The University Writing Center is located in Robinson A 114.  Hours are:

Monday-Thursday 9:30-7:30 (last appointment at 6:30)
Friday 9:30-2:30 (last appointment at 1:30)

For an appointment, call (703) 993-1200 or schedule online at http://writingcenter.gmu.edu.  Also, consult the Writing Center website for more information about their services as well as a variety of helpful online resources.

Academic integrity:  GMU is an Honor Code university; please see the University Catalog for a full description of the code and the honor committee process.  The principle of academic integrity is taken very seriously and violations are treated gravely.  What does academic integrity mean in this course?  Essentially this: when you are responsible for a task, you will perform that task.  When you rely on someone else’s work in an aspect of the performance of that task, you will give full credit in the proper, accepted form.  

Plagiarism means using words, opinions, or factual information from another source without giving that source credit.  You must cite, using a standard citation format, all the articles, books, and other sources that your own writing draws on, either directly or indirectly.  In addition to listing sources in a bibliography, you must also correctly quote and/or attribute passages and ideas from your sources that you use in the body of your text.  Paraphrases and summaries of others’ ideas must also be properly attributed.  This is a matter of academic honesty, but proper citations and attributions also improve your writing.  As the English Department’s statement about plagiarism explains, “it is helpful to keep the reader in mind and to think of citations as being ‘reader friendly.’ In other words, writers provide a citation for any piece of information that they think their readers might want to investigate further” (http://composition.gmu.edu/faculty/plagiarism.php).

Also note that un-cited sources will constitute plagiarism even if they ended up in your work without your conscious knowledge (e.g. you forgot you read the material or you confused your own notes with notes on a source), since part of the scholarly responsibility that comes with using secondary sources is keeping track of which words or ideas were yours and which came from another source.  

Like you, I am bound by the Honor Code to report suspected plagiarism to the Honor Committee.  For a description of the code and the committee, go to:  http://honorcode.gmu.edu/.

Another aspect of academic integrity is the free play of ideas.  Vigorous discussion and debate are encouraged in this course, with the firm expectation that all aspects of the class will be conducted with civility and respect for differing ideas, perspectives, and traditions.  When in doubt, please ask for guidance and clarification.

Office of Disability Services:  If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Office of Disability Resources at 703.993.2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

Mason Alert:  I have set up my Mason Alert account so that I will receive text alerts during class if anything is amiss in our building or at the university generally.  If you want to set up your own alerts, you may do so at http://alert.gmu.edu. Please take a moment to notice the emergency instructions posted in this room; more information about emergency procedures is available at http://www.gmu.edu/service/cert/. 

Other Useful Campus Resources:

Writing Center: A114 Robinson Hall; (703) 993-1200; http://writingcenter.gmu.edu
University Libraries “Ask a Librarian” http://library.gmu.edu/mudge/IM/IMRef.html
Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS): (703) 993-2380; http://caps.gmu.edu 
Enrollment:  

· Students are responsible for verifying their enrollment in this class.  

· Schedule adjustments should be made by the deadlines published in the Schedule of Classes:
Last Day to Add/Last Day to Drop with No Tuition Penalty
February 2, 2010

Last Day to Drop






February 19, 2010

Selective Withdrawal Period 


February 22 – March 26, 2010

· After the last day to drop a class, withdrawing from this class requires the approval of the dean and is only allowed for nonacademic reasons.

· Undergraduate students may choose to exercise a selective withdrawal. See the Schedule of Classes for selective withdrawal procedures.
University Policies:  The University Catalog, http://catalog.gmu.edu, is the central resource for university policies affecting student, faculty, and staff conduct in university affairs.
Schedule of readings and assignments (all page numbers refer to The Norton Anthology of American Literature, vol. A, unless otherwise noted):
I.  Adventurers and first contact
Week 1
Th 1/21: Introduction to literary interpretation of early America. Christopher Columbus headnote (31-32), “Letter of Columbus to Various Persons Describing the Results of His First Voyage and Written on the Return Journey” (Read the full version available on Blackboard and our wiki), “Letter to Ferdinand and Isabella Regarding the Fourth Voyage” (33-35).  The Travels of Sir John Mandeville, skim chapters XX and XXII, paying particular attention to the first three paragraphs of chapter XX. (Available online at: http://www.romanization.com/books/mandeville/index.html).
Week 2
Th 1/28:  “Introduction: Beginnings to 1700” (1-16).  Aztec “Water-pouring song” (wiki).  Selection from Hernán Cortéz “Letters of Relation” (wiki).  Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, loa to The Divine Narcissus, in Poems, Protest, and a Dream (195-239). Bartolomé de las Casas selections (35-39).  Paper 1 introduced.  
Week 3
2/2: Last day to drop with no tuition penalty.  Last day to add classes (all individualized sections forms due.)

Th 2/4: Alvar Nuñez Cabeza de Vaca selections (40-48) and handout. Catalina de Erauso, The Lieutenant Nun.
II.  New England Settlement
Week 4
M 2/8: Draft due date for paper 1 by 11:30 p.m. on Blackboard (optional).
Th 2/11: John Smith selections (55-72); John Winthrop, “A Model of Christian Charity” (147-158); Sarah Vowell, selection from The Wordy Shipmates (wiki).  
Week 5
Th 2/18:  John Winthrop selections (158-167); John Winthrop, “Christian Experience” (http://www.millersville.edu/~winthrop/jwcex.html ); Roger Williams selections (173-187). Edward Taylor selections (267-287).  

F 2/20: Paper 1 due by 11:30 p.m. on Blackboard.

2/19: Last day to drop

Week 6
Th 2/25: Anne Bradstreet selections (187-217).  Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, Poems, Protest, and a Dream selections (1-75, 137-143, 149-151).  Midterm information
Week 7
Th 3/4: Paper 2 introduced.  Midterm
Spring break, March 8-14
III.  Captivity, Sensation, and the Popular Press
Week 8
Th 3/18: Mary White Rowlandson selection (235-267).  Rowlandson, continued.  Susan Faludi, “America’s Guardian Myths” (http://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/07/opinion/07faludi.html?_r=1&oref=slogin) and letters to the editor in response (http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=9A03E0D7123CF937A2575AC0A9619C8B63&scp=1&sq=susan+faludi+america%27s+guardian+myths). Paper 2 draft due by 11:30 p.m on Blackboard (optional).
Week 9
Th 3/25: Hannah Duston section in Norton (343-353). Presentations for paper 2.  

3/26: Last day of selective withdrawal period

IV.  Enlightenment and Revolution

Week 10
Th 4/1: Jonathan Edwards selections (384-436); Samson Occom selection (440-443).  John Marrant selection (http://www.blackloyalist.com/canadiandigitalcollection/documents/diaries/marrant_narrative.htm ). “American Literature 1700-1820” (357-367). Paper 2 due by 11:30 p.m. on Blackboard. Paper 3 introduced.
Week 11
Th 4/8: J. Hector St. Jean de Crèvecoeur selections (595-616).  Benjamin Franklin selections (449-518, you don’t need to read parts 2 and 3 of The Autobiography).  
Week 12
Th 4/15.  Phillis Wheatley selections (751-764); Judith Sargent Murray, “On the Equality of the Sexes” (724-733).  
Week 13
M 4/19:  Draft due for paper 3 by 11:30 p.m. on Blackboard (optional).
Th 4/22:  Hannah Webster Foster, The Coquette (806-904).    

Week 14
Th 4/29:  Leonora Sansay, Secret History; or the Horrors of St. Domingo.  Paper 3 due by 11:30 p.m. on Blackboard.
Final exam: Thursday, 5/6, 7:30-10:15 p.m.

