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LLOG-6: Synthesis3rd Chimp Part 2 (An animal with a strange life cycle)

Synopsis:

Part Two of “The Third Chimpanzee” is about the alteration in human life cycle “which were as essential to the development of language and art as were the skeletal changes discussed in Part One.” (Evolution pg 7)  “An Animal with a Strange Life Cycle” discusses “evolutionary history through the appearance of humans with fully modern anatomy and behavioral capabilities.” (Evolution pg 59)  Humans have large brains and walk in an upright posture but our bones by itself do not promise humanity.  Life cycle has a main meaning that differs from species to species. 

Humans are extremely different from apes for clear reasons.  Some examples would be how parents or species take care of their babies, if sex is private or in the public, and how many females the males have sex with.  A human life cycle is different from “wild apes in more subtle respects, whose functions are nevertheless still discernible.” (Evolution pg 60)  “Darwin established in the mid-nineteenth century that animals’ anatomy has evolved through natural selection.” (Evolution pg 62)  Biochemists have likewise mapped out the “animal’s chemical makeup has evolved through natural selection.” (Evolution pg 62)  Later on it talks about how its hard to reason is some of the human traits like aging and menopause would lessen/reduce instead of increase/enhance would our “output of offspring shouldn’t have resulted from natural selection.” (Evolution pg 62)

“As already mentioned, features that make us strange among animals include our societies of nominally monogamous couples, our genital anatomy, and our constant and generally private pursuit of sex.” (Evolution pg 63)  The size of males and females bodies are reflected and also in genitalia.  Chimpanzees do not practice marriage like humans do.  The selection of sex partner is the expression of human life-cycle traits.  Chimpanzees “do some picking of their set partners, they’re still much less selective and much more promiscuously baboon like than humans.” (Evolution pg 64)  The demand of human child care is a lot heavier and so are the parents’ responsibilities.  “Humans native to different from parts of the globe vary conspicuously in external appearance, as do gorillas, orangutans, and most other animal species occupying a sufficiently extensive geographic range.” (Evolution pg 64)

“The Evolution of Hunan Sexuality” is about how if we do not try to understand the way human sexuality got to be the way it is that we must start to understand the “evolution of our diet and our society.” (Evolution pg 68)  Some reason that human babies are completely incompetent when gathering food falls in a “twofold: mechanical and mental.” (Evolution pg 69)  Having the ability to use tools or collecting food requires good finger management that takes some years to actually develop.  As example an infant does not have the ability to know or understand the use to hunt or father food.  “Weaned human infants can’t support themselves because they lack these mechanical and mental skills.” (Evolution pf 69)  Meaning the parents must teach their children these skills and help them develop for survival.


The sex life of different species varies.  Humans deal with having usually one partner at a time, relationships, and the possibility of serious commitment, marriage.  “Each species have testes big enough to do their job, but not unnecessarily larger ones.  Bigger testes would just entail more costs without proportional benefits, by diverting space and energy from other tissues and increasing the risk of testicular cancer.” (Evolution pg 75)  Theory of Penis Length is the scientific clarification.  The position of species also differs from humans, gorillas, chimps, and orangs.


“Whatever the main biological function of human copulation, it isn’t conception, which is jus tan occasional by-product.” (Evolution pg 78)  The growth of human overpopulation is ironic to the tragedy which is the Catholic Church’s “claim that human copulation has conception as its natural purpose, that the rhythm method is the only proper means of birth control.” (Evolution pg 78)  Animals’ copulation is a “dangerous luxury.  While occupied in acto flagrante, an animal is burning up valuable calories neglecting opportunities to gather food, vulnerable to predators’ eager to eat it, and vulnerable to rivals eager to usurp its territory.”  (Evolution pg 78)  Copulation is also supposed to be something that is finished in a small amount of time that is required to do the job of fertilization.  Humans on the other hand have sex to as a tool of accomplish fertilization which is “rated a he waste of time and energy, an evolutionary failure.” (Evolution pf 78)

“The Science of Adultery” is about how “people have many reasons to lie when asked whether they have committed adultery.” (Evolution pg 85)  This is a reason why it is disreputably hard to get “accurate scientific information about this important subject.” (Evolution pg 85)  During the 1940s Dr. X studied the “genetics of human blood groups, which are molecules that we acquire only by inheritance.” (Evolution pg 85)  Every one of us has dozens of blood-group stuff that we got either from our father or mother.  Many U.S. hospitals collect babies’ blood, will identify the blood groups, and use the standard genetic logic to infer the inheritance patterns.  Dr. X’s blood groups exposed that about ten percent of the “babies to be the fruits of adultery!” (Evolution pg 86)  There was proof of the babies’ unlawful origin was that they had one or more blood groups missing to both supposed parents.  Dr. X also made this discovery that research on the American sexual behavior is close to taboo.  Majority of the information taken in about adultery’s incidence is from the researchers interviewing people about their sex lives than “blood-grouping their babies.” (Evolution pg 87)

Picking our mates and sex partners happen in so many ways.  The question of if “there are any universal standards of human beauty and sex appeal accepted by peoples are different as Chinese, Swedes, and Fijians?”  (Evolution pg 99)  Do we inherit our specific taste through in marriage partners by our genes or by the appearance of other people in our society?  “Pygmy chimps are opposite of sexually selective: females mate in sequence with many males, and there is much sexual activity between females and between males as well.” (Evolution pg 99)  Even thought he common chimps are not totally promiscuous – “a male and female may sometimes go and ‘consort’ with each other for a few days – but they still rank as promiscuous by human standards.” (Evolution pg 99)  Humans are extremely more selective sexually, when choosing a mate or sex buddy is it not that “much a human invention as a reinvention of something practice by many other (nominally monogamous animals with lasting pair bonds, and lost by our chimanzeelike ancestors.” (Evolution pg 100)  Humans also make these decisions on a more personal interest because when choosing a partner this is the one who will be preoccupying our life.

Each of us has a “search engine” which is an image that is a mental picture “against which we compare objects and people around us in order to be able to recognize something quickly, like Perrier bottle amidst all the other bottled waters on the supermarket shelf or one’s child at a playground with other kids.”  (Evolution pg 101)  The question of if humans are looking for similarities or differences, if they turn us on, and if they can fulfill our needs.  Psychologist have undertaken this question by examining multiple married couples, taking measurements of everything imaginable about physical looks, other characteristics, and than trying to come down to the understanding of who married who.  From the examinations of the married couples the “highest correlation coefficients – typically around + 0.9 – are for religion, ethnic background, race, socioeconomic status, age, and political views.” (Evolution pg 101)  The following highest correlation coefficients are around + 0.4 and are the measurements of intelligence, personality, neatness, and IQ.  The people do not select their mates by their bodies, but significantly in physical features.
Mice and rats are also in the same category when it comes to picking their mates except they also choose by scent more than looks.  “Mice’s with scented mothers mounted and ejaculated more quickly when placed with a scented female than an unscented one, while the reverse was true for males with unscented mothers.” (Evolution pg 107)  In addition these animals of certain species have learned to distinguish their siblings and parents while they are growing up.  They are also planned to look for individuals that are rather alike to the “parents or sibling of opposite sex – but not Mother or Sister herself.” (Evolution pg 108)  They may inherit a few look for a picture of what make ups a rat, but they obviously learn their look for representation of who in specific is an attractive, qualified rat.  These experiments are very much appreciated and are need to get clear evidence of this theory for humans.
“Sexual Selection, and the Origin of Human Races” chapter talks bout the geographic differences upon humans.  “There’s another reason why we don’t understand the significance of human racial variation: it proves to be unexpectedly difficult problem.” (Evolution pg 111)  The variation in skin color has to do with natural selection.  “Most animal and plant species with sufficiently side distributions, including all higher ape species except the geographically localized pygmy chimp, also vary geographically.” (Evolution pg 112)  The difference in apes includes a lot of the identical traits that differ geographically in humans.  By same indication, natural selection certainly clarifies some geographic differences in humans.  Sexual selection was proven by an experiment done by Swedish biologist Malte Anderson.  “In animals some of the traits that vary racially are ones produced by sexual selection.” (Evolution pg 118)

“Why do we Grow Old and Die?  Death and aging constitute a mystery that we often ask about as children, deny in youth, and reluctantly come to accept as adult” (Evolution pg 122)  Slow aging is as important to human life-style as marriages are, “concealed ovulation, and the other life-cycle features.” (Evolution pg 123)  Surviving to an old age depends on the advances in technology that is increasing and culture.  Our bodies can be repaired by going to the doctor and as often as needed.  Repairs are costly depending on how severe, often, and what part of the body.  “An obvious difficulty in applying this reasoning to our life cycles is that they have many features seeming to reduce, not to maximize, our ability to produce offspring.” (Evolution pg 129)
Take Away Idea

 During this reading there were many facts and ideas that I got from it.  From Part Two I learned about human life cycle.  I also learned why human babies develop in a longer time period due to parental care.  Humans differ from chimpanzees, gorillas, and orangutans with their sex lives meaning public versus private.  Humans also pick their mates/partners from a majority of race, culture, religion, age and political views.  Mice on the other hand choose their mates/partners based on scent attraction.  Technology and cultures are advancing which help humans survive and live longer with repairs.
Hardest Thing: 


The hardest thing in Part Two would be the vocabulary terms.  There were a decent amount of phrases and terms I had no clue of their meaning.  This caused more work, looking up words and trying to read around them to figure out what exactly they meant.  Even though the terms were not the easiest I know that I am only increasing my vocabulary and will help me in the future.  In some areas of the chapters of the reading I had to re-read parts because I did not completely understand what I read and needed to to write this paper.  If you do not understand what you have read you will not be able to write and explain anything.
A Seminar Question:

Are the majority of couples and married ones together the same race or culture?  What are the percentages of different hooked up couples?  How important are the parents input on whom you marry counts?
Connection: 


In Unit Two we have read a variety of readings.  I feel that this book "The Third Chimpanzee" and the sections/parts are readings here to help understand evolution which is an area in the Natural World.  Also, the reading is very interesting; I never knew half of the things I have read about and would never had thought about picking up this book.  Everything that is assigned as readings are important because it has to do with Unit Two and what we discuss.
Vocabulary:

1. Monogamous – "adj : (used of relationships and of individuals) having one mate; "monogamous marriage"; "monogamous for life" (http://dictionary.reference.com/search?q=monogamous)
"human pairing" (Evolution pg 71)

2. Polygnous – "The condition or practice of having more than one wife at one time." (http://dictionary.reference.com/search?q=polygynous)

3. Search Images – "is a mental picture against which we compare objects and people around us in order to be able to recognize something quickly." (Evolution pg 101)
"The particular ideal that each of us pursues is an example of search images." (Evolution pg 100-101)

