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“Alternate assessment is not an event, it is a journey!"
Madalaine Pugliese
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Aboutthisstaa; erBehaviorﬁHhaearﬁeﬁ'J i
the focus

sAbout the software- learner takes control, : P
motivation, stimulation, content not importel)
prompts, skills are press| & press-rielease

sRelevant issues- Independence emerging,
features must be adaptable, cues, keyboard
alternatives, scan, switch interface, position

sExtension activities: toys adapted, appliances;
radios, etc.

sAbout the learner- Actions become purposefiul,
envirenment control is realized

¢AboUt this Stade- langUuage Emerges

About the software- content focused, setting
édjustable, objects targeted, representationsl =y tlg=ly+]
varied, envirenment encouraging Language

J'Relevant issues- Progress documentation, access
eneralization off vocabulary, self-esteem

Extension activities- imitation, songs, finger plays,
&)bject manipulation; independence

About the learner- divergent to convergent,
Uage practice, demonstration of understanding,
object identification & discrimination, categorization

sAboutrithisistage- thisistage spans K-1!

sAbout the software- access, choices and
reinforcement provided, vocabulary expans

sRelevant issues-accessibility is critical, age=
appropriate, confidence building, content rich

sExtension activities- flashcards, calculators that
talk, spell-checks that talk, dictionaries, journals

eAbout the learner- self-confidence, communication
and academic skilllintegration), strategy;
development for'learning, planning and organization

About thisistage- receptive language

J'About the software- content rich, age
éppropriate, objects named, representations
Taried, repetition;, collection: of data

Relevant issues- vocabulary growth, guidance
édults, self confidence, skill development

Extensioni activities- generalization fiiom picture
%ymbol to objects, objects found in new places,
imitation of skills, labels

Aboutithe learner-"exploration of early language
%kills, pre-linguistic skills, vocabulary, body:language

About thisistage- academic & social readiness

J'About the software- readiness skilll practice, Early
%upport, encouragement & engagement, colo S/Ed-ncapu
hapes, numbers, letters, recognition, patterns )

Jhyming, but net reading or calculating

Relevant issue- Exploration, development off socialland
écademic skills, reinforcement of learning, exploration

Extension activities- songs and games; reinforcin
écademic skills, literature, audio books

About the learner- learner identification emerging,
%trategi%ihat@r@;@thdivexg@:t@nd{@nvexga:ﬂ

sAboUt this stage- SKillsifor living

sAbout the software- Activities that are age- ;

appropriate, levels for different skills, skill de /e@r’rﬁ}wﬂl
arning

sRelevant issues- Software can't beifound? Makelyouft

own) activities- authoring seftware- Speaking

Dynamically’ Pro, Classroom Suite; etc.

sExtension activities- Manipulatives, skill generali Jation
& application, opportunities to use reallitems, actiyities
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sAboutrthis stage- writings skill-mastery: A 7 y Software

lAbou’t the software- auditory feedback, multi W ritten
%ensory learning, choices for' preference and a cg%g,

\ . o ] ion
word prediction, pronunciation:

Stages
Report Wizard
Relevant issues- Independence increased with editing
él revising, feature control, privacy- headphones e

Extension activities- Opportunitiesi for reading| & writing,,
%entence building using words, picture to text paif
ication;

Software Feature
Comparison Charts.

About the learner- Exploration; of written commu
&hou t composition, story retelling, computer used as
it glteol to edit andlrievise
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‘Stage Five: Reading for Meaning - Words
Prompt Type. M
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Software search-

‘Welcome to the Stages Curriculum Software Search

The Stages Curiculum Software Chrt Searchis a searchable version of the saftwae Feature Comparison Charts found in the Stages
Assessment Framework.

Leam more abont Stages by visiting the Stages website
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Stage Three—Emerging Language
The learner gains an understanding of language with an increase in
the range of language interactions.

Stage Four—Early Concepts

The learner facuses on traditional academic and social readiness
skills such as letter and number recognition, counting, creating
patterns, an

Stage Five—Advanced Concepts and Communication

The learner focuses on understanding and using language, and
academic concepts

Stage Sin—Functional Learnin
The learner practices life skills in readiness far the real event,

Stage Seven—Written Expression
“ The learner explores and then masters written language.

The Stages framework differs from other developmental sequences, and is
more practical, because:

# Itis written specifically for l=arners who we already know are developmentally
delayed

® ltis not L butin a
sequence
1tis designed around and
behaviors
It combines cognition and language skills (as opposed to separating them).
1t describes both software selection strategies and off-computer activities that
address goals and observable characteristics of learers, covering a range of
skill areas.

Stages is designed to help special educators reach learners with developmental
language and cognitive challenges, The Stages Assessment Process helps
gather to develop an Plan (IEF). Stages
generates competency-based data for learners whose understanding cannot be
measured using standard assessment tools or methods. This data can be part
of a learner's alternate assessment portfolio,

Stages Assessment Software

Stages is & sewen-lavel developrmental framewark that describes a learner's
cognitive and languaae abilities. Stages helps schools comply with alternate
assessment mandates by providing an accessible way to assess learners with
special needs, Stages also serves as a selection guide for curriculurn activities
{including both software and off-cormputer activities), The sequence of sewven
Stages is based on the work of Madalaine Puglisse, & nationally recognized
authority in the fields of assistive and instructional technologies,

The Stages framework gives parents, edusators and clinicians & comman
language far reviewing learner progress. The seven Stages are developmental
in nature and ars not age or grade specific. The appropriate stage for a learner
is the one whers he or she is challenged, but not overwhelmed o frustrated.

Stage One—Cause and Effect
The Isarner begins to focus on the targst or objsct on the computer
screen.

Stage Two—Language Readiness
The lsarner explares early language through intsractions on the
computer.

5 Stage Three—Emerging Language
The lsarner gsins an understanding of language with an increase in
the range of language interactions.
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