
Susan Kenney
EDUC 800

Anastasia P. Samaras, Ph.D.





QUESTIONS:
How do students with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder 
(ASD):

• Make connections?

• Gather background 
knowledge?

• Learn?





QUESTIONS:

• How can we know how 
students with ASD learn?  

• How do students with ASD 
interact with experiences?

• How do visuals affect students 
with ASD? 

• How does structure affect 
students with ASD?





Gifts of AutismGifts of Autism
• Genius

• Music

• Math
• Science
• Engineering 

• Vision
• Incredible focus
• Thinking “out of the box!”



http://www.mayoclinic.com/health/a
utism/DS00348



Ways of knowingWays of knowing

• Visual Learners
• Inanimate Objects
• Simplicity
• Consistence
• Specific sensory input

(Cafiero 2005) 

Specialist Subjects
(Jackson 2002) 



Visual CuesVisual Cues



Inanimate ObjectsInanimate Objects



SimplicitySimplicity



ConsistenConsisten
cece



Sensory Sensory 
FeedbackFeedback

• Music
• Pressure
• Lights
• movement



Barriers toBarriers to
Ways of knowingWays of knowing

• Social Interaction
• Motor Planning
• Anxiety
• Communication
• Behavior
• Memory

(Cafiero 2005)



CommunicationCommunication

• Simple

• Consistent
• Visual

• Inanimate
• Recognition not memory



AWARENESSAWARENESS
• Builds Understanding.
• Enhances social interaction.
• Reduces anxiety.
• Decreases behavior problems.
• Provides an opportunity to expand

KNOWLEDGE!
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