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Mason Libraries subscribes to a suite of music-related digital libraries from Alexander Street 

Press, a major vendor of electronic resources. The entire package is named Music Online, and its 

component titles include five streaming audio libraries and two streaming video libraries, a 

library of scanned scores of classical music, and three different sets of music reference texts. 

These can be searched simultaneously from the Music Online interface, or each database can be 

opened and searched separately. We’ll begin with the individual streaming audio databases. 

 

Classical Music Library 

This resource, and the others to follow, can be accessed directly from Mason Libraries’ home 

page—click the Databases tab, enter the title of the resource into the search box, and submit; 

then click the title again on the results screen: 
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At this point, if  you are accessing from off-campus, you may encounter an authentication  

screen that requires input of your Mason ID and password before the Classical Music interface 

opens; the interface should open immediately from within the campus computer network. It 

looks like this: 

 

 
 

Note that one can browse for recordings of classical music by various categories listed in the 

left-hand column, or click into a search engine to find something specific. There is also a link to 

a “help” area for tips on navigation, searching, creating playlists, etc. Free registration is required 

to create and share playlists; there is also an opportunity to save (as an MP3 file or as a WMA 

file) a free “download of the week” from Alexander Street Press, and register for notifications 

when a new one is available. Let’s open the search engine and look for recordings of 

Beethoven’s 5
th
 Symphony. The most precise way to search is by composer name and work/opus 

number, if known, as illustrated in the next screenshot of the search engine, followed by the 

results list: 
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The first three results show orchestral performances by Stuttgart Radio conducted by 

Norrington and London Philharmonia conducted by Boult, as well as a performance of Liszt’s 
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piano transcription. The icons preceding each title (and each separate movement) represent click 

-to-play (the arrow) or click-to-add to a playlist (the plus). Click-to-play opens Music Online’s 

proprietary playback interface, which allows for a choice of lower or higher fidelity resolution 

and features a re-positionable elapsed time chronometer. After some buffering, the audio track 

will then “stream” through your computer’s speakers. 

 

 
 

The four other streaming audio libraries generally work the same way: Jazz Music Library, 

American Song, Smithsonian Global Sound, and Contemporary World Music.  Many of the 

Smithsonian items are field recordings from the Folkways record label, and include scans of the 

informative album covers and liner notes, as in the following results for a search for instrument = 

“kalimba” (one of the names for the African thumb piano). An option to be added to the audio 

libraries in the future is the ability to purchase and download tracks. 
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Opera in Video and Dance in Video 

Video recordings of several dozen complete operas and complete ballets, as well as 

supplementary video material such as interviews with performers, can be streamed through your 

computer from these libraries. As with the audio libraries, there are several ways to browse 

through the content as well as a search engine. Here’s a search for TITLE = FIDELIO, resulting 

in a list, not of “works” as stated, but of tracks (channels?) from the single production available 

in the library at this time, Covent Garden 1990. You can either click on a particular track to 

navigate to that particular musical number from the opera, or click on the link Fidelio to start 

from the beginning. 
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Both the opera and dance libraries feature an option for registered users to snip and save video 

clips to a play list for review or sharing with other subscribers. 

 

Classical Scores Library 

The library of scanned musical scores currently numbers around 14,000 of a planned 15,000 

items that include both virtual reprints of public-domain scores and selected licensed materials 

currently under copyright from a variety of publishers. The 19
th
-century complete-works sets for 

major composers (Bach, Mozart, Beethoven, etc.) also appear here. Here’s a search for any 

works by Brahms that include clarinet, showing the quintet with strings, the trio, and two 

sonatas—and an odd anthology of arranged music that includes Brahms’s cradle song! The 

resulting scores are in PDF format suitable for printing or downloading. 

      
 

Among the in-copyright works are several 

items by 20
th
-century composers such as 

Benjamin Britten, Olivier Messaien, Luciano 

Berio, and Morton Feldman, including full 

orchestral scores to several complete operas. 

Users of this database may print any of the 

scores for personal use and study.  
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Classical Music Reference Library 

This library contains the full-text content of the various “Baker’s” music reference works and 

others; future functionality will feature links from musical works discussed in the text to 

corresponding audio tracks in the music library and scores in the score library. This library 

appears to be “under construction” and allows only rudimentary keyword searching at this time, 

returning articles in which the search time appears anywhere in the full text. 
 

 
 

 
 

African-American Music Reference and Garland Encyclopedia of World Music 

Full-text essays, journal articles, books and book chapters, photographs, and sheet music 

useful for research can be found in the African-American library; the entire text of the multi-

volume print version of the well-known Garland resource now places detailed essays and photos 

on the computer screens of students working in music ethnography and ethnomusicology. 

 

Next month:  

FROM HEAVEN-MINDED TO EARTH-BOUND: A BRIEF HISTORY OF ORATORIO (Friday, Oct. 16, 2 pm) 


