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Research Proposal

How has leisure television viewing affected students’ learning with broadcast technology?
Rationale. I teach English 9, AP 11, and AP 12 at the Commonwealth Governor’s School (CGS), a consortium of schools in Stafford, Spotsylvania, and King George counties. The school is organized around the school-within-a-school concept. Students are bused to or attend high school at five sites that are connected as a “community of learners” by broadcast and other technology that allows students to see and hear each other when they respond to or ask questions.  Courses are team taught, and various teachers televise one lesson a week to students taking the same course at all sites.  Some students appear to pay attention, clearly focused on the instruction; some appear to pay intermittent attention; others appear to opt out entirely—doing other things during broadcasts. We recently had a student drop out, giving broadcasts as the reason.  We need to better understand broadcasts as an instructional delivery method, starting with the effect of students’ previous leisure experiences with television. 

Questions for Students. I will interview students about their experiences, habits, and perceptions of broadcast technology:  What earlier experiences have they had with leisure and instructional television?  What do they do during broadcasts? What techniques do they use to maintain attention? What effect do the on site teacher and broadcast instructor have? What are their preferred instructional methods?  How do broadcasts fit with their learning styles?

Questions for Literature Review.  What correlations exist between leisure television viewing and students’ attention spans, learning styles, and self-regulation? (I have already found reports of relevant studies as well as articles analyzing both instructional and leisure use of television.)  

