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Questions.

1. What effect does industrial hog farming have on water and air quality?

2. What effect does industrial hog farming have on property values?

3. What effect does industrial hog farming have on quality of life for neighbors?

4. What regulations exist to protect the public against the effects of industrial hog farming? 

5. What recourse do citizens have against takeover by industrial hog farming?

6. What problems have other localities had with industrial hog farming?

7. What solutions have other localities found for dealing with industrial hog farming? 

Procedures.

1. Contact Environmental Protection Agency, the Virginia Farm Bureau, and local agencies

2. Do a search at the library and on the Internet

3. Find and analyze state, local, and federal regulations

4. Find environmental lawyers and lobbyists

5. Organize a citizen action group to conduct publicity, water quality inspections, etc.

6. Review zoning legislation

7. Talk to local civic groups, print signs, rabble rouse

8. Produce newsletters and informational flyers

9. Contact media

10. Talk to legislators

Findings.

1. Few environmental safeguards exist in Virginia; those lie mostly in designing zoning ordinances that include local inspections as well as state and federal ones.

2. Industrial hog farming is dangerous to the environment as well as to the future of small farmers.

3. Industrial hog conglomerates such as Smithfield and Carrolls have a history of ignoring penalties imposed for environment violations.

4. Legislators have a history of taking kick backs from the same conglomerates. 

5. The EPA and VA Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) are understaffed and relatively powerless.

6. The only way to get people to listen is to reduce information to sound bites or infographs make sure the information has personal ramifications for everyone—or at least ramifications they can understand and back. 

I was angry when my aging aunt and uncle sold the 18th century Davidson home place to outsiders without giving family members warning or a chance to buy it.  The property adjoined ours, but we didn’t even get the opportunity to buy the half acre of land between us and the creek.  To make matters worse, the Philistines who bought the beautiful old house my family had lived in for over 220 years tore down the original double front porches and stuck up tacky columns that were architecturally preposterous.  After seeing the “lady of the house” and her girlfriends parading in the front yard in antebellum outfits and parasols, I didn’t think I could get angrier. I was wrong. Carrolls Foods crews came in to build four hog houses on the property that would warehouse 500 hogs each and to dig a huge lagoon to hold the raw sewage that these hogs would produce.

That evening our neighbor from across the road, a retired science teacher, brought us a bunch of news articles on Carrolls history of devastation and corruption in North Carolina. That’s when we began researching industrial hog factories.  Within two weeks of realizing what we were up against politically and commercially, my husband, who was an old grass roots organizer, had a meeting at the Buckingham Arts Council publicized. 

We had help from all sorts of people: farmers, teachers, businessmen, realtors, students, scientists, supervisors, employees of the VA Department of Environment Protection, professional environmental lobbyists and lawyers, people who had suffered at the hands of conglomerates in NC, and legislators. We also had a lot of opposition.  By the time we were done, the Buckingham Citizen Action League had gotten zoning passed that effectively restricted the size of hog operations in our county and what could happen to the quality of water and air.  Unfortunately, it was too late to save properties that were next door to the relatively small facilities (yes, 2000 hogs is relatively small) that were grandfathered in.  

This is all true.  I tell this story because it is the most intense research I have ever done.  It was real life research with consequences.  The research helped to minimize the horrible effects of public and private mismanagement and shortsightedness. 

The first approach, the factual one, gives more details. Of course, I am always a sucker for a story, so I prefer the narrative approach.  I think most people do. I can certainly remember a story better than discrete facts.  

