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Independent Study Confirms Effectiveness of National Board Certification®

Expansive Study Shows Students Make Greater Academic Gains When Taught by National Board Certified Teachers®

(Arlington, Va.) - An independent, multi-year study of more than 600,000 student records from students in North Carolina schools has found that children learn more from National Board Certified Teachers (NBCTs).  The scientifically based study, which was funded by the U.S. Department of Education, adds to the growing body of evidence demonstrating that National Board Certification identifies teachers who enhance student achievement.

"Our findings appear to confirm that NBPTS (National Board for Professional Teaching Standards) is in fact succeeding at identifying those teachers who are more effectively producing student learning gains," according to the study "Can Teacher Quality Be Effectively Assessed?" by Dan Goldhaber of the University of Washington and The Urban Institute, and Emily Anthony of The Urban Institute.  The University of Washington released the study today.  It can be viewed at www.crpe.org.

The researchers measured the effectiveness of NBCTs by studying the annual test scores of North Carolina students in grades three, four and five from three academic years: 1996-97, 1997-98 and 1998-99.  Data for the project came from the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction, which has an accountability system that allows researchers to link student and teacher records over time.  Goldhaber and Anthony were able to successfully link more than 600,000 student records in reading and math to individual teachers, thus yielding pre-test and post-test scores.  The study found: 

Teachers who achieve National Board Certification do a measurably better job in the classroom. 

Students of NBCTs improved an average of seven percent more on their year-end math and reading tests than students whose teachers attempted but failed to gain certification. 

This performance differential was most pronounced for younger and lower-income students whose gains were as high as 15 percent.
"This independent research is welcome news and it confirms what we have always known:  National Board Certification is the gold standard in teaching and teachers who earn this distinction are among the most effective teachers in our classrooms today," says NBPTS Board Chair Roy E. Barnes.  "The study provides state and national policymakers with proof that National Board Certification is a smart investment."

National Board Certification is the highest credential in the teaching profession.  A voluntary process established by NBPTS, certification is achieved through a rigorous performance-based assessment that takes between one and three years to complete and measures what accomplished teachers should know and be able to do.  

"At long last, we have clear evidence of how the nation can truly leave no child behind:  National Board Certified Teachers are the way.  Now we need the will and wherewithal to make good on that commitment," says NBPTS President Joseph A. Aguerrebere.  "This study is welcome news to NBPTS as well as the 50 states and more than 500 school districts across the nation that have implemented policies and regulations to recruit, reward and retain National Board Certified Teachers."

The researchers said their study has important public policy implications.  "To begin with, this is the first large-scale student study that appears to confirm the NBPTS assessment process is effectively identifying those teachers who contribute to relatively larger student learning gains.  This finding is important both because it provides some indication of a positive return on the investment in NBPTS, and, on a more fundamental level, it demonstrates that it is actually possible to identify teacher effectiveness through NBPTS-type assessments."

In its continuing effort to measure the impact of National Board Certification and the effects of NBCTs on the quality of teaching and student achievement in America's schools, NBPTS has engaged in an independent, rigorous research agenda.  There have been more than 150 studies, reports and papers commissioned on the value of the National Board Certification process, as well as its standards and assessments.  Findings and results from a number of research studies are expected to be completed in 2004 and 2005. 

###

The National Board for Professional Teaching Standards is an independent, nonprofit, nonpartisan and nongovernmental organization governed by a board of directors, the majority of whom are classroom teachers. Its mission is to establish high and rigorous standards for what accomplished teachers should know and be able to do. For more information about NBPTS, please visit http://www.nbpts.org. 

