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So this way Iwent down from the first circleY
into the second one thatirds less space

	

g	 Pae
3 but much m ro eam--stm m the soul to wailing.p	 gg	 an.g

There stands Minosrotes ueI and he snarls,1g	 q Y	 ,
examininghe guilty at the entrance;g	 g y 

6 he 	 and dispatches, tall in coils.judges

B this I mean that when the evilY soul
appears before him it confesses all,PP	 ,	 ,

9 and he the connoisseurs ur of mortal sin,

knows to whatlace in Hell the soul belongs; on s •P	 ,g
the times he pwra s his tail aroundhimself mself

I2	
•	 tells just how far the sinner must o down.

	

J	 g

The damned keepcrowding up front of him:P	 gp
the ass along to judgment one b one;

15
	YP 	 g J g	 ,Y

the speak, the hear, and then are hurled d below.

	

YP	 Y

Ohou who come where here our host i

	

y	 y	 sain,p
Minos spoke out when he caught ht sight of mep	 ,g g

IB putting aside the duties of his office,p	 g	 ,

"be careful howou enter and whomyou trust:y	 y
it is easyo et in but don't be fooled

	

Y	 g	 ^	 •
21 A	 tcAnd then m i	 ?

	

guide to him. "Why 	 shouting?

	

my 	 Y g.

Do not attemptt o stop his fated journey;p	 p	 J	 Y;
it is so willedi ed there where the power is

^4	 for what '	 "is willed that's all you need to knowY

And now the notes0 of anguish start to la

	

g	 play
P	 Yupon m ears; and now I find myselfY

2, where sounds on soundsou ds of weeping pound at me.p 

CANTO V

osì	 esi del cerchio rimaioC disc p
g `	 o the men loco cin hiaiu nel secondo,

	

iu dolor, the un e a	 .e tanto p	 uaiop g g

` orribilmente e rin hia:Stavvi Minos	 , g
i a le col e ne 1'intrata •essam n	 p	 ,

iudica e man	 gda secondo ch'avvin hia.g 

ehtDico uando 1'anima mal nata9
inanzi tutta si confessali vien d	 ,

1 conoscitor de lee que	 eccatap

loco d'inferno e da essa•vede ual	 ,q
alconnesici coda tante volteg

e radi vuol the iu sia messa.quantunqu g	 g

Sem re dinanzi a lui ne stanno molte.P
v e da ciascuna al iudiziovanno a is n	 g	 ,

no e of son iu volte.dicono e odo p	 g

"	 i doloroso os izio0 to the vien al	 "p
`	 uando mi vide,disse Minos a me 9
'	 di cotanto offiziolasciando 1 atto	 ,

"	 e di cui to ti fide;uarda com entri 	 ,g
''	 ' m iezza de l'intrare!"non t in anni 1 ag	 p

'	 1 ' • "Perche ur ride?E 1 duca mio a ui. P g

Non im edit to suo fatale andare.P
vuolsi cosi cola dove siuoteP

`	 e iu non dimandare."cio the si vuole,p

n o incian le dolenti noteOri 
a farmisi sentire • or son venuto,
1a dove mottoianto mi ercuote.p	p
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sAcsua a o M stw^xtuza	 s1 aP	 sI	 ti	 S	 .	 ^i a^ a IS mD t	 s1u^xltLIa	 aI ..	 .P	 S
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S'7 A O,LNVD ON'd3dNI	 jj



46	 INFERNO CANTO V

L altra e colei the s ancise amorosa, The next is she who killed herself for lovee

de al cener di Sicheoeru	 efe	 ,pp and broke faith with the ashes of Sichaeus,

of e Cleo atras lussuriosa.poi 63 an	 'd there is Cleopatra, atra who loved men's lusting.p	 n g

Elena vediper cui tanto reo See Helen there the root,	 00 of evil woe

tempo i volse e vedi 1 	 rande Achillep os	 g lasting long	 ears and see the great Achilles,g	 g Y	 g	 les ,
fine combatteo.the con amore al f

6 6 who lost his life t o love in final combat,	 ,

illVedi Paris Trista no 	 e	 iu dimep see Paris Tristan"—then,m ore than a thousand

ombre mostrommi a nomino mmi a dito he pointed out to me and named them allP	 ,

am r	 i nostra vita d i artille.ch	 o d	 P
69 those shades whom love cut off from life on earth.

Poscia ch io ebb i 1 mio dottore udito After I heard mY teacher call the names
'nomar le donne antiche e 	 cavaliers of all these knights hts and ladies of ancient timesg	 ,

seta mi	 iunse e fui quasi sm arrito.p	g	 	̂ q
^2 it	 confused m senses and	 wpity	 ,	 I	 as dazed.Y

i riI cominc iai. 	 Poeta volont e I began:	 Poet I would like with all m heartg	 ,	 y	 ,
'	 na rlerei a	 ue due the nsieme van o,p	 q

to speakk to those two herthere who move togetherp	 e	 erg
ai n si al vento esser le 	 Teri."e	 op	 gg " and seem to	 "be so light upon the winds.g	 p

Ede1l i a me: Vedrai 	 uando sarannoq And he: "You'll see when the 	 are closer to us,Y
iu	 resso a nos • a to allor l^	 rie ap	 P	 P	 g if you entreat them b	 that love	 fY	 Y	 o theirs

per	 uello amor the i mena ed ei verranno.p	 q
78 that carries them along, the	 will come toyou:'g	 Y	 Y

i li	 ie aS 1 tosto come it vento a no	 ,Pg When the wind bent ent their course i n our direction
^^	 nnatevoce: 0 anime affamossi la v I raised m	 voice to them,^	 em	 Oh wearied soulsY	 ,	 ,

„
i	 arlar, s altri nol nie a.venue a no p	 g

8^ come speak with us if it	 „be not forbidden."p	 en.

i	 lombe dal disco chiamateual co As doves called b	 desirey	 to return

n om al dolce	 ^di	 zate e fer	 econ 1 al al to their sweet nest, with wings raised hhigh and poised,g	 g	 P	 d ,
r	 toper 1 aere dal voler	 o tove non	 ,g	 P	 p

84 float downward through h the air, guided b	 their will,,g	 g	 y

'la schiera ov e Didocotali uscir de	 , so these two left the flock where Dido is

en	 per 1 aere mall noa not ven	 do p	g and came toward us through the malignant^	 ant air,g	 g
si forte fu 1 affettuoso 	 redo.g such was the tender power of m call.p	 Y

«	 animal	 razioso a bens noOa	 g	 g 0livin	 creature gracious and so kind,g	 , g

the visitando vas per 1 sere	 ersop	p who make our way here through this din 	 airY	 Y	 g	 dingy

i	 mmo it mondo di san ui nonot the t	 neg	 gg
90 to visit us who stained the world with blood,0

se foss e amico it re de 1 universo if we could claim as friend,n	 the Kin of,	 Kings,g	 g ,
re heremmo lui de la tua	 acenot	 ,p	g	 pace, we would beseech him that he 	 rant	 peaceyoug	 Y	 p

of c has	 ie to del nostro mal	 erverso.poi 	 p
for pitying this atrociousp Y	 g	 o s plight of ours.p
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48	 INFERNO

he arlar vi lace,' uel the udire e c	 pD^	 p9
unot o e arleremo a voi,direm p

'	 come fa ci tace.mentre the 1 vento,	 ,

Siede la terra dove nata fui

	

'	 discende' a dove 1 Posu la marin
 se uaci sui.per aver ace co gp	p

'	 'a rende,r entil ratto s

	

r ch a1 co	 ppAmo ,	 g
ostui de personala bellaprese c	 p

	

'	 'offende.a• e 1 modo ancor mi fu toltthem	 ,

'	 ar erdonaa nullo amato ammor, ch	 pA	 ,
iacer si forte,' rese del costuimi	 pp

me vedi ancor non m'abbandona.the co	 ,

se not ad una morte.Amor condus
i s ense?'ttende chi a vita cCaino a	 P

s e parole da for ci fuor orte.ue t

	

	 pp

' '

	

	 ' me offense,e i quell' aninand io int s q
' '	 it tenni bassochina it viso, a tanto	 ,

'	 ense?"is e: Cheto mid sin the 1 oe	 pfin

' iai: "Oh lasso

	

ndo ris uosi	 inc	 ,ua	 p , com
anto discouanti dolci ens^er, u9

	

p	 q
oro al doloroso asso!"meno cost	 p

e aria' io,' rivolsi a ToroPoi mi	 p

	

"	 tuoi martinie cominciai: Francesca, i

	

ar mi fanno tristo a	 .a la rim	 iopg

'' dolci sos iri,tempo d i

	

dimmi. al	 pMa	 p
concedette amorea the e come

t	 osceste i dubbiosi disiri?"he con

	

"	 for doloreuella a me: Nessun maE	 gg9
rehct	 ordarsi del tem o felicep

	

''	 ' tuo dottore.ne la miseria; e cio sa 1

'prima radiceconoscer la rMasa	 p
to affettoo amor to hai cotan	 ,del nostr

ian e e dice.come colui thediro c	 p g

CANTO V

What ve erleases you to hear orp	 Y	 speakp
we will hear and we will ps eak about withyou

6	 y9	 as long the wind, here where here we are, is silent.

Thelace where I was

	

p	 born lies on the shore
where the river Po with itsta tendant streams

99 descends to seek its final restingace.gP

Loveuick to kindle in the entle

	

9	 heartg
seized this one for the beauty of m body,Y	 y	 y,

102 torn from me.

	

How it happened	 ^ed still offends ends me.P

Love, that excuses no one loved from loving,
seized me so strongly 1 with delight ig Y	 n himgIos that asou see he never leavesY	 m side.Y

Love led ussrstraight to sudden death together.erg	 .g
Cain awaits

IOa
is the one who quenched our lives.q

These wereht e words that came from them to us.

When those offended souls had told their story,
I bowed m head and bowed untilY p

III	
"Whatthe poet said, 	 are you	 ?p	 ^	 thinking of.Y g

When finally I spoke, I sighed, AlY p	 as,
all those sweet thoughts, and oh howg	 much desiring

I ` 4	 brought	 »these two down own into this agony."g Y

And then I turned to them and tried to speak;P
I"said "Francesca, the torment thatou sufferYII,	 brings painful tears of it to

	

g p	 m eyes.pity	 y Y

But tell me,e n that time ofour	 gsweet sighingY
how, and b what signs, did loveY	 allowyoug Y

120	 to re	 "recognize our dubious desires?"

	

g	 y	 esires.

And she tome: "There There is no greater pain
than to remember, in ourresent reef,P	 g ,

123	 past happinesss as well our	 ^p	 p	 teacherP	 knows)!Y

But ifour neat desire i s

	

Y	 to learng

	

the very 	 of such a love as

	

Y	 ours
126 I shall tell you, but m words of flowing owin tears.g
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5150	 INFERNO

iorno per dilettoNoi le iavamo ungg g	 P
di Lancialotto come amor to strinse,

X29

e sanza alcun sos	 .soli eravam	 ettoo	 p

Per i''	 t li occhi ci sos inseu fia e PP
olorocci it visouella lettura, a sc	 ,q ^3z
fu uel the ci vine.ma solo un untoP	 q

eloduan	 emmo it disiato risogg
esser basciato da cotanto amante,

13Sme non fia diviso ,ti the mal daques ,

la bocca mi bascio tutto tremante.

Galeotto fu '1 libro e chi to scrisse:
„	 138

uel iu non vi le emmo avante.q	 iornog p	 gg

'	 irto uesto disse,entre the 1 uno sM	 p q
'	 he di ietade1 altro ian ea; si c Pp g ,
io venni men cost com io morisse.

E caddi come corpo morto Cade.

CANTO V

One day 	 read to ass the tiy	 p	 me away,Y
of Lancelot of how he fell in love
we were alone and i	 129innocent of suspicion.P

Time and again our eyes were brought togethererg	 y g	 g
b the book we read our facesY	 flushed andaled.P
To the moment 	 Znt of one line	 3alone we yielded:Y

We read theassa e	 longed-for those 1p	 eon ed for lipsg	 g P
{	 were beingissed b such a famous lover,g	 Y	 ,
s	 and this onewh	 Io shall never 1	 35eave m sideY

then kissed m mouth and d trembledy	 as he did.
a	 Our Galehot was that book and he who wrote it.

That da w r	 ^r	 e read no further.	 3All the while le	 8
4

the one of the two spirits spoke these .wordsP	 P	 ,
the other wet 'm such a wayhat pityp, Y	 py
blurred m	 ,senses, I swooned as thou	 4Y	 to die

and fell to Hell4	 s floor as a body, dead falls.:
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