OR 670/SYST 670/OR 750 Project:

You could work in a group of up to 3 or individually. Due date: Submit along with your final exam. Both email and paper copies accepted. Here are 3 options to choose from.
Option 1: For those getting into research mode, it will be a good practice to learn to browse e-journals and write technical reports.

Review a few latest journal publications on any aspect of Metaheuristics, new search methods, hybrid and parallel metaheuristics etc. Prepare a short (2-5 pages) literature review term paper. The term paper should be of journal format with title, author, abstract, text, conclusions and references. You could access e journals on GMU library. Particularly you may access INFORMS www.informs.org publications through GMU library.
Option 2: For those who want to apply heuristics in the real world, your work place could be the best choice.
If you have an optimization problem at your work place where heuristics can be applied, then describe the problem, your heuristics formulation and analysis approach. You may or may not solve the problem or you may solve a small-scale problem. Please make sure that you do not include any proprietary information regarding your firm in the report. Again 3-5 page report is sufficient.
Option 3: For those interested in computing and want to code then pick up a heuristic to code using the language that you know. For example code, simulated annealing, or profile fitting or FFLL, Tabu etc…for an example solved in the class.
Option 4. Choose problems from the exercises in text and solve any 5. Ensure that they use different heuristics. 
