Name __________________________    Date__________

Block __________________________


Dichotomous Key

A dichotomous key is a way of organizing and classifying information.  It is a series of questions, each with 2 possible answers, sometimes just yes and no.  When using a dichotomous key to identify things, each question narrows down the possibilities until the item is identified.  In this exercise, you will create a dichotomous key using known hand samples of the following rocks:

gneiss

schist

anthracite
quartzite

phyllite
hornfels
slate
marble


  1. Foliated?


Yes 
No

2. Dull with slaty rock cleavage?
2a. Reacts with acid? 

  Yes


Yes


  No


No

3. Fine grained, glossy?

3a. Shiny Black, concoidal fracture

  Yes 


Yes 

  No


No

4. Medium to coarse grain

4a. Grain Size

  Scaly foliation 


Medium to coarse 

  Compositional banding


Fine, dark

Once your key is complete, proceed to the unknown samples, 1-8.  Using your key as a guide, identify the samples.

1. ___________________

2. ___________________

3. ___________________

4. ___________________

5. ___________________

6. ___________________

7. ___________________

8. ___________________







