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“Stories of Gender and Human Rights” Student Survey
(survey size = 33)

Key: top bar to bottom bar:

strongly Agree

Weakly Agree
Weakly Disagree
Strongly Disagree

Not Applicable

Atthe beginning of the course | felt comfortable talking honestlyin
class about my reactions to the stories that we read and viewedin
dlass, even given the sensitive nature of the material studied

Bythe time the course was ending, | felt more comfortable talking
honestlyin class about my reactions to the stories that we read and
viewedin class, even given the sensitive nature of the material
studied
1had problems processing the disturbing imagery, readings, and
discussions. For example, | had nightmares, had to talkto others
outside of dlass, had to distance myselffrom the material, tried not
tothink about the information.

The different forms of the narratives affected my opinions of
humanrights violations against women and girls. | foundthat the
novels “spoke to me” more and were the most powerfulin general

The different forms of the narratives affected my opinions of
humanrights violations against women and girls. | foundthat the
memoirs “spoke to me” more and were the most powerfulin
general

The different forms of the narratives affected my opinions of
humanrights violations against women and girls. | foundthat the
films “spoke to me” more and were the most powerful in general,

Ifelt that | could move back and forth from the literary, visual, and

memoir representation of these human rights violations to the
“reality” of a given violation,

The course texts and the “real world” inform each other.

Ifound myself becoming more aware outside of class of the " 29
existence of human rights violations though various media (for
example, written, radio, or television news or on the Interet)

ooo

Asa female, | felt that my reactions to and understanding of these
depictions ofthe violated female body affectedme particularly
intimately and personally

Asa mother or a father, | feelthat my reactions to and
understanding of the depictions of the violation of girls affectedme
particularly intimately and personally.
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Not Applicable

As gay, leshian, bisexual, or transgender, 1 was able to see
the connections between these human rights violations.
againstwomen and girls and those against the LGBT
community worldwide.

As astraight male, | felt angry about the accusations against
men and patriarchal society.

Ibelieve that there s a potential re-objectification or re-
victimization of women in “staged and constructed” stories
of victimhood that are used to make people react
emotionally.

1felt emotionally manipulated by our texts.

Ifeel that the telling of these stories of victimization can
bestow some level of “agency” (power and ability to act, to
“own” oné’s life) on the storyteller.

Ifeel a sense of guilt or “complicity” becausel did not react
both intellectually and especially emotionally to at least
some of these narratives.

Ifeel guilty becausel did not know much about, or I did not
pay much attention to, these human rights violations prior
to studying them.

1now see myself as more likely to become an activist in
someway to help better the cause of violated women and
girls. [Activism can include donating money and/or time,
continuing your studies in other undergraduate courses...

1now see myself more likely to become an activistin some
way to work againstall human rights violations.
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Key: top bar to bottom bar:
Very Powerful
Somewhat Powerful

slightly Powerful
Notatall Powerful

Parrotand Cummings, Forsaken Female; Se—14

(textbook) 0 8

Edwige Danticat, Breath, Eyes, Memory
Deepa Mehta, Water

Alice Walker, Possessing the Secret of loy
Manish Jha, A Nation without Women

Hora Okja Keller, Comfort Woman

Mende Nazer, Slave: My True Story
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Patricia McCormick, Sold
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Souad, Burned Alive 1

Somaly Mam, The Road of LostInnocence 3
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