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COURSE DESCRIPTION





	Gabrielle Roy (1909-84) is considered to be one of the most widely read and admired novelists and short story writers of Québec and French-speaking Canada--equally popular in her original French and in English translations.  This combined advanced undergraduate and graduate course consists of an in-depth study of seven of Roy’s novels and collections of short stories, with references to her three additional major works, her early short stories and journalistic writings, her essays, her children’s stories, her autobiography, several of her recently posthumously published texts, and a recent flurry of publishing activity of her correspondence.  These works are wonderfully accessible to readers of all ages and backgrounds, since they speak to issues such as gender, mothers and daughters, families, love, relationships, spirituality, immigration and immigrants, poverty, urbanization, war, work, nature, native peoples, childhood, aging, communication, artistic lives, and the power of language.   A francophone native of Manitoba, Canada, Roy lived in France and settled first in Montréal and finally in Québec City and Charlevoix where she wrote most of her works.  These texts and the issues that they raise will be taught in the broad context of Québec and Canada from 1945-1984, along with important aspects of her life, based on a revealing biography.  They will also be enhanced by selections from a feature-length film of her first and groundbreaking novel, a short film based on one of her short stories, and two made-for television films on her life.  The course will be taught in French, with all of the readings in French--in French that is beautifully and simply expressed.  Students are expected to participate fully in class discussions and in individual class presentations.  Distinctions between the required work for undergraduate and graduate students will be made clear below and in class.

















REQUIRED TEXTS





Roy, Gabrielle.  Bonheur d’occasion.  Montréal:  Boréal (Collection Boréal Compact # 50), 1993.  ISBN # 9782890525757 (15386) 2890525759





---.  Alexandre Chenevert.  Montréal:  Boréal (Collection Boréal Compact # 62), 1995. ISBN # 9782890526884 (30522) 2890526887





---.  Rue Deschambault.  Montréal:  Boréal (Collection Boréal Compact # 46), 1993. ISBN # 9782890525771 (174864) 2890525775





---.  La Route d’Altamont.  Montréal:  Boréal (Collection Boréal Compact # 47), 1993. ISBN # 9782890525726 (126153) 2890525724





---.  La Rivière sans repos.  Montréal:  Boréal (Collection Boréal Compact # 63), 1995. ISBN # 9782890526891 (30524) 2890526895





---.  Un Jardin au bout du monde.  Montréal:  Boréal (Collection Boréal Compact # 54), 1994. ISBN # 9782890525955 (118802) 2890525953





---.  Ces Enfants de ma vie.  Montréal:  Boréal (Collection Boréal Compact # 49), 1993.  ISBN # 9782890525740 (123762) 2890525740





Any additional materials will be available as photocopies.





In addition, we shall be watching the following films in class:





Bonheur d'occasion (en partie).  Dir. Claude Fournier. VHS.  National Film Board of 


	Canada/Office national du film du Canada. Rose Films/Imavision, 1984.





Le Vieillard et l'enfant.  Dir. Claude Grenier. VHS. National Film Board of Canada/Office 


	national du film du Canada, 1994. 





Le Monde de Gabrielle Roy.  Dir. Robert Guy Scully. VHS. TéléQuébec, 1998.





Gabrielle Roy.  Dir. Léah Pool.  VHS.  Buffalo Gal Pictures/Les Productions de 


l'Impatiente.  Film Option and Multi Media Group, 1998.





COURSE POLICIES AND EXPECTATIONS





Attendance and Participation:  Much of the value that you will receive from this course will come from both your course readings and viewings and from your interactions with others. Your attendance and participation, therefore, are extremely important to the class and your learning process.  Do not miss class!





Assignments:  You are expected to complete all assignments on the assigned due date.  No late assignments will be accepted.  If you are having difficulties completing an assignment, contact me in advance. 





Honor Code:  As a student in this class, you are to follow the provisions of the GMU Honor Code for all work submitted for a grade.





Plagiarism:  Plagiarism means using the exact words, opinions, or factual information from another person without giving the person credit.  Writers give credit through accepted documentation styles, such as parenthetical citation, footnotes, or endnotes.  Paraphrased material must also be cited, using MLA or APA format (i.e. for this class, MLA format is required).  A simple listing of books or articles is not sufficient.  Plagiarism is the equivalent of intellectual robbery and cannot be tolerated in the academic setting.  If you have any doubts about what constitutes plagiarism, please see me.  





E-Mail Accounts:  It is important to have and use an e-mail account.  According to guidelines established by the University, each student is to access and use her/his GMU e-mail account when corresponding with the professor and with other students in a given course.  Although written assignments are to be handed in both digital form and as a hard copy, e-mail accounts will allow each of you to be in touch with me and with the others regarding assignments, questions, and discussions.





PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING DATES





11 September:  Last day to drop with no tuition liability


11 September:  Last day to add classes


28 September:  Last day to drop classes





REQUIREMENTS FOR FINAL GRADE 





Class preparation and participation; Reading Quizzes (20%)





          In an interactive and participatory seminar, you will be learning not only from the texts, films, and from me, but also from your peers, each of whom will be bringing an individual perspective to the texts to be studied.  We shall all benefit from such lively class discussions.  Using your GMU e-mail account, you may also want to comment further (or even initially) upon some of the texts that we shall be discussing in class, as well as upon related issues.  In addition, I'll be giving pre-announced reading quizzes throughout the semester.  The purpose of these quizzes is to make sure that you are keeping up with the reading and are understanding the novels, short stories, and films.  The format will vary from short-answer questions to brief in-class writing.





	In addition, each graduate student will, at times, serve as a facilitator for a small discussion group of undergraduate students.  Such "recitation sections" will give undergraduate students the opportunity perhaps to speak more easily in a small group of peers and will allow graduate students the chance to gain some experience in teaching and facilitating class discussions.





Oral presentation/exposé/analysis of texts (20%)





	Each of you will be assigned a passage from a text by Gabrielle Roy to study on your own and then to present to the class.  We shall also be analyzing the novels and short stories together as a class so that you will have a good idea of what constitutes a good textual analysis.  Although there are many critical works devoted to these texts, you are expected to interpret the assigned passages on your own, with your own ideas, emotions, and justifications.  Remember that all literature (and indeed all art and all "constructed works") has multiple interpretations, but that you must justify yours with “proof” from the text itself!  The number of presentations per student during the semester will depend upon the final number of students registered for the course.





Written Assignments (40%)





Two Written papers for Undergraduate Students (20% for each) and One Research Paper and Presentation for Graduate Students (10% for presentation; 30% for paper):





	Undergraduate students will be required to write two papers (in French), each of a minimum of 7 pages in length.  The first paper, due on 16 October and worth 20%, will address one aspect of either Bonheur d'occasion or Alexandre Chenevert--or a comparative focus on these two novels.  No outside research is necessary for this paper, but you must justify your comments and analysis with citations from the novel(s) and/or with paraphrasing (still cited).  The second paper, due on the last day of class, 4 December, worth another 20%, and also of a minimum of 7 pages in length, will focus on an aspect/theme present in one or more of the remaining texts by Roy that we shall have been studying.  You will need approximately five outside critical sources for this second paper.





	Graduate students will be required to write one final research paper (in French), of a minimum of 20 pages in length and worth 30% of your final grade.  You should choose your topic early in the semester so that you will have enough time to complete the research and writing.  The paper will be due the last day of class, 4 December.  It must be based on both your own analysis of a topic related to one or more of the texts by Roy--either that we shall have read or that we were not able to cover in the course--and outside research (with at least 8-10 outside sources).  In addition to the submission of the written paper, graduate students will present their topic to the rest of the students during the last class period (10% of your final grade).  Your presentation must be "rehearsed" in advance so that you can easily stay within your allotted time frame--to be determined, dependent upon the final number of graduate students in the class.





You are all required to discuss your possible topics with me in advance so that I can be of more help to you as you research and write these papers.  All papers must be written in French and free of grammatical and stylistic errors.  It must be typed, with a 10-12 point font, with 1 inch margins all around, and with numbered pages.  You must follow MLA format for quotations, references, and Works Cited.





Attached to this syllabus is a copy of a selected critical bibliography on Gabrielle Roy which you may use as the basis for your outside research.  This bibliography consists primarily of monographs, so you will still have to locate articles on your own.  It also contains a listing of the major works by Roy so that graduate students can choose texts other than those which we'll be discussing in class, if so desired.








Final Assessment   (20%)





	There will be a three-hour final assessment that will consist of the viewing of an 80 minute film (in French) on the life and works of Gabrielle Roy, followed by a single essay question that will relate the film to the works that we shall have studied and discussed in class throughout the semester.  The date of the final examination is Tuesday 4 December 2007 from 4:30 until 7:15 p.m.





SCHEDULE OF CLASSES AND ASSIGNMENTS





août





mardi le 28                      Bienvenus au cours


                                        Le Québec et le Canada:  L'Histoire, la politique, la société, le 


			     peuple, le langage, la littérature  et la culture





septembre





mardi le 4                        Gabrielle Roy:  sa vie et son oeuvre


                                        Bonheur d’occasion (chapitres  1 - 5)


			    	(et quelques sélections du film)





mardi le 11                      Bonheur d’occasion (chapitres 6 - 19)


 (et quelques sélections du film)





mardi le 18                      Bonheur d’occasion (chapitres 19 - 32)


  (et quelques sélections du film)





mardi le 25                      Alexandre Chenevert (la première partie)





octobre





mardi le 2                       Alexandre Chenevert (les 2ème et 3ème parties)





mardi le 9                       Columbus Day





mardi le 16                     Rue Deschambault    


				[La première critique des étudiants "undergraduates"]





mardi le 23                     Rue Deschambault





mardi le 30                     La Route d’Altamont  





novembre





mardi le 6                       La Route d’Altamont (et le film, "Le Vieillard et l'enfant")





mardi le 13                     La Rivière sans repos (le roman)





mardi le 20                     Un Jardin au bout du monde





mardi le 27                     Ces Enfants de ma vie





décembre





mardi le 4                       Ces Enfants de ma vie (et un film court sur la vie de Roy au


 Manitoba comme enseignante)


[la deuxième critique des étudiants "undergraduates" et


la "grande critique" des etudiants "graduates"]





mardi le 11                     L’Examen final  (4:10 - 7:15):  le film de Léah Pool


