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PARIS
IN THE SPRINGTIME
SPRING SEMESTER 2006
· Have you completed French 101, 102, 201, or more?

· Have you just had French in high school or already know some French?
· Would you like to study in Paris and take courses in English?
· Are you considering or have you declared French as a major or minor?

· Do you want to fulfill general education requirements?

· Are you interested in Study Abroad as experiential learning?
· Are you interested in global and/or interdisciplinary issues?

· Do you want to pursue independent study and research in Paris at the advanced undergraduate/graduate level?
Tentative Dates:  Spring 2006








               February 7 – May 22, 2006 







Credit: 12-15 undergraduate credits. Graduate credit on an individual basis. 

Resident Faculty Director: Dr. Paula Ruth Gilbert, Department of Modern and Classical Languages/Women's Studies 

George Mason University (pgilbert@gmu.edu).
Description: Become a Global Citizen by studying in Paris! One of the largest and most beautiful metropolitan centers in the world, Paris for centuries has been considered the capital of European learning and culture.  With its historical roots, rich cultural diversity, magnificent monuments and architecture, romantic boulevards, quaint cafés and sumptuous cuisine, and some of the most famous museums in the world, Paris offers an unequaled opportunity for an exciting, challenging, and educational semester abroad.

If you are interested in art, music, history, art history, global affairs, French and European literature, or the French language, you will find the Paris Semester program especially enriching.  You will attend classes in Reid Hall, a University of Delaware facility; all classes will be taught by local French faculty and Professor Gilbert.  Lectures will be supplemented by visits to many of the region’s best-known attractions, including two weekend excursions. Other than French-language courses, all courses will be taught in English.  Available courses are listed on the reverse of this flyer. 
The program fee includes: GMU tuition for 12-15 resident credits, accommodation in private Parisian homes (bedding, linens, daily breakfast and weekday dinners provided), program-related on-site transportation, program-sponsored excursions and activities, metro pass, course-related costs, an International Student Identity Card, limited travel insurance, a pre-departure orientation, and a travel guidebook. The fee does not include international airfare, books, additional meals, personal expenses, or mandatory medical insurance.

Estimated Cost: $10,600. All participants are required to have medical insurance that covers them while abroad. Financial aid may apply.  Please visit the Financial Aid Office of your home university.  Scholarship assistance is also available.
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Eligibility: The program is open to GMU and non-GMU students regardless of major or academic affiliation. Applicants must be at least second-semester Sophomores and hold a minimum 2.5 cumulative GPA.  It is preferable that students have recently completed three years of high school French, French 201 or equivalent.  An interview with the Faculty Director is required for admission.  Level of French language competence is flexible, however, and students wishing to focus more on courses in English are encouraged to discuss their program with the Faculty Director.  

Application process and deadline: Applications are due by October 3, 2005.  Application procedures and an online application form are available on our website. 

For more information and updates, please visit our website or contact us at:  

Center for Global Education, George Mason University

Johnson Center Room 235, MS 2B8
Contact:  Carolyn Baum, Program Officer, E-mail: cbaum@gmu.edu
Tel: (703) 993-2154  Web: http://globaled.gmu.edu.  
GMU reserves the right to make any necessary changes, including adjustments in cost, in the event that unforeseen circumstances arise.
GMU STUDENTS CAN RECEIVE GMU CREDIT FOR THE FOLLOWING COURSES TAUGHT IN PARIS

  NON-GMU STUDENTS SHOULD CHECK WITH THEIR OWN UNIVERSITIES FOR TRANSFER CREDIT
COURSES TAUGHT IN FRENCH

FREN 202: Intermediate French II (3 cr.)
Review of grammar, continued practice in speaking and writing, reading texts of average difficulty.
Prerequisite: FREN 201 or equivalent
FREN 310: Oral Proficiency in French (3 cr.)

Practical use of French by means of oral reports and discussions. Emphasis on improvement of basic conversational skills with some written work required for reinforcement. Grammar review as necessary.

FREN 352:  French Composition (3 cr.)

Focus on an increase of students' fluency and vocabulary. Grammar review concentrating on special problems.

COURSES TAUGHT IN ENGLISH

FREN 325: French Literature in Translation--Crime and Literature (3 cr.)

Study of short stories and novels from the 19th and 20th centuries that emphasizes the ways in which murderers consider and face their own acts.   English majors may apply this course toward their concentration in Contemporary World Literature.
FRLN 330: Topics in World Literature--Nineteenth-Century Paris/HIST 388: Topics in European History--Nineteenth-Century Paris/ENG 360:  Special Topics--Nineteenth-Century Paris (3 cr.) (taught by Dr. Gilbert)
An interdisciplinary course that studies Paris through the lenses of novels, poetry, history, urban planning and development, architecture, the visual arts, music, and photography.  Walking tours of Paris and site visits included.  
FRLN 431:  Medieval Intellectual Topics/ENGL 431: Medieval Literature and Culture (3 cr.) 

Study of selected topics in medieval literature (romance, Chaucer's contemporaries, drama). Texts read in English translations. Emphasis on medieval culture as a European phenomenon. Variable content. 
HIST 388: Topics in European History--Modern European History (3 cr.)
A reflection of developments in modern European history from the Second World War to the present. Emphasis on political, social, cultural, and economic patterns of the period, complemented by visits to museums and appropriate historic sites.  
ARTH 360 or 399: Undergraduate Seminar in the History of Art: Impressionism and Post Impressionism (3 cr.) 
Focus on the work and careers of Manet, Degas, Monet, Renoir, Cézanne, Van Gogh, Gauguin, and their colleagues. Weekly visits to the great 19th-century art collections of Paris:  Musée d'Orsay, Marmottan, and Monet's house and gardens in Giverny. 
ARTH 362 or 399: Issues in Contemporary Art:  Photography and Art in the 20th Century (3 cr.) 
Examination of current issues of content and form; developments in technology; social, political, and cultural issues affecting modern and contemporary visual art, artists, and photographers.  
MUSC 497: French Musical Culture (3 cr.) 
Exploration of the contributions of French culture to the history of Western music from the Troubadours of the middle ages to the music of contemporary French composers and musicians. A special focus on some of the major trends in music written and performed in Paris from the Middle Ages through the 20th century by composers such as Leonin, Lully, Berlioz, Chopin, Bizet, Debussy, and Stravinsky, as well as on the musical institutions that have made Paris a world capital of music. Visits to relevant sites (Versailles, Notre Dame, and others) and attendance at several performances in various venues.      
Pre-departure orientation will be required.  For those needing to "jump-start" or improve their skills in French, A VARIETY OF pre-departure language training OPTIONS will be available at an added cost.
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