“The purpose of foreign policy is to influence the policies and actions of other nations in a way that serves your interests and values.  The tools available include everything from kind words to cruise missiles. Mixing them properly and with sufficient patience is the art of diplomacy.”                         Madeleine Albright, former Secretary of State

COURSE SYLLABUS

DIPLOMACY
GOVT 342 –Fall 2007

Instructor:

Joseph F. Becelia: jbecelia@gmu.edu
Office and Office Hours:
Robinson A, 407A

Tues. and Thurs.  9-10:15 a.m.

Teaching Assistant:

Matthew Thornburg: mthornb1@gmu.edu

Reading List

Berridge, G.R.           
Diplomacy: Theory and Practice, third edition – The history, mechanisms, and methods of diplomacy.

Freeman, Chas.
Arts of Power: Statecraft and Diplomacy -  Discusses diplomacy as an instrument of state power and a reflection
 of national interests.

Other readings are assigned. See class schedule that follows.

 Students must also keep well informed of current international affairs, which will serve as background for class discussions and exercises and be included in tests.

Your attention is called to the following valuable resources:

1). GMU’s Writing Center (http://writingcenter.gmu.edu), 

      for anyone seeking to improve drafting skills.

2). www.refdesk.com, a one-page gateway to hundreds of research tools, including

     U.S. and international media outlets, government sites and other sources

     helpful in this course.

Students With Disabilities. If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodation, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at (703) 993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.
INTRODUCTION


This course is designed to familiarize students with the craft of international diplomacy and the role played by diplomats in advancing their governments’ objectives.  As used here, the term “diplomats” is a broad one, encompassing heads of government and other high-ranking officials as well as professional diplomats working in foreign ministries and embassies abroad.


Diplomacy and foreign policy are not synonymous, but they are closely linked.  Accordingly, the course includes segments on foreign-policy making and the forces that drive it, as well as on the practice of diplomacy.  Emphasis, in both areas will be on the practical level--the way policy is carried out and the roles of individuals and institutions that perform this function. In this context, students will conduct simulations of real-life situations of the kind that challenge diplomats and policy makers.  Similarly, the required paper for the course is geared to the hands-on functions of diplomacy (see below).


In addition to increasing understanding of foreign policy making and implementation as outlined above, the course is intended to sharpen skills in drafting, oral presentation, and critical thinking--all key components of the practice of diplomacy.

TESTS, ASSIGNMENTS, ATTENDANCE, AND GRADES  


There will be two preliminary tests (see schedule attached) and a final exam. Make-up tests will not be given. Students will also prepare and submit a paper in the form of a telegram from a diplomatic post containing analysis and policy recommendations.  The paper will be four to five pages, double-spaced, with emphasis on clear, concise drafting, quality of analysis, and strength of advocacy.  Topic and detailed guidance will be provided later.


The course work puts a premium on class participation, which counts for ten percent of final grades. Class participation includes volunteering for the role-play exercises, taking an active part in class discussions, and answering questions posed to the class. University policy stipulates that students are expected to attend classes in courses for which they are registered and authorizes instructors to use absence as de facto evidence of non-class participation. 

           The final exam counts for 30 percent of the final grade.  The two preliminary tests and the assigned paper will be worth 20 percent each. Papers and tests will be graded by numerical percent, with the cumulative total converted to a final letter grade as follows:

100-93 A

92-90 A-                                 

89-87 B+

86-83 B

82-80 B-

79-77 C+

76-70 C

69-60 D

59 and below

F

KEYS TO SUCCESS IN THIS COURSE

· Completion and understanding of assigned readings.

· Attendance at all classes.  Tests will focus on material presented in class.

· Awareness of current events.

· Careful attention to grammar, spelling, and clarity of presentation in all written work, especially that prepared outside of class.

· A readiness to answer questions--and when necessary ask them--and to volunteer comments or opinion in class.

TO BE AVOIDED

Eating in class.

HONOR CODE POLICY

The Honor Code Policy endorsed by the members of the Department of Public and International affairs relative to the types of academic work indicated below is set out in the appropriate paragraphs.

1. Quizzes, tests, and examinations.  No help may be given or received by students when taking quizzes, tests, or examinations, whatever the type or wherever taken, unless the instructor specifically permits deviation from this standard.

2. Course Requirements: All work submitted to fulfill course requirements is to be solely the product of the individual(s) whose name(s) appears on it.  Except with permission of the instructor, no recourse is to be had to projects, papers, lab reports or any other written work previously prepared by another student, and except with permission of the instructor no paper or work of any type submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements of another course may be used a second time to satisfy a requirement of any course in the Department of Public and International Affairs.  No assistance is to be obtained from commercial organizations that sell or lease research help or written papers.  With respect to all written work, as appropriate, proper attribution is required. 

Note the clear policy stated above on test-taking and against plagiarism.  This policy will be strictly enforced.  The instructor reserves the right to employ “Turnitin” or other plagiarism-detecting systems.
COURSE SCHEDULE AND REQUIRED READINGS

(SUBJECT TO CHANGE)

1) August 28

Introduction and overview.

2) August 30 

Relations among states in an anarchic world.

Freeman 3-5 and Art/Jervis “Anarchy and its                      Consequences,” which is on electronic reserve. 
         
.  Password: “ diplomacy.”

3) September 4
National interests and national power. Freeman 9-21

4) September 6
Purpose and structure of diplomacy




Freeman 93-104

5) September 11
Origin and history of diplomacy.




Berridge 1-3 and 108-115

6) September 13
Legal framework of diplomacy: The Vienna Convention

Berridge 115-119 and http://fletcher.tufts.edu/multi/texts/BH408.txt or type Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations into search engine. Print out and bring to class.

7) September 18
Multilateral and other modes of diplomacy.




Berridge 151-158, 174-180 and 194-197

8) September 20
Negotiations. Berridge 27-44 and Freeman 87-92

9) September 25
TEST


10) September 27
How an embassy functions. Berridge 119-130




and “Diplomacy at Work: A U.S. Embassy” at 




http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/c6177.htm

11) October 2

Diplomatic reporting and analysis.




Freeman 125-128 and handout

12) October 4

Role-play exercise: An embassy under threat

13) October 11
Role of embassies in the policy process.




Video. Freeman 107-123

14) October 16
  Making foreign policy: The players




“American Foreign Policy” pp. 244-266,




on electronic reserve. Password “diplomacy.”

15) October 18
Making foreign policy: The complications

Berridge, 5-19

16) October 23
Role-play exercise: The Inter-Agency Process I



                        “Inside the Committee That Runs the World,” Foreign                  

                                     Policy, Mar/April 2005, pp 30-40  

17) October 25
Role-play exercise: The Inter-Agency process II




PAPER DUE
18) October 30
Diplomacy on the brink: The Cuba Missile Crisis I 


www.jfklibrary.org/jfkl/cmc/cmc_intro.html.  Read


introduction and daily chronology (click “Next Page” for 


each day).

19) November 1
Diplomacy on the brink: The Cuba Missile Crisis II



See reading above.  Specific sections will be assigned.

20) November 6
The Shadowy Side of Diplomacy. Freeman 23-31

21)  November 8
TEST
22) November 13           Diplomacy in a unipolar world. 

                                      http://www.whitehouse.gov/nsc/nss/2006,

                                      Read overview and sections II and V

23) November 15
When diplomacy is not enough: use of force. Freeman 61-68



24) November 20
“”No greater challenge...” The case of Iran. “The Riddle of Iran” 




and “The Revolution Strikes Back” both in Economist 




July 21, 2007
25) November 27
Role-play exercise: Nuclear Crisis I - “Will Iran Be Next?”                



Atlantic Monthly, December 2004

26) November 29      
Role-play exercise: Nuclear Crisis II

27) December 
4
 Beyond sound bites: Critical thinking about foreign policy.   .



 Reading to be assigned.
28)  December 6
Discussion and review.

