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511 traffic phone lines
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Safe-driving advocates are criti-
cizing the spread of 511 ndffic
information . systems, saying they
‘rerease the sk thar an fnattentive
didver will have anacdident.
| The Federal Higleeay Admini-

steation is promoting a stare-based
program I which duvers calling

_ technolugy
Safed 'tgﬁnﬁhwtﬁ&%ﬁm 1o
getreaktimme gralicin-
tormation and aveid delays caused
by accidents, weather or other
factors. -

In 2000, the Federdl Comimuni-
cations Commission designared
511 asthe single travel informati
telephone namber 1o be made
vailable o states and local juris-
dictions. In- December, louisiana
became the 28th state to imple-
| ment the svsteny, which is acee

sible 1. 36% of the US. prpddation.

Theough the wraffic infor
service is dse avalable
some safety advecates seg;:h‘ 2
will micst lkely use the pliohe se
vice while driving, “The bizgestirp-
1y about calling the nat
while driving is thar the major

joricyof
5 i the course of calling to check
teatfic, deivers will crash and canise
more I s, says Lisa Lew-
| s exeeutive director of the Wash-
ington, DC-based Partnership for

311 can wse veige-recogaition
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s
4
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traffic delays are caused by crashes,

may raise crash risk

Tﬁe_héglwmy administration has
defended the program and cites
numerous state-based 51F web-
sives that warn motorists notouse
the service while ditving, 4n agen-
€y spokeswornat said raveders are
urged o use 511 before their mips.
Diver nartention 15 o factor In

pearly 806 of crashes and 853 of

near-crashes, according oo a stody
last year by the National Highweay
Tralhc Safety Administration and
the Virgiena Tech Transportation In-
stitufe. The stady also revealed that
celiphone useds one of the primary

‘canses of driver inattention.

The tratfic safety agency’s policy
using cellphones while CEGW
t “callphong vse can dis-
tract devers . ., . risking harm to
themsebres and @Lﬁm%mh high-
way safety agencies are part of the
15, Department of Transportation,
Despire the possibiliey that peo-
ple will call the service while driv-
g, jonathan Adkins of the Gover-
wors Highway Safery Association
says the 511 service 1s still a good -
idea. “Drivers bave so many ather
thiat they are calling; we're
¥ geng o stopdrivers fromus-
thek cellphones while driving,
- have o use good comimen
; & 55,
Conneeticut, New Jersew, New
Yoik and the Districe of Calurmbia
bant the use of handheld phones
while deiving, California will bring
the ke into effer in 2008, Many
crher states restrict young drivers
o bus detvers from using cell-
phones, And 19 legistative %i.i-?s in
13 states have been introduced in
2007 alming 1o restrict the use of
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celiphones while driving.



