MERLOT
MERLOT (Multimedia Educational Resource for Learning and Online Teaching) is an online search engine that can find teaching materials for a given subject, in a given discipline.  MERLOT is a Web based repository for teaching materials and uses peer and user reviews to evaluate materials.
Review of: The People ... Native Americans 

http://memory.loc.gov/learn/community/cc_nativeamerican.php

and

http://memory.loc.gov/learn/community/cc_nativeame...
Author: Library of Congress - American Memory 
Material Category: Humanities 
Primary Audience: Middle School, High School

The webpage was designed as a teaching tool for teachers and can also be used by students for research.  Individual sites linked to the different Web pages are useful for classroom instruction as well as general interest.  The Web site is easy to navigate and offers more than 30 collections of photos, essays, & other resources for learning about the history and culture of Native peoples in North America as well as Indian people in Central America and Mexico.
Topics included on this Web site are of great interest to me, because of my interest in indigenous history and culture.  

The Web page is divided into two categories; one for teachers and one for students. The section for teachers provides lesson plans and ideas on how to introduce Native American history and culture to students in grades six through nine.  Teachers searche the sites to find a lesson that can be used for their target audiences.  Some of the lesson plans for teachers include:

· American Indians of the Pacific Northwest 
· American Memory Timeline: Colonial Settlement, 1600s – 1763  
· Elections the American Way: Native Americans and the Vote 
· Geographic Guide to the Edward S. Curtis’s North American Indian Collection 
· Guide to the Law Online: United States Native American Peoples 
· In the Beginning Was the Word: The Russian Church and Native Alaskan Cultures 
· Indian Land Cessions in the United States, 1784-1894 
· Native American Women 
In addition to the other Web sites, a chat line is available for teachers to share ideas on lesson plans.  

The student category on this Web page is a virtual museum in which students can view Native American history and culture online.  Some of the items that can be viewed online include:

· The Alaska Native Heritage Center 

· The Cherokee Phoenix, The Cherokee Newspaper  
· A Indian Map of Ohio River Country 

Articles that can be viewed include:

· Meet Amazing Americans: Pocahontas 

· Today in History (August 9, 1814) Creek Indians Surrender 

· Today in History (December 29, 1890) Wounded Knee Massacre 

· Today in History (June 2, 1924) Citizenship Granted  

· Today in History (October 5, 1877) Chief Joseph Surrenders 

