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September 1 – December 14, 2011
GMU Faculty Director: 
Dr. Michael Randy Gabel
Email: mgabel@gmu.edu
Web: http://mason.gmu.edu/~mgabel/

SIGNIFICANT ACADEMIC DATES AND READING ASSIGNMENTS 

Preliminary Summer Readings Requirement (May-September)
4 Books or Journal Articles, one on each of your 4 Tutorial Topics
3 Books for September Lecture Series (one required, two optional) (see list below)
(note: 1 book may count for both. but you do then two assignments for that book)

July 26 		Academic Pre-departure meeting - 12 pm until 3 pm
Due: September Lecture Series Requirement: First Two Book Critiques (see definition, below)
1 Required Reading (see the list below)
1 Optional (see the list below)

September 1					Arrival in Oxford
September 2					Orientation
Due: Third September Lecture Series Book Critique
Due: Comment/analysis of the four Tutorial Topics readings (four total).
September 5 					Start of September Lecture Series
September 16 to 18		London Visit 
September 23 				End of September Lecture Series 
September 24 to 29		Break
September 30 to October 7				Week 0: Oxford Freshers Week, Meetings with academic advisors
October 10 to December 6					The Oxford University Term:  Tutorials start
December 6						Start of Travel Week
December 14					Final Departure (rooms must be vacated)


PRELIMINARY SUMMER READINGS – In Preparation for your Tutorials.
Remember that the two tutorials which you will actually take (from the four choices you submitted) will not be determined until the beginning of October.  This summer read at least one substantial book or academic journal article in each of your four possible tutorial areas. This will give you additional background and experience in learning to read effectively and efficiently. You will have to perfect that during the eight-week tutorial period of this program when you have two tutorials per week.  Include these in your portfolio (see below).
If the topic is appropriate, you may choose one of these four as part of the Lecture Series requirement (see September Lecture Series).  You should turn in a one page comment on the books you have read for your tutorials (with full bibliographical information as described in the Lecture Series syllabus) at the Pre-Departure Meeting upon arrival in Oxford.
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The Lecture Series Reading List is on the following pages. You may begin by selecting these from the GMU or Washington Consortium libraries, or of course, go to Amazon or other online booksellers for overview of the book and, sometimes, for reviews. Older texts (e.g. Hume, Mill) are usually available on the Web. 



THE PORTFOLIO 
During the course of the program each student is to develop a portfolio of their tutorial experience. The portfolio is to contain the one page comments on your 4 pre-departure tutorial readings, your tutorial syllabi, reading lists, the papers you wrote for each of your tutorials with the tutor’s comments on them, your field journal, and a 2-page reflective essay on your tutorials and on any other intellectual adventures you had while in Oxford. You can submit the tutorial papers as originals or photocopies. Your portfolio will be returned to you. By “other intellectual adventures” we mean going to debates at the Oxford Union, attending plays, museums, lectures or anything else that taught you about British culture/politics or a specific subject you studied. Some questions to consider for your reflection essay: What did you learn from your tutorials and these other experiences? If you were not satisfied with any of these intellectual experiences, why was that? Did your perspective change as the term progressed? What impact do you think this might have on future academic work? This essay will not be graded but is important for putting the papers you wrote and the experience as a whole in perspective. 

THE SEPTEMBER LECTURE SERIES 
I		Overview
This three week lecture and discussion course is designed to introduce you to British History, Politics, Culture and the Arts as well as to prepare you for your tutorials. We will attend the lectures together and meet as a group for discussions on these lectures twice during the month of September.  Attending the lectures together, we will have the opportunity to listen to experts discuss the forces that shaped and continue to affect British life.  Meeting as a group will give us the chance to analyze what we have heard and further deepen our understanding of modern Britain.
II		The Lectures:   (Note: these titles are subject to confirmation)
	British Educational System
	Anglo-American Relations, Post-Cold War

	English Legal System
	Introduction to British Literature

	British Philosophy
	Shakespeare

	History of London
	18th and 19th Century British Literature

	Early English History
	Contemporary British Writers

	Normal and Post-Norman UK
	England during the 18th Century

	Age of Tudors
	Congress of Vienna (1815) to World War I

	Stuart Period (Revolution to Restoration Monarchy)
	World War I to present

	British System of Government
	Labour Party and Blairism

	Challenge of the Conservative Party
	UK and European Integration

	Anglo-American Relations during the Cold War
	Threat of Terrorism, Post 9/11

	
	



III			The Assignments:
A:	Three Book Critiques (30%)
For the Lecture Series grade you must read at least three books before arriving in Oxford.  Critiques for two to be handed in at the pre-departure meeting on July 26 (one of these must be on a required book) and one upon arrival in Oxford. Note this is the requirement for the Lecture Series. Additional reading is required for the Tutorial Readings (see above).
One required book: Critique due at second pre-departure meeting on July 26.  Chose one from:
Fox, Kate (2006). Watching the English. London. Nicholas Brearley Press.
Paxman, Jeremy (2000). The English: Portrait of a People. NY: Overlook Press
Two other books:  Choose two other books chosen from different Lecture Series categories (see the list below), one specifically geared to the Lecture Series and one geared to one of your tutorial choices, if possible.  You can discuss your choices with me at any time, if you wish.  Should there not be a book on the Lecture Series Reading List that fits well with one of your tutorials, you may suggest one to me for possible approval.

Assignment details for the Critiques:
Length:  No longer than 5 pages double-spaced, 1 inch margins, 12 point font, per critique.
Analyses:  Identify the central issues and themes of the text, and discuss their significance and importance.  Raise questions left either unaddressed or insufficiently discussed by the author.  If you believe that the author’s theses were questionable, discuss why.  In other words, rather than simply summarizing the texts, what is required is an analysis of its main ideas.  (You will be writing similar critiques for your weekly tutorials.)  If you use any additional books or articles relating to the books you read, you must cite them with full bibliographical information (see citations below).
B:		The Lectures Journal (20%)
You will keep a journal/lecture log that will summarize each lecture and note the most essential and interesting aspects to it. End your lecture log by outlining the significance of each lecturer’s main points.  These are not your class notes but are created from your class notes.
Each journal/lecture log should be no longer than one page and will be graded on its thoroughness and thoughtfulness.  These should be handed to me at the group discussion meetings.
C:		The Field Trips Journal: (not graded)
You will write an entry of one page on each field trip that you attend and also on one of the London sites on our visit to London. The London entry should record your overall impressions of the trip. The London and field trip logs are due the day after each trip.  Include these in your Portfolio.
Note:	Attendance: You are expected to attend and to be on time for all lectures and trips. Your punctuality and attendance will be factored into this part of the grade for the course.
	[image: ]
Buckingham Palace, London
	[image: ]
The Radcliffe Camera (The History section of the Bodleian Library)





D:	Current Issue Paper and Individual Tutorial (50%):
You will write a paper (10-12 pages double spaced, 12 point font, 1 inch margins) on a contemporary topic drawn from the lectures:  For example:  Education, The European Union, The Mid-East Conflicts, Immigration, Northern Ireland,  Health Care, The Environment, Human Rights, Terrorism, The Economy, Science, Technology, The Arts, or other topics agreed to by me. 
Follow the issues raised by this topic in the British press, TV, internet or other media as relevant.  The paper should detail the issue and take a position on it.  Your position should include a discussion of the issue’s importance in British life; what it reveals about British society; what it shows about the differences and/or similarities between American and British perspectives. Your paper will be graded on its organization, it coherence, its development of a thesis (argument) outlining the main issues.
You will have an individual tutorial with me at the end of the course at which you will read your paper and I will discuss it with you.  You will be assessed both on the written paper and your tutorial performance.  The purpose of this is to give you a tutorial experience before the start of the Oxford term.  The date of these tutorials is to be decided, but I expect it to be immediately after the conclusion of the lecture series.
The Lecture Series reading list should provide some of the background material for your paper as well as prepare you for the lecture series.
E: 	Citations for Book/Journal Article Critiques and Current Issue Paper
Use full bibliographic information when citing sources for your critiques and Issue Paper.  Examples:
John Doe, Belfast and Northern Ireland, London, Routledge, 2003, pp. 34-45. (book)
Jane Smith, “The Northern Ireland Solution,” Journal of British Politics, 4:2, 1999, pp., 27-29. (journal article, the numbers after the journal title refer to the journal’s volume and number)
“Ireland,” http://www.ireland.com.html. (website)
“Ireland signs Agreement,” The Times of London, January, 2002, A, 3 (newspaper article)
“The Irish Question,” Lecture, September 15, 2007, Professor Ian Fleming, Oxford Lecture Series. (lecture)

IV		Lecture Series Reading List:
British Culture:
David Christopher, British Culture: An Introduction (1999)
Rebecca Fraser, The Story of Britain from the Romans to the Present (2003)
Stephen Greenblatt, Will in the World (2004)
Philip Lewis, Young, British an Muslim (2007)
Roy Porter, London, A Social History (1994)
Jonathan Schneer, London 1900: The Imperial Metropolis
Christopher Snyder, The Britons (2003)
Adrian Tinniswood, By Permission of Heaven: The True Story of The Great Fire of London (2003)



British Education and Philosophy:
George Berkeley, Three Dialogues between Hylas & Philonous: Essay towards a New Theory of Vision: Treatise Concerning Principles of Human Knowledge
Sue Butterfield, Educational Objectives and National Assessment (1995)
Gary Easthope, Community, Hierarchy and Open Education (1975)
James E. Green, Education in the United Kingdom & Ireland (2001)
David Hume, A Treatise of Human Nature; An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding; Dialogues Concerning Natural Religion
Denis Lawton, Britain’s Educational Reform; A Comparison With Japan (1991)
John Locke, Treatises of Government; Essay Concerning Human Understanding
G.A.N. Lowndes, The British Educational System (1995)
June Purvis, A History of Women’s Education in England (1991)
J. S. Mill, On Liberty and The Subjection of Women
Mary Wollstonecraft, Vindication of the Rights of Women

British Literature:  (For Brief introductory surveys to British Literature see GMU Library)
Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice or Sense and Sensibility
Samuel Becket, Waiting for Godot
Charlotte Bronté, Jane Eyre
Lewis Caroll, Alice in Wonderland
Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales
Daniel Defoe, Moll Flanders
Charles Dickens, Hard Times or Great Expectations
E. M. Forster, Maurice
William Golding, Lord of the Flies
Doris Lessing, The Good Terrorist
Shakespeare, Sonnets or Hamlet, or The Tempest or Love’s Labour’s Lost
Zadie Smith, White Teeth
Oscar Wilde, The Importance of Being Earnest
William Wycherley, The Country-Wife
Virginia Woolf, To the Lighthouse or Orlando

British History:
R. Bartlett, England under the Norman & Angevin Kings (2000)
Bede, Ecclesiastical History of the English People
Bernard Donoughue, British Politics and the American Revolution
B. Golding, Conquests and Colonialism, The Normans in Britain
J. A. Guy, Tudor England
Christopher Hill, God’s Englishman: Oliver Cromwell and The English Revolution
Eric Hobsbawm, The Age of Empire, 1875-1914
J. C. Holt, The Magna Carta
M.A. Kishlansky, Monarchy Transformed
David Reynolds, Britannica Overruled: British Policy & World Power in the 20th Century
George Robb, British Culture and the First World War

British Science and Mathematics
Jacob Bronowsk, The Ascent of Man (1974)
Bill Bryson, ed. Seeing Further: The Story of Science & the Royal Society (2010)
Francis Crick, What Mad Pursuit: A Personal View of Scientific Discovery (1990)
Charles Darwin, The Essential Darwin. Ed. Julian Huxley. Mineola (2006)
Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion (2008)
Richard Dawkins, The Selfish Gene: 30th Anniversary Edition (2006)
Edward Dolnick, The Clockwork Universe: Isaac Newton, the Royal Society, and the Birth of the Modern World (2011.)
Stephen Hawking and Leonard Mlodinow, A Briefer History of Time (2008)
Stephen Hawking and Leonard Mlodinow, The Grand Design (2010)
G. H. Hardy, A Mathematician's Apology (Canto) (1967)
Roger Penrose, The Road to Reality: A Complete Guide to the Laws of the Universe (2007)
Bertrand Russell, Introduction to Mathematical Philosophy (1920)

British Politics & Economics:
Tony Blair, New Britain, My Vision of a Young Country
David Butler, British Politics and European Elections, 1999
John Dearlove, British Politics
Des Freedman, British Politics and Society 
Martin Holmes, Thatcherism, Scope and Limits
Tudor Jones, Re-Making the Labour Party
James Naughte, The Accidental American: Tony Blair And the Presidency
David Powell, British Politics and the Labour Question,1868-1990
David Powell, British Politics, 1910-1935, The Crisis of the Party System
Philip Stephens, Tony Blair, The Making of the World Leader
Anthony Wright, British Politics
John Young, Britain & European Unity
Paul Gilroy, There Ain’t No Black in the Union Jack
Alec Cairncross, The British Economy since 1945
Kenneth Morgan, Slavery, the Atlantic Trade & the British  Economy, 1660-1800
Patrick O’Brian & Roland Quinsault, The Industrial Revolution And British Society
J. Walker & C.W. Munn, British Economy and Social History, 1700-1980
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