Dante: Medieval and Modern Paths

FRLN 330

Professors Daniele Struppa and Lisa Rabin

Spring 2006

Robinson B103

Mondays 4:30-7:10 p.m.

dstruppa@gmu.edu
lrabin@gmu.edu 

Office Hours: by appointment, please

Course Description:
This course is an introduction to the text of Dante’s Commedia (commonly known in English as the Divine Comedy), which has been called the best poem ever written.  The Commedia may be read as a political treatise, a Christian allegory, an intertextual mosaic, and a superb work of the imagination, all aspects we will be considering in this course.  A central issue for us is how Dante’s poem serves as a “classic” work of literature in both its moral and rhetorical significance.  We will consider this issue through the lens of other great writers and artists’ interpretations of the Commedia, and also through our own reading of the poem as a “theory of education” (Giuseppe Mazzotta’s term) in the 21st century.  
Requirements:
· You are required to attend all classes and you must be on time for them.  Your attendance and participation are a significant part of your grade.  You will be asked regularly to contribute to analysis and discussion both in the class as a whole and in small groups, so it is vital that you do the assigned readings and come prepared to talk about them.  You are not expected to get everything all at once, only to have read the texts and made an effort to comprehend them based on class lecture and other resources at your disposal.  

· Please note that we have a class website at http://classweb.gmu.edu/dantecritlit/.

The website has links for required supplemental readings for the course, suggested bibliography, and other useful websites.  It is also the place in which you will be doing several class activities and exploring options for your three class essays.  There will also be a final exam.  

Attendance and participation: 20%

Three essays: 20% each
Final exam: 20%

· Please note that this course fulfills a general education requirement in Literature at George Mason.  From the catalog: “Courses in the literature category foster understanding and appreciation of the aesthetic, cultural, historical, and intellectual aspects of major literary works through critical analysis. Students will identify, analyze, write about, and discuss aspects of theme, plot, central ideas, narrative, audience, perspective, figurative language, and the relationship between structure and ideas.” 

· Please note that professors reserve the right to change the syllabus at any time.
· Finally, and most importantly, written work must be your own.  Anything that you cite from a text, a book, an article, or from the Internet must be noted.  If you have questions about how to cite references, please consult the MLA guide Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, which is sold in the library or online or which can be read in the library.  Every student is expected to follow the Honor Code at George Mason, which can be read at (http://jiju.gmu.edu/catalog/apolicies/honor.html).  
Required Course Books:

Trans. Allen Mandelbaum.  The Divine Comedy of Dante Alighieri.  Inferno.  Purgatorio.  Paradiso. Bantam Dell [1980] [1982] (2004).  ISBN 0-553-21339-3.  Please note that this edition is the bifaced (bilingual) edition, which is absolutely necessary for our course. 
Schedule: 
	January 23: Introduction and expectations.

January 30

February 6

February 13

February 20

February 27

March 6

March 13

March 20

March 27

April 3

April 10

April 17

April 24

April 31

May 1

May 15
	Professor Struppa: The Commedia as Italian “classic.”  History and politics 
of Dante’s Florence.  Exile as a framing device for reading the poem. 
Professor Rabin: The Commedia’s importance as a way of reading the world. 
Dante in English translation.  

Introduction to reading the entire poem and to the first part, the Inferno.  

Homework: Read Inferno 1 and 2; “Dante in His Age” in 
Mandelbaum’s Inferno, pp. 319-329;
and Virgil’s Aeneid 1, 6 (http://www.ilt.columbia.edu/publications/virgil.html)
Discuss readings.  
Homework: 
Inferno 3, 4;
Exodus 1-16 (use King James version, available online at 

http://www.ntgateway.com/multibib/bible.htm); and
Dante Encyclopedia: “Allegory” (http://library.trincoll.it)
Discussion.  First assignment, due February 20 in class.  

Homework: 

Inferno 5, 6

Augustine’s Confessions 8:8-12 
(see Outler translation at http://ccat.sas.upenn.edu/jod/augustine.html)
Dante’s Vita nuova, Books 1-7, 13-14, 26-28, 40-42 

(available at http://etcweb.princeton.edu/dante/pdp/)
Discussion.

Homework: Inferno 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14
First paper due in class.  Discussion.  
Homework: Inferno 15, 16, 17, 18, 19
Discussion. 
Homework: 

Inferno 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25

Ovid, Metamorphoses: Icarus, Phaeton, Narcissus, Medusa, Orpheus, Ganymede, Semele 
(see English translation by A.S. Kline online at 

http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/latin/ovid/trans/Ovhome.htm
Second assignment, due in class March 20.  Discussion.
Homework: Inferno 26, 27
Spring Break

Second paper due in class.  Discussion.  
Homework: Inferno 28, 29, 30, 31
Discussion.  

Homework: Inferno 32, 33, 34
Discussion. Introduction to Purgatorio.  

Homework: Purgatorio 1, 2, 3

Discussion.

Homework: Purgatorio 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9

And Psalms 1, 5, 7, 23, 33, 34, 42, 46, 81, 84, 96, 114, 121
(use King James version, available at http://www.ntgateway.com/multibib/bible.htm)
Discussion.

Homework:

Purgatorio 10, 11, 12

And Matthew 4:23 – 5:16 (“The Beatitudes”) 

(use King James version, available at http://www.ntgateway.com/multibib/bible.htm)
Introduction to Paradiso.  
Homework: 
Paradiso TBA
Discussion.

Homework: 

Paradiso TBA

Conclusions and openings.
Final exam, 4:30-7:10 p.m.


