GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY

School of Recreation, Health, and Tourism

PRLS 450 (Section 002) — Research Methods (3)

Spring 2010
	DAY/TIME:
	Tue/Thur 10:30 – 11:45 a.m.
	LOCATION:
	247 Bull Run Hall

	PROFESSOR:
	Dr. Laurie Harmon
	EMAIL ADDRESS:
	lharmon3@gmu.edu

	OFFICE LOCATION:
	204 Bull Run Hall
	PHONE NUMBER:
	703-993-4565

	OFFICE HOURS:
	Tuesdays 12-2:00 pm 

and by appointment

	FAX NUMBER:
	703-993-2025


PREREQUISITES  STAT 250 and 60 credits.

COURSE DESCRIPTION  Covers the development of empirical research designs for both practical and theoretical problems in health, fitness, and recreation resources management. Includes literature review of hypothesized relationships, and formulation of research proposals.
COURSE OBJECTIVES  At the completion of this course students should be able to:
1.
Define and demonstrate appropriate use of research terminology;

2.
Critically evaluate published research in scientific journals and the popular press;

3.
Formulate research problem statements;

4.
Enumerate the values inherent in the practice of scientific research;

5.
Conduct a thorough review of literature and synthesize the findings; and

6.
Prepare a sound and feasible research proposal.

Further, upon completion of this course, students will meet the following professional accreditation standards:

National Recreation and Park Association Council on Accreditation standards met:

8.14.07
Evaluation of programs/events.

8.17
Ability to apply basic principles of research and data analysis related to recreation, park resources, and leisure services.

8.23
Ability to utilize the tools of professional communication.

8.24
Ability to apply current technology to professional practice.

9A.05
Understanding of and ability to apply techniques of program evaluation and policy analysis which measure service effectiveness and the extent to which programmatic and organizational goals and objectives have been achieved.

COURSE OVERVIEW

This course is a designated “Writing-Intensive” (WI) course – fulfilling in part the WI requirement for all HFRR majors – therefore, each person will complete at least 3,500 words of graded writing assignments.  To help make this a manageable task, we divided the course into 5 smaller writing exercises that you’ll complete over the semester. These will be thoroughly critiqued and graded and will form the basis for your final Research Proposal. I’ll do all that I can to share knowledge, skills, and techniques for success, but it will be your responsibility to study and incorporate the comments on your papers, suggestions from your colleagues, and information from the text. We’ll follow the guidelines of the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (APA) (5th ed.) OR the American Medical Association (AMA) (9th ed.) for all papers.  

Unless otherwise noted, our papers will be submitted to SafeAssign via our course website – you’ll be able to view your “originality reports” as well as your individual feedback this way.
Assignments will be due at the beginning of class on the specified date due.  All written papers are to be submitted using WORD (as a .doc).  Papers received AFTER 10:30 a.m. will be considered late and receive a 20% deduction in points per 24 hour period.  If you are confronted with extreme emergencies or are participating in a pre-approved university-sponsored function, exceptions may be made, however, these must be discussed with me to determine if they fall into this category. I strongly encourage you to make a back-up copy of any work submitted since computers have been known to crash at the most inopportune times. 

Communication is an important facet of this course.  As such, I ask that you check our Blackboard account (http://courses.gmu.edu) regularly for messages.  Keep a special eye out for weather related announcements!

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

GMU is an Honor Code university; please see the University Catalog for a full description of the code and the honor committee process. The principle of academic integrity is taken very seriously and violations are treated gravely. What does academic integrity mean in this course? Essentially this: when you are responsible for a task, you will perform that task. When you rely on someone else’s work in an aspect of the performance of that task, you will give full credit in the proper, accepted form. Another aspect of academic integrity is the free play of ideas. Vigorous discussion and debate are encouraged in this course, with the firm expectation that all aspects of the class will be conducted with civility and respect for differing ideas, perspectives, and traditions. When in doubt (of any kind) please ask for guidance and clarification.  In this course, we’ll all be held to the standards of the George Mason University Honor Code.   We will all be expected to attend all class sections, actively participate in class discussions, complete in-class exercises, and fulfill all assignments.  
REQUIRED READINGS & CLASS ITEMS

Riddick, C. C. and Russell, R. V. (2008).  Research in recreation, parks, sport, and tourism (2nd Edition). Champaign, IL:  Sagamore Publishing.
Websites and handouts as provided in class.

1 USB Drive (Flash drive or similar rewriteable drive which will need to be submitted during the last 2 weeks of this course)

EVALUATION

This course will be graded on a point system, with a total of 500 possible points.

	Requirements
	Points

	Assignments

	#1
	Article Review and Research Classification
	25

	#2
	Introduction, Problem Statement, Literature Review, Hypotheses, Variables and Definitions
	100

	#3
	Sampling Plan  
	25

	#4
	Research Design, Measurement and Data Collection (including Instrument and Cover Letter)
	100

	#5
	Analysis Plan  
	25

	Research Presentation and Outline
	50

	Research Proposal
	125

	Participation
	50

	TOTAL
	500


	Grading Scale
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	A+
	=  98 – 100
	
	B+
	=  88 – 89
	
	C+
	=  78 – 79
	
	D
	=  60 – 69

	A
	=  94 –   97
	
	B
	=  84 – 87
	
	C
	=  74 – 77
	
	F
	=    0 – 59

	A-
	=  90 –   93
	
	B-
	=  80 – 83
	
	C-
	=  70 – 73
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	· All students are held to the standards of the George Mason University Honor Code  [See http://www.gmu.edu/catalog/9798/honorcod.html] 

· University policy states that all sound emitting devices shall be turned off during class unless otherwise authorized by the professor 

· Students with disabilities who seek accommodations in a course must be registered with the Office of Disability Resources and  inform the instructor, in writing, at the beginning of the semester [See http://ods.gmu.edu]
· For additional School of Recreation, Health, and Tourism information, please visit our website at http://rht.gmu.edu.


OTHER USEFUL CAMPUS RESOURCES:

WRITING CENTER: (703) 993-1200; http://writingcenter.gmu.edu

Fairfax campus – A114 Robinson Hall

Prince William campus – 204 Occoquan Bldg.

UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES: “Ask a Librarian” http://library.gmu.edu/mudge/IM/IMRef.html
COUNSELING AND PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES (CAPS): (703) 993-2380; http://caps.gmu.edu
UNIVERSITY POLICIES:  The University Catalog, http://catalog.gmu.edu, is the central resource for university policies affecting student, faculty, and staff conduct in university affairs.
PRLS 450 – Spring 2010 – Course Schedule


LAST UPDATED:  March 23, 2010
	Date
	Topic
	Chapter/Assignment Due

	Tue
	Jan
	19
	Introduction to PRLS 450, Research & Research Topics
	

	Thur
	Jan
	21
	Developing Research Topics
	Step 1 :  Decide on a Topic

	Tue
	Jan
	26
	Using our resources to conduct effective literature reviews  (Meet in 250 BRH – confirmed)
	Step 2:  Review the Literature

	Thur
	Jan
	28
	Hypotheses and Variables 

(**Bring your RQ to class)
	Journal Article Review Due
Step 3:  Identify Theoretical Underpinnings

	Tue
	Feb
	2
	Pulling together literature for your review
	Step 4:  Develop a Scope of Study

	Thur
	Feb
	4
	Research Plan & Ethics
	Step 10:  Address Ethical Responsibilities

	Tue
	Feb
	9
	SNOW DAY!!! (
	

	Thur
	Feb
	11
	SNOW DAY!!! (
	Hope you’re checking our course Blackboard at https://courses.gmu.edu regularly!

	Tue
	Feb
	16
	Ethics ONLINE CLASS TODAY – Be at your computer somewhere you can access the internet and sign in to our https://courses.gmu.edu website – click on “Chat”, then click on today’s Chat Room
	Watch the slide show on the Stanford Prison Experiment at http://www.prisonexp.org/ (and be prepared to DISCUSS today

	Thur
	Feb
	18
	Sampling 
	Step 6:  Select a Sample

	Tue
	Feb
	23
	Sampling 
	Literature Review Due

	Thur
	Feb
	25
	Instrumentation
	Step 7:  Choose a Design

	Tue
	March
	2
	Instrumentation and Measurement
	Step 8:  Consider Measurement

	Thur
	March
	4
	Instrumentation and Measurement  
	Step 9:  Specify Data-Collection Tools

	Tue
	March
	9
	SPRING BREAK
	

	Thur
	March
	11
	SPRING BREAK
	

	Tue
	March
	16
	Reliability & Validity
	Step 12:  Conduct a Pilot Test

	Thur
	March
	18
	Qualitative Research
	Step 14B:  Analyze Qualitative Data

Sampling Plan Due (plus revised Literature Review as ONE DOCUMENT)

	Tue
	March
	23
	Finalizing Questionnaires & Introduce Methods Paper
	

	Thur
	March
	25
	LAB DAY Data entry & Analysis – BRING YOUR QUESTIONNAIRE!!! (Meet in 250 BRH – To be confirmed) 
	Finish collecting data

	Tue
	March
	30
	Descriptive Statistics
	Step 14A:  Analyze Quantitative Data

	Thur
	April
	1
	LAB DAY (meet in 250 BRH –to be confirmed)
	

	Tue
	April
	6
	Inferential Statistics 
	Methods Paper (plus revised Lit Review & Sample Plan as ONE DOCUMENT) DUE **Draw names for presentation dates!

	Thur
	April
	8
	LAB DAY (meet in 250 BRH – To be confirmed)
	

	Tue
	April
	13
	Data Analysis on your own (no formal class meeting today).  Whew!  Take this day to spend time in the lab and feel free to e-mail me any questions you might have!
	

	Thur
	April
	15
	Interpreting Results
	Step 15:  Present Results Using Visual Aids

Analysis Plan (plus Lit Review, Sample Plan, & Methods as ONE DOCUMENT) Due TODAY

	Tue
	April
	20
	Interpreting Results wrap-up
	

	Thur
	April
	22
	Results – Meanings & Sample presentation
	Step 16:  Deliver an Oral Report

	Tue
	April
	27
	Final discussion of relationships & class wrap-up (class evaluations)
	

	Thur
	April
	29
	Research Proposal Presentations (5)
	ALL Presentations and Outlines are Due today on disk or USB drive

	Tue
	May
	4
	Research Proposal Presentations (5)
	

	Thur
	May
	6
	Research Proposal Presentations (5)
	

	Tue
	May
	11
	Research Proposal Presentations  9:45 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. (10) **Please let me know if you have another Final exam after our exam time
	COMPLETE FINAL PROPOSALS DUE at 12:00 Noon today


Note:  Faculty reserves the right to alter the schedule as necessary.
