
LAURA J. FYFE, Ph.D.
Department of Modern & Classical Languages ( 233 Thompson Hall ( 4400 University Avenue (Fairfax, VA 22030 http://mason.gmu.edu/~lfyfe/ ( Lfyfe@gmu.edu ( (703) 993-4412
EDUCATION

Ph.D. University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, IL. Interdisciplinary French Studies/African Studies, 2006.
M.A. Syracuse University, Syracuse, NY. French Language, Literature & Culture, 1994.
B.A. Syracuse University, Syracuse, NY. French and International Relations, 1992.
Certificate of International Relations. Institut d’Etudes Politiques, Strasbourg, France, 1991.
DISSERTATION

“Ken Bugul, nee M'baye: Stylistic and theoretical expressions of Bugulian feminism (Senegal)”, Adviser: Professor Emerita, Evelyne Accad, Ph.D.
Abstract: This dissertation is an examination of the thematic and formal elements of Ken Bugul's first six books (1982-2005). I contextualize this Senegalese female author's works as a literary response to alienation in the post-colonial time period. Drawing on the performance and Wolofophone elements of Bugul's writings, I characterize this corpus as a reflection of a reality of African évoluées who, like Bugul's projected "self," are caught between tradition and modernity. I underscore the uniqueness of the Bugulian voice that, while steeped in egotistical soul-searching, also reaches out to a larger feminist and postcolonial movement and I demonstrate how Bugul's protagonists are all searching to ease their personal malaises yet can only do so when they find peace within themselves.
CURRENT POSITION
Term Assistant Professor of French, Department of Modern & Classical Languages, George Mason University, Fairfax, VA
Aug. 2003 – Present

· Primary assignment: Teach four courses per semester on a variety of subjects from beginning to graduate levels.

· Additional Titles: 

· French Language Program Coordinator - Teach and create all activities and testing materials for first to fourth semester French language courses. Supervise and train up to four Graduate Teaching Assistants and approximately 10 adjunct faculty members. One course release per semester. (since fall 2004) 
· Faculty Director, GMU Study Abroad Programs - Paris (summers 2004, 2008), Monaco (Jan 2006 and 2007), Morocco (Jan 2008), Guadeloupe (Jan 2009) and Senegal (summers 2006, 2007, 2009)
· French Section Coordinator – Organize the activities and planning of the French section

· University Foreign Language Requirement Advisor – Responsible for implementation of new language requirement proposals and student relations for the new requirement (2007-2008 school year) 
· Service: MCL Publications Committee, French Club Faculty Advisor, Author of French Section Academic Unit Assessment Plan, Budget Committee
· Mason Affiliations: African and African-American Studies Faculty, Center for Global Education Study Abroad Faculty, Global Studies Representative, Women and Gender Studies Faculty  
EXPERIENCE

· International Software QA Engineer, America Online, Inc., Dulles, VA

1999 –2003
· Adjunct Assistant Professor of French, NVCC, Manassas, VA 


2000 – 2007
· Computers Teacher, Nysmith School for the Gifted, Herndon, VA 


1999 
· French Teacher, Great Day Child Care, Reston, VA



1999
· Editorial Assistant, Journal of the African Language Teachers’ Association 
1998–1999
· Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellow, University of Wisconsin, Madison
1998–1999
· French Teaching Assistant, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

1994 –1996
· Research Assistant, UIUC, in conjunction with Embassy of France 

1995
· French Teaching Assistant, Syracuse University, Syracuse, NY


1992 –1994
PUBLICATIONS 
“Finding a Safe Space on Rue Félix-Faure.” Emergent Perspectives on Ken Bugul: From Alternative Choices to Oppositional Practices. Trenton, NJ: Africa World Press, 2009. 
“My French Lab: Tutorials.” Online components of Points de départ Student Activities Manual. Pons, Cathy, et al.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2008.
“Senegalese Poets: Léopold Sédar Senghor, Annette M’Baye d’Erneville, Birago Diop, David Diop.” In Who’s Who in 20th Century Poetry. Editor, Mark Willhardt. London: Routledge, 2000.

“Les enfants afro-américains parlant anglais: l’analyse narrative en tant qu’instrument de diagnostic des troubles de communication.” Translation from English to French of article by F. Adele Proctor, Sc.D. 1er Congres des Amériques, Organisé par le Syndicat des Orthophonistes de la Guadeloupe, Affilié à la Fédération Nationale des Orthophonistes. (2000) : 23-30.
 “Coping with Violence: Madness in the works of Mariétou M’Baye of Senegal and Calixthe Beyala of Cameroon.” Genre: Madness & Literature. (1998) 19: 75-86.  
“White Rage: Interpersonal Violence in Mariama Bâ’s Scarlet Song and Ken Bugul’s The Abandoned Baobab and Cendres et braises.” Conference proceedings, Graduate Students Conference on African and African Diasporic Issues, University of Illinois. (1998): 1-20.
CURRENT PROJECTS:

“Hatred, Headscarves and Identity: Immigration and assimilation in France” (for Presentation, American University, Jan 2009)
“The Decolonization of Wolof Transliteration: Finding an appropriate writing system for (the longevity of the) Wolof (language)” (For Publication and Presentation, UIUC, April 2009)
“Annotated Bibliography of Francophone, Anglophone and Wolofophone Resources on Wolof Language and Culture.” (research ongoing; preparing for submission)
“Multimedia Resources for Wolof Pedagogical Materials” (supplement to textbooks)

“Wolof I” Textbook with multimedia components (prospectus in draft; for publication)
“Wolof II” Textbook with multimedia components (initial planning)
“Wolof III: Wolofal Transcription” Textbook with multimedia components (initial research)
TEACHER TRAINING COURSES
· CIBER Business Language Workshop, GWU, Nov. 2008

· Coordinator, MCL Language Teachers Professional Development, Aug. 2008

· Co-Coordinator and Leader, MCL Language Teachers Orientation, Aug. 2007
· Merlot Training, NVCC, Spring 2007

· Coordinator and Leader, French Language Teachers Orientations, Aug. 2003-2006
· Conflict & Time Management Training, 2003
· Positive Power & Influence Training, 2003
· Second Language Acquisition coursework and training at University of Illinois and Syracuse University, 1992-1996
· Writing Across the Curriculum Certification, University of Illinois, May 1995
· TA Training, University of Illinois: facilitated teaching for minorities and people with disabilities, Aug. 1994

· TA Training, Syracuse University: two-week training program, Aug. 1992
CONSULTING:
· Consecutive Interpreter, Center for the Arts, Fairfax, VA, Oct 2008, pre-performance lecture interpreter for Artistic Director Bamba Dembelé from the Song and Dance Ensemble of West Africa 
· Cross-Cultural Communications Consultant, Cartus, 2004-present, Cross-cultural orientation facilitator for families from Canada, France, and Africa moving to the Washington area. Projects with employees at LaFarge, Africare, Mobil.
· French Editor, ICF Consulting, Fairfax, VA, 2003-2004, Create and enforce use of French translators’ guide for Environmental impact statement on World Bank funded project for West African Gas Pipeline project. Simultaneous email, software and report translations. Edited all French translations of technical documents.

· Larousse Bilingual Dictionary, French-English and English-French CD Rom version, translation interpretation, 1994-1995
HONORS AND AWARDS

· Phi Beta Delta Honor Society for International Scholars, 2008

· New Sensations! Award, for contributions to AOL Accessibility, America Online, Inc. 2002

· Achievement Award, for contributions to AOL Accessibility, America Online, Inc. 2001
· Directory of American Scholars, Gale Group, 2001

· Fellow, Foreign Language and Area Studies, Wolof, Center of African Studies, University of Illinois, 1997-1999

· CIC Fellow, University of Wisconsin at Madison, 1998-1999

· Fellow, Summer Cooperative African Language Institute, Summer 1998
· Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society, Graduate member, nominated and inducted 1998

· Grant awardee, for travel to conferences, University of Illinois, French Department, Graduate College, 1994-1996

· Excellent Teacher Award, University of Illinois. Daily Illini Newspaper, October 1995

LANGUAGES

English: native language. French: fluent. Wolof: proficient. Spanish: conversant. Bété: elementary.
OUTREACH

Dual Enrollment in French, GMU and Thomas Jefferson High School collaboration, 2008 – present 

Advanced Academic Advisory Committee, Foreign Language Curriculum, South Lakes High School International Baccalaureate Diploma, Reston, VA, 2008 – present

Service Projects with Study Abroad Students: Planted garden at Elementary School (Sale, Morocco, Jan 2008), Donations and volunteering time to orphanages (Rabat, Morocco, Jan 2008; SOS Baobab, Senegal, July 2006, July 2007), Donations and campus visit to elementary school (Pakh, northern Senegal, July 2007)

Guest Speaker, Herndon High School, French Courses, 2007

COURSES

George Mason University – 138 credits
Fall 2003 - 12 credits
FREN 102 – Elementary French II

FREN 201 – Intermediate French I

FREN 209 – Intensive Intermediate French

Spring 2004 – 12 credits
FREN 201 – Intermediate French I

FREN 209 – Intensive Intermediate French

FREN 550 – Images of African Women 

Summer 2004 – 6 credits
Study Abroad - Paris

Fall 2004 – 9 credits
FREN 102 – Intermediate French II

FREN 209 – Intensive Intermediate French 

Winter 2005 
Study Abroad – Monaco - cancelled 

Spring 2005 – 9 credits
FREN 102 Elementary French II

FREN 351 Advanced French Grammar
FREN 453 Francophone North African Literature

Summer 2005 – 3 credits
FREN 202 Intermediate French II (24)

Fall 2005 – 9 credits
FREN 201 Intermediate French I

FREN 431 French Lit: 1800-1850

FRLN 510 Bibliography and Research in Foreign Languages and Literature

Winter 2006 – 3 credits

Study Abroad – Monaco
Spring 2006 – 9 credits

FREN 201 Intermediate French I

FREN 309 Reading and Writing Skills Development

Summer 2006 – 9 credits
FREN 201 Intermediate French I

Study Abroad – Senegal 

Fall 2006 – 9 credits

FREN 309 Reading and Writing Skills Development
FREN 340 Francophone Identities

Winter 2007 – 3 credits

Study Abroad - Monaco

Spring 2007 – 9 credits

FREN 310 – Oral Proficiency in French

FREN 325 – Major French Writers

FREN 451/550 – Sub-Saharan African Literature

Summer 2007 – 9 credits

FREN 201 Intermediate French I
Study Abroad - Senegal

Fall 2007 – 3 credits

FREN 201 Intermediate French I
Winter 2008: - 3 credits

Study Abroad Morocco

Spring 2008: 3 credits 

FREN 329 Immigration and Beur Literature in France

Summer 2008: 9 credits

FREN 210 – Intermediate French
Study Abroad - Paris 

Fall 2008: 9 credits

FREN 325 Major French Writers: Autobiography

FREN 391 Business French I
FRLN 510 Bibliography and Research in Foreign Languages and Literature
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