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Using Blackboard e-Learning System™ in a Face-to-Face Class
Although used primarily for online or web-based courses, a course management system, such as Blackboard Learning System™ (Bb) can enhance a traditional, on-campus, face-to-face class in many ways. I began using Bb for all of my courses, both online and on-campus, in the Spring 2003 semester, and I have found it to be very useful for cutting down on the amount of photocopying done for class handouts, for making the course student-centered, in that students are responsible for their own learning by having to navigate the site and read or print material as needed, and also for keeping myself, as the instructor, organized with a repository to keep all course-related material.  
The format of Bb is such that various features can be accessed through a menu of buttons set up by the instructor. One of the features I like to use is “Announcements”.  I use this section to remind students of work due, to announce school closings, room changes, and even TV shows that they may want to check out. It is much easier to post one announcement for all students to read, instead of emailing each student individually, although it is possible to send a group email through Bb to all enrolled students. 
In the “Faculty/Staff Information” section, I have created a bio for students to read about my background, education and experience. This section also lists all of my contact information and office hours.  Again, by using this feature and other content areas, which allow me to post information and documents, such as the syllabus and any other handouts, I spend less time photocopying and handing out paper, and students have less material to carry around with them. 

I have used Bb to post lectures in the form of PowerPoint presentations for students to download. I actually encourage students to print these, in the handout format, and bring them to class to use for taking notes. My PowerPoints are constructed in an outline format, and I have discovered that this helps students who are not good note-takers, to realize which material is important enough to write down. 
In addition to posting links to documents for reading and lecture material, I utilize the “Discussion Board” area for a variety of functions. In this area, I post questions that will be used for in-class discussion, so that students can start sharing ideas and organizing thoughts prior to class. I have also used the Discussion Boards for posting follow-up questions for students to continue a discussion or conversation, and I have created informal chat and even study group boards for students to use.

Bb also allows me to post student grades for viewing, so that they may be able to see results before the class meets again. I have found this feature particularly helpful in classes that only meet once a week, in that students are quite appreciative of having a resource where they can check their progress.
The one downside I have found in using Bb is that some students feel that there is no reason for them to come to class when they can access all class material online.  Therefore, when using a course management system in a traditional face-to-face class, instructors must tailor their attendance and participation policies, and post course content in a way that will prevent this from occurring. My previous example of posting PowerPoint lectures that are in outline format has proven to be effective, in that it tends to encourage students to come to class, so that they may “fill in the blanks” during lecture and participation.
