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I decided to review this site since it is one that I already use in class. I teach a course titled “Forensic Aspects of Death Investigation”, both online and in the classroom, and this site is one that I link to both classes. The site contains interactive tutorials and cases related to the determination of the cause of death – an integral aspect of study in death investigation.

I found this site about a year ago, while I was surfing the Internet to see if I could find any interactive autopsy websites for my online students. I initially spent about an hour browsing over the site before I decided that it would be a great interactive learning tool for my first and second year college students.


The site has a welcome page that informs viewers of its prestigious Scientific American 2002 Sci-Tech Web Award. This site is clearly organized and easy to navigate, with large buttons that are very specific as to instructions and information contained within the site. First-time users would have no trouble navigating around the site. Although some critics would probably like a splashier, more colorful and/or graphic home page relevant to the topic, I think the simplicity of the home page design works well.


By clicking first on the “How to Use This Site” navigation button, one can find easy step-by-step instructions, along with screen shots, of exactly how to navigate the site. Recommended screen display and browsers are mentioned, as well as the meaning and use of terms in different colors. The site is best utilized by reading each case history (there are 18 submitted by three different authors) and its coinciding autopsy report. Then, by clicking on the labeled parts of the interactive cadaver, viewers can access more information as well as images.


After all of the case information has been reviewed, the viewer is then asked to choose the cause of death from several listed options. Feedback is given for both correct and incorrect answers. In addition, viewers can access anatomy and physiology tutorials, as well as links to medical terminology. 


This site has proven to be a useful resource for my students, as well as a great critical thinking tool. I have found that the students like case studies better than regular lecture, and they seem to have developed a better understanding of the terminology and the physiology of the human body when they use a tutorial, such as this, where they can work at their own pace, go back and reread information, etc. 


I understand that this site was created as a medical module, and therefore contains mostly clinical, non-criminal cases. My only wish is that there could be more medico-legal, or even trauma cases. Students of law enforcement and forensic death investigation must be familiar with many causes of death, as they are often first-responders and are initially involved in many situations. Perhaps the author will consider adding modules to this wonderful educational site.
